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From The M:aister of State

Peter Blaker MP .7 January 1981

Thank you for your letter of 16 December to
Peter Carrington enclosing one from your constituent,
Mr B Dickson of 31 Delhi Parade, Belfast, about Sov1et
treatment of Moisei Tonkonogy.

The Government deeply deplore the unjust persecution
and harassment of all the victims of Soviet and Eastern
European oppression. The sort of treatment recorded in
Mr Dickson's letter is, of course, a ‘violation of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
of the Helsinki Final Act which the Soviet Union solemnly
undertook to observe.

It is for reasons such as these that we and other
Western delegations have pressed at Madrid for a thorough
evaluation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. We consider that the
maximum pressure should be brought to bear on these countries
to live up to their undertakings in the Helsinki Final Act.
Our Delegation in Madrid have therefore already raised the
question of the many forms of repression practised by the
Soviet Union including the harassment of Jews and the prevention
of people from emigrating. Where appropriate they have
illustrated their points by quoting individual cases, and
they have, as I said in the House of Commons on 3 December
last, made clear the strong feelings of the British people
about such conduct.

/The

The Reverend Robert Bradford MP
House of Commons




The United Kingdom Delegation has also taken a
leading role in drawing up and tabling a proposal which
calls on participating states to improve their record
in certain named fields of human rights, including the
treatment of those who seek the freedom to practise
their religion.

Our Delegation are fully briefed on such cases as
that of Mr Tonkonogy and you can assure your constituent
that they will continue to raise these matters in Madrid
as long as we consider it necessary.

The CSCE Review Meeting in Madrid is, incidentally,
due to continue until next March. Although the period
up to the Christmas adjournment on 19 December was mainly
devoted to reviewing implementation of the Helsinki Final
Act by signatory states since the Belgrade Review in 1977,
leaving detailed consideration of new proposals to the

post-Christmas period, delegations can raise questions of
implementation at any time throughout the course of the

meeting.
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Britain and US lead attack on. Kremlifﬂ'

By Hella Pick

Britain and the United States
launched a concerted attack on
the Soviet Union at the Madrid
security conference yesterday.
Mr Peter Blaker, the British
Minister of State, and' Mr
Griffin Bell, who headed the US
delegation,  blamed the Soviet
Union for disrupting detente,

Germany’s. Foreign Minister,
Hans ' Dietrich Genscher,
phrased his  strictures more
moderately, and coupled - them
with an earnest appeal to the
Soviet Union, as well as to
Ilast Germany, to continue the
process of cooperation in
Europe. Norway, - Switzerland,
and Sweden ' all voiced their
deep ‘concern over the déterio-
ration in East-West relations.

Hungary and Czechoslovakia
were the only two Communist
block countries to speak. But
they were routine ‘speéches,
justifying the Soviet presence
in | Afghanistan ‘as an act of
friendship, and denying that
they had any reason to feel
guilty over human rights viola-

tions.

Hungary always tries to keep
a low profile ;at the Helsinki
conferences, aware that.'its
human rights record is good,
and, that its foreign policy is
best tailored to. that of the
Soviet Union. Czechoslovakia,
staunchly loyal to Moscow, left
it to the Soviet Union to lead
the counter-offensive to the.
Western speeches yesterday.

Mr
“The Soviet
Afghanjstan  cast a dark
shadow over FEast-West rela-
tions which no meeting, nu

invasion | of

pronouncement, nothing in fac;
0

but the total withdrawal
Soviet troops can dispel.”
Mr  Blaker echoed . this:
“The essential basis of - confi-
dence in relations - between
Fast and’ West in Europe has
suffered -severely because  of .
the kind of behaviour we have
witnessed in Afghanistan,” he
said. The :Soviet Union, -he
advised, must restore “ génuine
independence to Afghanistan.”
On human rights, the -chief

Griffin Beil * said that -

US .delegate castigated the
Soviet Union and its allies for
their ““lamentable’ record ” of
continued denial of human
rights,” and singled ‘out those
who .are now imprisoned,. or
like Professor - Andrei Sak-
harov, condemned to internal
exile for their efforts to monl-
tor Soviet compliance with,the
human rights provisions of the
Helsinki Declaration. |

Reflecting President Carter's
congistent - efforts to ' express
support for these activists, Mr,
Griffin' Bell, in one of the last
appearances of the' Carter
Administration  at an" inter-
national forum, ‘again named
“the ' remarkable -group” - of
Soviet dissidents, including Dr
Yuri . Orlov and Anatol
Shcharansky, who are in pri-
son. He added, amidst
applause ;) ! When Andrei. Sak-
harov was banished, some of
our best hopes for a - spirit, of
sectirity | and . cooperation | in
Europe were * banished with

‘M'r Bl‘aker; promised that'he

would have more to say about
“the ' greatly increased. cam-
gaign of repression which the
oviet authorities - have- been
waging against dissidents of all
kinds in the last two' years.”
He was also greatly incensed
by ‘the resumption by, - the
Soviet Union of the jamming
of Western broadcasts, ‘includ-
ing those of the BBC. Jam-
ming, which;was resumed soon
after the strikes broke out in
Gdansk last summer, is, he said
another example of Soviet ' re-
gression.

