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¢
MY TELNGQ 329: PROSPECTS FOR CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ﬁrh

. FRIME MINISTER MULROMEY HAS %EEH THE PREMIERS OF ALL 10 PROVIMNCES
INDIVIDUALLY SINCE 25 MAY. FROM COMMENTS MADE BY THE PREMIERS SINCE
THESE MEETINGS IT COUKS AS THOUSH THERE HAS BEEN SOME NARROWING OF
DIFFEREMCES, BUT THAT OBSTACLES TO A S0LUTTION STILL REMAIN.
HEWFOUNDLAND MAY REMAIN THE MOST INTRANSIGENT PROVINCE.

2. INTERESTINMGLY, THERE HAVE BEEN INDICATIONS THAT THE THREE QUOTE
HOLD OUT UNGQUOTE PROVINCES OF MEW BRUNSWICK, HEHFQUNDLhHﬂ AND -3
MENITOBA ARE ALL WILLING TO COMPROMISE OVER THE DISTINCT SOCIETY
CLAUSE FOR QUEBEC AND OVER OTTAWA'S RIGHT TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE
LINGUISTIC DUALITY. AT PRESENT IT IS5 THE QUESTION OF SENATE REFORM -
AND IN PARTICULAR QUEBEC'S RIGHT TO WETO - WHICH SEEMS T0 BE THE
STICKING POINT. AFTER HE HAD SEEN THE PRIME MINISTER ON 28 HMAY
QUEBEC PREMIER BOURASSA REMINDED REPORTERS THAT UNDER THE 1B&7
CONSTITUTION QUEBEC ALREADY HAD A VETO OF S0RTS OVER THE ISSUE OF
SENATE REFORM, AND SAID THAT HE DID NCT THINK IT UNREASONABLE THAT
THE PROVINCE SHOULD RETAIN THIS. BUT HE STOPPED SHORT OF INSISTING.

= IMN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON EH MAY FOREIGN MINISTER JOE CLARK CWHO
WAS STANDING IN FOR MULRONEY OURING THE LATTER' 5 DISCUSSIONS WITH UN
SECRETARY GENERAL_PEREZ DE CUELLAR) SAID THAT THE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS
HA&D BEEMN OF VALLE IN HELFIHE TG IDENTIFY AREAS WHERE THERE WAS A
GROWING CONSENSUS, AND IN _CLARIFYING THOSE ISSUES ON WHICH FURTHER
WORK WAS REQUIRED. HE SAID THAT THE DISCUSSIONS HAD NOT REVEALED
SUFFICTENT COMMON GROUND AT THIS STAGE TD WARRANT IMMEDIATELY CALLING
A FTRST MINISTERS' CONFERENCE, AND THAT BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WERE
CONTINUING. WMOST OBSERVERS NEVERTHELESS EXPECT MULRONEY TO CALL THE
PREMIERS TOGETHER EEEE SEMICOLGM HE MAY BE DELAYIMG DOING 50 IMN THE
EXPECTATION THAT THE LATER IHEI_HEEI,.THE MORE AMENABLE THEY MAY BE.

HE
MyY THIHK ]T HISE TO CALL A ﬂgﬂ]lﬂﬁ_Iﬂ—ﬂJEEUiﬁ HﬂH—aD.LUHTAJH THE
DAMAGE.

—FALL

PAGE il
RESTRICTED




RESTRICTED

B
MDLIA v 340

DISTRIBUTION

MATIMN 470

FCO/WHITEHALL MAD L[-1

PAGE <
RESTRICTED




