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RECORD OF A CALL ON THE MI
NISTER OF STATE BY REPRES
?:ETHE FALKLAND ISLANDS COMMITTEE AT 1100 ON 9 MARCENISE;VES
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE ;

Present:

Mr Richard Luce MP Falkland Islands Committee:
Mr Robin Fearn

Sir John La
Mr Jeremy Cresswell Pk

Mr Eric O
Mr Colin Bright g

Air-Commodore Brian Frow
Major John Spafford
Mr Frank Mitchell

Ms Sukey Cameron

1= Mr Luce opened the meeting by saying how helpful it was to
have.occasional meetings with members of the Falkland Islands
Committee. The recent round of Anglo-Argentine talks in New York
had provided a good reason for holding a meeting now.

2. He then gave an outline of the discussions in New York,
commenting particularly on the presence of Councillors Blake and
C@eek, who had played a very helpful and constructive role. 1In
his view, it was essential that Councillors should be present at
all talks with the Argentines where the Islands' future was under
discussion. The talks had focussed on an Argentine proposal on
procedures for making better progress towards a solution of the
dispute. There had been no discussion of substance. At the end
of the two days of talks, a communique had been issued and both
sides had agreed to consider the Argentine proposal in depth and
to consult their governments. There was agreement by all present
at the talks that the dispute should be solved by peaceful
negotjation.

5 Mr Luce emphasised, however, that he had been extremely
disappointed at subseqguent statements issued by the Argentine
Government and at irresponsible articles in the Argentine press

which in no way reflected the cordial spirit of the discussions

in New York. He had taken the opportunity to make clear in the

House of Commons on 3 March that HMG had no doubts about British
sovereignty over the Islands; that the wishes of the Islanders

were paramount; that any future talks would, as before, have to |
be conducted without prejudice to our position on sovereignty; |
and that no final solution could ever be accepted without the
agreement of both the Islanders and the British Parliament. He
had also expressed deep concern about the tone of recent
Argentine statements and press articles. It was unacceptable to
HMG to be asked to negotjate against a background of threats.

It was now up to the Argentines to see whether they could recover
their position. Only if the Argentines were clear about the
basic British requirement could negotiatjons be taken forward.
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ALchoncerned want?d a peaceful solution to the dispute~but the
gut ook_was n?t br!ght. Obviously HMG were concerned not to take
Ny action which might make Islanders"' lives more difficult, but

’

negotiations could only be continued on i
i a basi
the parties concerned. S e

4. 'S1r John Eapsley §sked where the Argentine press had been
gett1ng their information. Mr Fearn recalled that there had for
some time been a build-up of steam in Argentina on the Falklands
issue. The Argentine Government had issued a communique in

XuLy 1?81 wh1?h.had been a tqughly—worded expression of the
.rgent1?e position on sovereignty. The Argentines were becoming
increasingly frustrated at the lack of progress despite the many
years gf talks. This communique had been welcomed by the
A?gent1ne press and its general line had been repeated many times
since. The New York talks had provided a further stimulus to the
press: both before and after them there had been a steady stream
of articles advocating the need both to accelerate the negotiations
and, if this could not be done, to look to other means, including
force, to settle the dispute. The Argentine press were not a
particularly responsible body and it was unlijkely that they would
ever accept the need for quiet diplomacy. As a result of the
Argentine press attention, the expectations of the Argentine
public had been raised. At the same time the new Presijdent,
General Galtieri, was adopting a much more muscular approach on a
number of issues, for example the Beagle Channel dispute with
Chile. This general approach was clearly helpful for the
Argentine Government's jmage within the country but it was not
Likely to help to lead to a solutien of the dispute, Mr Ogden
wondered whether the press artjcles had been insptred by the
Argentine Government to put pressure on Mr Luce at the New York
talks. Mr Fearn said that the Argentine Government claimed that
the articles were the press's own work and that they did not
subscribe to the advocacy of the use of force. However, the
press did attribute some at least of what they said to "unnamed
government sources'", and it was difficult to believe that the
Government had not played at least some role. Mr Luce recalled
that he had made clear to Sr Ros that it would be impossible for
the British side to continue the negotiations in an atmosphere

of threats. 1If the Argentine Government had hoped to put pressure
on him in this particular way, then it had been a clumsy and
entirely counter-productive device.

5 Major Spafford had been in Argentina while the talks had been
taking place in New York. The Argentine press had made much of

the fact that the Councillors were participat1qg as members of the
British delegation, rather than as representatives of Fhe IsLapders.
This clearly led to misunderstandings among the Afgent1ne pub!1c,

as it encouraged them to see the IsLandgrs as having closer Llinks
Wwith the UK than with the Falkland Island§ themselves. Was thsre
not some way in which this misrepresentation could be overczme.

