
SECRET

PRIME MINISTER

SPEECH TO THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

I asked Crispin Tickell to let me have, on an entirely personal

basis, some suggestions for domestic actions or initiatives which

you could announce or draw attention to in your UN speech.
__

I attach his reply, which contains a number of ideas. Before

pursuing any of them with Whitehall Departments, it would be very

helpful to have an indication of which of them you think worth

following up.

10 , .1,i.-v;

C. D. POWELL

25 October 1989
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FOLLOWING PERSONAL FOR CHARLES POWELL, PC/PF ' ISTER

PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH TO THE UN GENERAL ASSE';1RLY: B NOVEMBER

VIHEN clE SAil EACH OTHER IN LON7JON ON OCTaREP, 2DI2002227 TH7

PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH FOP THE GFNERAL ASSEIBLY ON C NOV77. YOH
SAID THAT A DRAFT WAS DUE TO SE SUEITTED TO NO 1.1 LAST 'viEEK Tv

PRIME MINISTER TO LOOK AT DURING THE INTERSTICES OF CHY:./... AS
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS WERE MUCH DISCUSSFD THER7, I IMAGINE THAT TH7
DRAFT IS BEING AMENDED ACCORDINGLY (HCI7)ENTALLY I THOUHT THE
DECLARATION (..) THE 3U3JECT PRETTY GOOD VID) OF SCHEE OF THE H

SAID DURING THE DEBATE).

I HAVE NOT YET SEEN THE DRAFT, BUT ;:ILL LOOK FORARD Tr) DOINC. 29.
IN THE MEANTIME I PROMISED TO LET YOU HAVE STIE THOUGHTS ADDITIONAL
TO THOSE I PUT IN THE OUTLINE I SENT DUNCAN SLATER ON 18 SEPTEMKR.
THESE THOUGHTS RELATE TO A DIFFICULT BUT CENTRAL ISSUE! THE
READINESS OF THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE DOMESTIC ACTIONS_TO SUPPORT ITS
INTERNATIONAL APPROACH.

THESE DOMESTIC ACTIONS OR INITIATIVES FALL INTO THREE MAIN
CATEGORIES: ENERGY: LAND  USE: AND INDUG,TRY, INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
TRANSPORT POLICY (SEE-PP 75=6 OF 77-DRAFT OUTLINE-T.T7 HAT

YOU TLREADY HAVE IDEAS IN THESE FIELDS AND THAT OHITF .ALL
DEPARTMENTS HAVE HAD THEIR HEADS SUFFICIENTLY KMCCKED TOETHEDR. 7UT
THE MORE SPECIFIC WE CAN RE, THE 10P7 CONVICTION POTH

AT HOME AND ABROAD. TO THE EXISTING LIST LET ME ADD:

- ENERGY POLICY GENERALLY:

- GREATER ENERGY EFFICIENCY: THE OLD ENERGY EFFICIENCY UNIT IN THE
,7 pEPARTMENT OF ENERGY WAS RUN DOWN UNDER PREVIOUS MANVEM-rT,

-Ltk,4-*--- HIGHT NOW BE VISIBLY RESUSCITATED; THERE IS2 A PANCE'OF 0AS

d1

WHICH COULD BE QUOTED (CF KEN CUR,IE'S SPELOH AT THE PR'"'
vt r,,NiuTLRts sLAINAR ON 21 APRIL). IT COULD TAKE IN RESEAC'll-i ON
NEW METHODS OF.CAP PROPULSION (EG SOLAR HYDROGEN).

-INCENTIVES AND DISINCENTIVES: A REFERENCE TO THE NEED TO LOOK
AT INCENTIVES AND DISINCENTIVES WOULD BE USEFUL IN ITSELF. :T


„ WOULD CHIME ',:fl-TH THOSE ALREADY INTRODUCED OVER LEAD-FREE PETROL.
THIS IS A BETTER WAY OF PUTTING THE POINT THAN TALKING ABOUT

VAr CARBON TAXES.

