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Regquest for Call on the Prime Hinister = i o

by the President of El Salvador
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President Cristiani of El Salvador, who took nffine in J&fﬂ&
June this yaar, a& planning a BEuropean tour starting on

z2 ﬁFpthher He has asked for a meeting with the Prims ¢*1?ﬁ‘4h—
Minister in the last weesk in September or the first wesk in
Dﬂtnher == =

Cristiani's visit will ba a private ona. He hopes to
apend two or three days in the UK, accompanied by a
delegatian of businasasman who would follow a gsaparate but
ralated programme. He has told our Chargé in San Balvador
that he will arrange the rest of his Earopean tour around a3
meating with tha Prime Minister, His intention is to visit
alse France, Germany, Spain and Italy but he will not
propose dates until he knows if and when the Prime Minister
will see him, The other countries to be visited are all
aware of his interest but have taken no decision on the
level at which he will be received. They may well be
influenced by the Prime Minister's decision.

The Prime Minister received Cristlani's predecessor,
President Duarte, at Cheguers in 1984. The proposed visit
by Cristiani is, however, potentlally a good deal more
controversial. His party (ARENA) is a favourite target of
human rights groups and other activists, who polnt to its
assoclation with death squads in the early 19805 under the
leadership of Roberto d'Aubuisson who remains an influential
figure in the party (but is not a member of the government).
Following a mischievous article in the Observer on 23 July,
these groups have already got wind of a possible visit, and
have begun a letter writing campaign in protast.

Nevertheless, thare is a good case for tha Primes
Minister to offer President Cristiani a meeting. His visit
will fellow closaly the pattern set by the visit of
Pragident Ortega in May (coming at his own reguest, making
all his own arrangements). But whareaa the Prime Minister
gaw Ortega to offset the warm and over-credulous reception
wa expectad him to receive from some of our European
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Partners, ip Cristianl's case wa may wish bto show a
friendlier face than he may see elsewhsre on his travels.

Cristiani won the Presidential election in March this
year with a convincing first round victory. oOur official
cbhserver found the election to be reasonably free and fair,
dezpite the best efforts of the FPMLN guerrillas to disrupt
palling by raising the level of fear and intimidation. He
has an ARENA majority in the National Assembly following
gimilarly clean elections in March 1988. Cristiani is a
wealthy businessman from the moderate wing of ARENA; and the
indications are that he is doing his best to get a grip on
the party machine, and to ensure that important positions in
Government are filled by like-minded moderates who wish to
uphold legality and respect for human rights. It is clear
that ha faces a lot of pressure from the extremist wing of
tha party (of which Robarto d'Aubuisson remains the
charismatic leader), who are preasing for a more vigorous
approach to the civil war, and in particular for tough new
anti-terrorist legislation. It is not yet clear which
tendency will prevail. A fairly radical and potentially
repressive toughening of the penal code may be the price
Cristiani will have to pay to retain his party's support for

legality and the repudiation of death sgquad operations.
Meanwhile the FMLN guerrillas are pursuing a policy of
assaggsinating ARENA politicians and sympathisers in a
clearly deliberate attempt to heighten tension and provoka
violent retaliation.

President Cristiani is under no illusions about the
damage which new repressive legislation could do his
government in international opinlon, most importantly in the
Onited States., But there is a danger that, under the
influence of WGOs and human rights groups, some of our
Buropean partners may jump the gun in ostraciginmg Cristiani,
and thuos play into the extremists" hands, We could balance
this by taking Ehe opportunity to show our support for
Cristiani, making plain at the same time our concern that
his government should continue to show proper respect for
human rights. It would be helpful in press briefing
following a call to make clear the emphasis put on this
aspect.

If the Prime Minister were to see Cristiani, it would
go down wall in Washington, for whom it is an important
priority to bolster the moderates in ARENA (following his
alection Cristiani was received by President Bush in
Washington). It would also provide a useful opportunity to
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congratulate Crisgtiani on his sconomic policiss, his
detarmination to eradicate corruption, and hisz interest in
privatisation.

(B H T Gozney)
Frivate Secretary

Miss Caroline Slocock
1 Downing Streat
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