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FALKLANDS TISLANDS

Tha Prime Mlnlstcr indicated to Mr Nott on Monday evening

: that she would like to know how quickly RN ships could be

deployed to the Falkland Islands. Separately you have written
to John Holmes s.uvg;est:mfr that the paper which Lord Carr_JFto“
will rut to OD in the near future should address the question of
contlngency planning, This is in hand and =y letter deals only
w1th the limited question of ship deployments.

As to frigates the Vest Indies guardship, HEMS LONDONERRY,
dlsfapi ol A weehs sailing time from the Falkland islands. She is,
however; essentially a trials ship and carriss limited close ranzs
armaments. Moreover, she has rno dedicated tanker SUEpoPT, S0 that
if ports on the South American coast were denisd to her she could
not reach the Falklands This copsideration weould also appnly to
the frigate ANDROMEDA uurrcqtlv undergoing trials in the Bahanzs.

There are, as the Prime Minister observed, RN ships participating
in the NATO Exercise SAFE PASS 82, which conulnues until 18th March
in the Gulf of Mexico and sff the Eastern Seaboard of the United
States. They are the frigate HMS DANAE (part of STANAVFORLANT)
and the,.nuclear-powered submarine K4S COURAGEOUS. Deployment of .
HMS DANAE to the Falklands would r»un into the same problems as that

of HMS LONDONDERRY; although a tanker is in attendance it is

servicing STANAVFORLANT as a whcle and is in any case not a British
vessel. i

In short, if a frigate were teo te Adeplcoyed to the Fallzian

RFA support would also ba “eressary Passage time whethesr fro:
Cariblbean or the UK would be in the order of 20 days. MNainten
of one frigate on station on a seini-permanent, detcr"“zL ;;sis
aliow

in practice, require the deployment cf two, in order to
maintenance and serviceability.
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‘until mid-<April before returning to the UK, ENDURANCE carries &
‘Wasp helicopters armed with close range missiles and is hersel+

time from Port Stanley. She will remzin in the South Atiantic
armed with two. 20mm .Oerlikon guns. The Prime Minister will aico
know 'of the permanent Falklands Garrison comprising 42 Royal Ferines;

they are equipped with-light infantry weapons. The annual roulegent
of- the detachment is scheduled to take place between 24th Marcih and

‘5th April,

I am copying this letter to John Holmes.
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FATKLAND ISLANDS

il You asked this morning for a short note for the Secretary
of State to send to the Prime Minister indicating how quickly
RN ships cculd be deployed to the Falkland Islands, against
the background of the hardening of Argentinian attitudes.

viole 2. T attach a factual draft. It does not address the
practical difficulties, especially in terms of general RN -
and in particular RFA - availability. Nor, of course, does
it deal with other possible options, involving the other two
Services,for reinforcing the Falklands.

m:‘ ‘u‘
9 March 1982 N H NICHOLLS
Head of DS 5
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1o Wi °- t?q Ice Patrol vessel EiiS ENDURARCE is at nresernt c.zrs
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Scuth Atlantic until mid-April before returning to the U:i.
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the region. ©She is currently off Adelaide island, within
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ENDURANCE carries two Wasp-helico?%ers srmed with close rznze
missiles and is pnerself armed with twec 20mm Cerlikon gu=ms. L
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LA nZT’ne West Indies guardship, HMS LONDONDERRY, is up to -
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3 weeks sailing time from the.ﬂalkland islands. ©She is, however,
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Moreover, she has no dedicated}tanker supfort,so shat 3
on the South American coast were denied to her she could not
reach the Falklands. This consideration would also apply to the
frigate ANDROMEDA currently undergoing trials in the Ea=zazmzs.

‘g. There are, as the Prize Pinistep.observed, 3N shins
participating in the NATO Exe%cise SAFflPASS 82, which continues
until 18 Maréh in the Gulf 04 Mexico and off the Eastern Sea-
board of the United States. IThey are the frigate HMS DANAE

(part of STAWAVFORLANT) and the naclear-powered submarine

. H1MS COURAGEOUS. Deployment gf HMS DANAE to the Falklancs would
run into the same problems aé that of HMS LONDONDERRY; &lthough
a tanter is in attendance it is servicing STANRAVFORLAIT zs a

whole and is in any case not a British vessel.

@; In short, if a frigate were to be deployed to the Falxlands,
RFA support would also be necessary. Passage time whether from
the Catibbean or the UK would be in the order of 20 days.

Maintenance of one frigate on station on a semi -permanent,

deterrent basis would, in practice, require the deployment of .
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_two, in order to allow for mazinterance and serviceability.

._' . | i I
: :-gtﬁvdghe Prime Minister willl?now of the permnrent Falvlzrnds

Garrison ccmprising 42 Royal Marines; they are egquipped with lignht
infantry weapons. The annual roulezent of the detachment
is screduled to take place tetween 24 Mzrch arnd 5 April.

6. . I am conying this letter to [?S/Foreign znd Commonyvealtn

Secretary./
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'SECRETARY OF STATE

Reference your note on the attached, I spoke to Lord
Carrington's office and reminded them of Flag A.

2. This will inevitably become linked with the more immediate
concern about Argentinian intentions viz-a-viz the Falklands about
which the Prime Minister spoke to you yesterday. You will recall
that she asked you whether a frigate gould be sent to the islands
in order to show a presence. A suggested response is at Flag B
and I should be grateful for your agreement to it.

Sie As you will see from Flag C the Prime Minister had already
asked for some work to be done on contingency planning. The
question is whether we should use this suggested report to OD

as a peg on which to hang an approach to your colleagues for new
money to run on ENDURANCE. The Foreign Office feel that they should
wrap all the issues - the political aspects, contingency planning
and ENDURANCE - in a paper which they would put to OD in two or
three weeks time. There would be some merit in treating ENDURANCE
in this way as a purely FCO paper distances us from the argument to
some extent (we would, of course, clear the paper in draft). On

the other hand the risk would remain that, if your colleagues attention
is focused on ENDURANCE at a time when there is some concern about
Argentina's intentions we will end up being told to run on the ship
wholly or partly at the expense of the defence budget. But this

. is a risk inherent in an approach at any time and I suggest that we
should agree to proceed as the FCO propose.

T

9th March 1982 (NHRE)