- RENEWABLE RESOURCES: WE HAVE A GOOD STORY TO TELL ON NUCLEAR
POWER, AND MORE COULD BE SAID ON SOLAR POWER (IN PARTICULAR OVER
FRENCH EXPERIENCE).

THERE IS A FURTHER ASPECT ';11-IICH JIIGHT BE WORTH LOOKING INTO. I
CANNOT REMErIBER ':!HERE I SAW A REPORT ON THE SUBJECT, BUT I l',ELIEVE
THAT SHELL (UK) HAS RECENTLY DEVELOPED A TECHNOLOGY FOR LIQUFYING
,THE CARBON D1OXLDE EMITTED WHEN_COAL IS CONy_ERTED INTO ENERGY AND
PUTT1NS LL_BACK_IILTHE_OROUND. ir-ct-P=—THIsCOULD BE AN
ILLUSTRATION OF THR KIND 'OF TECHNOLOGY NECESSARY TO MAKR HARMFREE
USE OF FOSSIL FUEL RESOURCES.



- LAND USE: I EXPECT YOU WILL ALREADY HAVE CONTRIBUTIONS ON NEW
'AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES (FROM ORGANIC FARMING TO LESS USE OF

	

A NITROGEN FERTILIZER), REAFFOPESTATION IN THE RIGHT MIX OF OONIFRPS
AND DECIDUOUS TREES, AND NEW NON-CHEMICAL METHODS OF PEST CONTROL.
I THINK IT WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL TO UNDERLINE THAT LAND USES HAVE cje

	

c .„411TO BE SEEN AS A " E IF LAND IS TO BE USED IN AN EVIROmENTALLY

v'IG

cro.zuLA-.)„y.AC L TABLE vIAY (AS YOU KNOW I HAVE LONG THOUGHT WE SHOULD HAVE A
MINISTRY OF LAND USE RATHER THAN A MINISTRY 07 AGRICULTURE ANT A


AIV FDRESTPY CON1ISSION SOMETIMES RULL H IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS).

- INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT, TRADE AND TPANSPORT POLICY: THE PRIME
MINISTER COULD ANNOUNCE THE INCLUSION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL
DIMENSION IN NAT121-..aLA;ISTICS SO THAT ENVIRONMENTAL COSTS
COULD EE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT FROM THE EEGINNING. SHE COULD ALSO fl

AS ONE OP TWO OTHER GOVERW1ENTS HAVE DONE, ALD ANNOUNCE THAT WE
WERE ESTABLISHING CENTRAL MACHINERY TO MAKE SURE THAT
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS APE COORDINATED, OR AT LEAST BORNE IN
MIND, IN MAJOR DECISION MAKING. THE PRESENT AD HOC ARRANGEMENTS IN
THE CABINET OFFICE DO NOT SEEM TO ME ENOUGH. SO TEL ACOOn.

TH: AMRPICAS AND PUSSIAS AP7 UPFSTLING 'yiITH THIS ,r7,07-LFT,

'WITHOUT RESULT. HFRE IS AN ARRA YTI7R7 WE COUL 7 GIVE A LFAO. A GOOD
./EXAMPLE OF WHAT IS INCREASINGLY NECESSARY, AND WOULD HAVE TO BE

0 1
DEALT WITH IN THIS WAY, IS THE SETTING OF NE'1 INDUSTRIAL NOPS AND
STANDARDS ON EMISSIONS INTO THE ATUOSP THISE 'WOULD STMER

LATER AFFFCT MOST ASP7CTS OF TH7 77COV:*Y.

- RESEARCH PROGRAMMES: THE PRIM7 MINISTER WILL OBVIOUSLY WANT TO
AKE USE OF THE NEW EPHASIS ON THE EARTH B-IENOES IN OUP NATION
RESEARCH PROGRAMMES. HER:: A'-2.AH THE P7C1FIC 'T CAN 7, THE
r“-L HPACT ';,jE DILL HAVE.

,..... r.„,ivc-_. HE -;:7,ETT; 'T PCHT] !Th ,L.R7._ •L I, n
ALRLAY, AT PER,HAPS 1., ..N,-' T :TSILS. i 
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