The British minister
afterwards that there was
“nothing = negative” in his
speech, and asserted that “a
soundly based relationship in
Europe demands that none of
the participating states should
pursue national or ideological
.ambitions by .+ unacceptable
means.”  But he stood by his
yview-that'the, Soviet Uniony in

said

‘its action’ in Afghanistan, had’

violated ¢ all 10 principles”- of
“the Helsinki Declarations’ code
of international conduct,

: ia

Germany's Foreign Minister
argued that “ the occupation of
Afghanistan not' only affects
that country, but convulses thé
world.” He added: *“ It affects
the nub of cooperation so
essential for the 'safeguarding
of peace.” f

But he was still more con-
cerned that the Soviet Union
should not believe that it could

risk another. intervention else- t

where, or evoke the Brezhnev
doctrine of limited sovereignty
to' justify intervention within
the Communist block.

With Poland in mind, and
also perhaps Yugoslavia, Mr
Genscher = said that. detente
could not withstand such a
blow : “Everyone must know
that this applies to a breach of
sovereignty of any country out-
side or inside Europe, and is
valid for every country regard-
less of its state and social sys-
tem, regardless. whether it
belongs to a block or not.”

But the German Foreign
Minister went beyond stric-

. tures and warnings to urge the

Soviet Union, and especially
East Germany, to * continue on
the road of cooperation.”

| The first test of such cooper-
ation must come this week in
Madrid, where it will soont be-
come apparent whether the
Madrid conference breaks up
after the plenary session or
continues to work at streng-
thening the Helsinki Declara-

ion.

UPI adds from Moscow: A
delegation of US arms control
experts, dincluding a ,senior
adviser to Mr Reagan, said yes-
terday that Soviet officials have
shown no willingness to rene-
gotiate the SALT 2 treaty.

The American group also
pressed the Russians for
explanations of their invasion
of Afghanistan, their intentions
toward Poland, and their
actions in the sphere of human
rights.

Mr _Reagan has said he
opposes.the arms centrol treaty
in its present form and would
not submit it to the Senate for
ratification. 1-
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Britain hits
at Russians

BRITAIN led hard-
hitting ottack
terday ogainst

sia’s intervention in :m

Afghanistan;

The attack came on
the day of the
35-state European Bec-
urity Conference in
Madrid.

" Minister of State Peter

r sald the invasion

vlolatcd every key’

le udopted at the
conference in Hel-
* ginkl five years ago. He

‘added: “A severe shock
has been given to inter-
national relations and

";Exgt of represslox;
pa
dissidents in the
last two years.,”

DAILY MIRROR

. Blaker also
Russia of “a

'rhe conferenco has |

still fall wagreeon

an of
Ruuf:x?d‘nttempu to |
the time spent dis- |

cusslnz human rights,
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cutting dated 19

;Russia is slammed |
over human rights |

. By EDWARD OWEN in Madrid

IN a united attack . on the
Russians, the West yesterday
accused- the Sgviets ! _of
blatantly violating ~the .Hel-
sinki agreement. ’
Both Britain and  the
United States delivered sting- "~
ing opening speeches to the
Conference on: Security and
Co-operation in Europe in
Madrid as they ridiculed the
\East’s. pledge madein Helsinki -
five: years .ago, for greater
freedom of thought, religion,
information, and movement.
Mr Peter Blaker, Minister of
i State at the Foreign Office,"
said : “The basis of con-
fidence in relations beiween
East and West in Europe has
sufifered severely.” ~

The 'U.8. :delegation’s eo-
chairman, Judge Griffin Bell,
condemned ‘- the Russians’
“lamentable’ record Yof con-
tinued * denial " of ° human .|
rights.”

He added: “The Soviet
Inyasion of Afghanistan cast
A ' shadow “over - East-West"
relations, which nothing but |
the total withdrawal of Soviet'
troops can dispel.’*

With an agenda for the full
meeting still not agreed, a
conference delegate said : “We
have a hard line but' with:a"
soft centre. We must continue.

“The future of Poland, let
alone the world, is at stake.” :




