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El SALVADIR

| In an eXplusive pair of interviews, El Salvador's President
and a reflel leader explain why peace may now be possibie

fier ten years of a bloody civil

wirf that has claimed some
0000 lives, there are no edernal op-
| thmists lefl in El Saivador. Bilnd
hupe wenl oul of fashion zfier then
Presdent José Bapodsin Duarie
mel with [ailure in thrés meetings
with the leflist guerniias of the Fa-
rabundo Marti Mational Libertion
Froni. Since the last ialks in [987
the two sides have dug in with re-
newed determination. MNow, {oor
monihs after Alfredo Cristiani, 41,
anceeeded Duarte as President,
there 18 new talk of reconciliation,
Repratemiaiives af the government
end the F.M.LLN, mel fwo weeks ngo
n Mexien City to develop a frome-
work for future dialogoe. The most
promising resall of the goi-iopether
i3 that the two sdes have agreed 1o
racame Lheir discissions in Cesta
Rica In mid-Ocloder,

“We can't aspire to an

armed revolution that the
Soviet Union will subsidize.”

fouin Vikalobos

sdid the FMLN. had "mads misialkes, "
including a faflure o negoliate & peace
agreoment in 1980, He alse acknow]edged
that the rebals have received nrms from
Micnramm. Althoogh Micaragman Prei-
deni Daniel Oniega said as much o Cris-
tinnd last Aupust it was the first public ad-
mssion from U F M LN,

Such Fforthrightness will ba es-
senizal if the bwo sides are going to
satlle their monumenial diffsrences.
Before (here can be an eleclion in
which bodf sides will agree to par-
ficipmie, for inslance, there must
be o permaneni cease-fire. In mid-
September the FMLN, announced
an eleven-day unilateral truce, bui
Cristiani claims that the rebels have
ot loncred it Baid bhe “They're
atill atacking our forces and wing
[land] mires,"

Messce talks have been known to
founder on far less. As of now, the
dismmsinne are schedubsd to begin
hot. 16 and to continue on 8 month-
1y basis, as propesded in Mexico City.
Crigtizni is heariened by this Limeta-
e, “What happenad 1o Mr, Duarte
was tha: he had polated mectings
wilh [the FaL M ]." e snid “If one
of those meetimgs Mmiked, that was it”
Cristinnl expressed & willingmess o

Crastiomi amd Jowguin Yillale-
b, 18, the FM.LAS top coman-
dante, dgreed o thlk with TIME
separniely lnst week about the pros-
pecis for peace, Though they clearly
remain divided on imporiant isses,
ciach man spoke without rancor of
hiz enemy and acknowledped that s
flght 1o the ead is o lenger Teasible,
s lome o ook for &n agresment
ancl fnrg;u-!. ublﬁut[pn—:l.}un:m{'inn:."
wid Crictfiani  Villalohos, ™ form,
conesded tha: & prolonped war "no
longer corresponds o the reality of
the world, Ifa revolutionary asked
me today what to do, 1 wouwld say,
‘Conspire fo launch a shori-term
warr” T

Bath men disployed g willing-
ness to yield on demands that once
seemed immuatable. Cristiani aban-
doned the povernment's require-
ment that . the guerrilias oy down
their arms &8 a prerequsie i ser)
s fegodiations. While insisting thal the
rabeld must eventually surrencer their
weapans, be said i was "not pecessarily o
Amk step " The President, whose rightist
Mationalist Repubdican Alliance (AREMA)
hns sirong links 10 El Salvador’s armed
| fowces, alss offered publizly for the first
time o conshder a drasthe reduction in
military manpower. IT the talks succeed,
he saad, “there would be n demohilization
of the armed forces. We don't believe
there's & need for a 55.000-man army I |
Uiers s paace.”

Villalonbos alw dermomsiralsd o grest-
er flexibility, In what wppeared {0 be o
fundnmental shift of philosophy, the co-

“There is room for

coexistence with everybody.”

A [frado Cristinm

mandanie sl that given the changes in
the mternations] climaie, the fime for vio-
lemt strugele has possed. "We can't ot this
lime pspire to an anmed revoluiion that
ihe Soviel Union will subsidize,” he said.
He sugpested that the Fa LW would now
b willing o embrace & “mulliparty sys-
pam,” Adked i e could coexist with the
nght, Villalobos responded, “0f gowrse,™
bad weni on w0 sy of ARENA, "Afer vou
reaffirm your legitimacy in an sbectoral
conlest b wihich we all particlpate, youw
have every fight o turn hack every re-
farm: won wish and to do with the country
whal you will.,”

Signaling & new candor, Villalobos
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discuss the FM.LMN."s proposals for
judicial end electoral reform. Al the
same time, be shot down key ele-
ments of the FAMLW s nine-paint
plan put forward in Mexico, most
notably the guerrillas’ bid Lo move
up legmlative and municipal alec.
tions wchedubad fior 199]

Both men se=med o sugEesi
that once o peace is negotinted, the
I8, which has copplied more
than $3 billlon in military and eco-
nomic assisiance over Che past dec.
ade, will recede |o the political
sidelines. Crstiani said thai afier a
setitlement 5 echicved, “this mili-
tary aid should turn im0 ecomoamic
aid and kesp on flowing into tha
coniry while it recovers eomomi-
cally.” Villalobos, who called for
un end o S military awd, voiced
skepticism thai the Bash Adminis-
iration “would choose (o continue
indefinitely its support for the war™ He |
alse hoped for “proper relations” with
the 115 Last week the LS. Scnate voi-
ed 1o borsl military aid 0 Bl Salvader
by 55 million, o ¥940 million.

Aus for Keeping the peace alkson track,
Cnstian expressed doubiz about the guer-
rillas’ gim of achieving a permanent settle-
myanl by the end of Jansary, warning that it
cold take all five yoars of his administea-
Hem B pchieve an accond, "I the process
thai we've ngreed io in Mexico kesps po-
ing, there's always hope,” he said. "Bt it
won'l ke easy.” — By A Semolowe.
Reported by Ricardo Chavira/Mexico City and
Jodwr Mooaly San Salvackor
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