Mr Luce pointed out that the Argentines.cguld only accept ;hat

the dispute was between them and the British Government. ey

/could
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coutq not'accept the Islanders as a third party Ther

noth1qg significant in this. Mr Ogden recatLed'that tsewas
Councillors had in any case a different role to play at the talk
They acted as observers on behalf of their colleagues and hadatos.

report back to them They had differ
. ent term
The et ofithe Biieh L s of reference from

6. Mr Ogden thought that the Minister's rebuttal in the House
of CQmmons'of the Argentine threats had not received the
publicity it §hould have. Mr Luce disagreed. Both The Times
a:d The Guardian had had substantial articles on the dispute in
;ag ézz; zzzﬁ.negrtOgdenhwongred wh?ther the Argentine tactics
LR nogo o o Eus Ministers into a corner where they
e whe2h1:nthUt to call off the talks. 1In pgrticular,
Rl taLEs he ?;ess rgports that the Argent1nes had
S s Retan shou continue at monthly 1gtgrvats were

i e said there had been many specific proposals
put forward by the Argentines, some of which had been accurately
reflected in the press. However, the important thing to remember
was that no decisions had been taken in New York: all the
discussions had been ad referendum to the Islands' Council and
HMG. Sir John Lapsley asked what future there would be in
continuing the negotiations: presumably the Argentines were
still adamant about the need for sovereignty to be transferred
to them? Mr Luce stressed that it was important te be clear that
if agreement were reached on the prineiple of continuing the
negotiations, both sides should participate in the talks without
prejudice to their position on sovereignty and be prepared to
discuss all the individual aspects of the dispute. Unless this
were the case, they would not be true negetiations. Mr Ogden
asked whether other Government departments would be involved.
If negotiations were carried forward solely by the respective
Foreign Ministries they would inevitably centre on the sovereignty
aspect. If the discussions were widened to cover every aspect of
the dispute and if several different Ministries were involved,
he was sure this would be helpful. Mr Luce repeated that every
aspect would have to be covered and that other Departments would
necessarily be involved in the detailed work. Mr Fearn said that
experts would clearly need to be called in to look at some
aspects of the points which would need to be cleared up, but "3t
would be premature to take any decisions now.

T Air-Commodore Frow asked whether, followina the Islandgrs'
rejection of lease-back, there had been any further discussjon of
this with the Argentines. Mr Luce replied that Lease-back had
not been touched on at the New York talks. HMG had takep note_of
the Islanders' opposition to the whole idea; we had no 1ntentjon
of pushing any particular solution on anyone. .Our sole intention
was to search for a solution to the dispute which would be'
acceptable to everyone. Mr 0gden asked whether the Argentines
had shown any willingness to offer an overall package of
concessions in exchange for British agreem?nt to meet more 3
regularly. Mr Luce had the feeling tha?, if gnLy a structur: &
dialogue could be developed, the Argentines might be prepare
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discuss how best to pursue a comprehensive solution to {he dispute.
He was sure that the best hope of resolving the difficulties Lay
in peaceful negotiations. Mr O0gden hoped that the whole question
of British relations with Argentina could be involved in these
discussions. This was, after all, what the Argentines principally
wanted. Development of the Falkland Islands would be of Llittle
help to them, but they would value development of commercial Llinks
with Britain. Mr Luce said that he had already given some thought
to this. The Argentines clearly attached importance to their
relations with the United Kingdom and, even more, to their
relations with the USA. Mr Enders of the US State Department was
visiting Buenos Aires at this very moment. If the Argentines were
really interested in improving their relations with the USA, then
there was a possibility that it could be helpful for us over the
dispute. But he repeated that HMG were only prepared to take
talks forward on the basis which he had already outlined.

8. The representatives of the Committee raised a number of
individual issues.  Air-Commodore Frow asked whether the British
Ambassador in Buenos Aires had really teld the Argentine press
that sovereignty was at the bottom of the list as far as HMG were
concerned. Mr Bright recalled that the Ambassador had subsequently
made clear that he had been speaking in Spanish and that this was
not what he had intended to say. Rather he had wished to make
clear that sovereignty was the basiec fssue. Mr Ogden asked whether
the Embassy in Buenos Aires had been strengthened. Mr Fearn said
that numbers had not been changed, but the post of Head of Chancery
had been upgraded. Mr Mitchell asked whether the decision to
withdraw HMS Endurance was irrevocable. Did the news that :
HMS Fearless and HMS Intrepid were to continue in servicg give any
grounds for hope on HMS Endurance? Mr. Luce said that Fh1s was a
matter for MOD. However, he personally thought it unlikely that
the decision would be changed. Mr Ogden asked whe?her HMG would
be able to help FIG financially to open an office in Loqdon. The
Falkland Islands Office was a useful organ1sation{ but it was
handicapped by not being the official representative of'the
Falkland Islands Government. He was thinking of something along
the Lines of the Hong Kong GovernmentdOfIiceg Mr trc:i::caLLed
Hong Kong Government Office dealt above a
zgzﬁeizz andgtour?sm, and was paid for bY the ﬂong Kong G9vern?ent.
However, he was prepared to look at the idea w1thogt com@1tmen -
Mr Fearn asked whether Mr 0Ogden saw the work of this off;cedas
being primarily to attract investment to the FaLkLan: Is ?Ca:é
Mr Ogden agreed that it was. On the %slands, even tde p;1 g
sector lLooked to the Government for finance. He wondere .: s
HMG could help provide more finance for FIG. Mr Fearn S?;G
the Governor had been pursuing the po§s1b1l1tY th951ﬂgd el
reserves as a guarantee for:a commerc1a} [o'ain Rl 1st AL
discussed in detail during the Governor's most re?e:ic Lo
the UK and the Crown Agents were relatively opt;m1:his.
was for FIG to take the decision on whether to do .
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9+ Major Spafford asked whether the Minister thought that the
recent increase in Argentine activity had anything to do with the
Islands' 150th anniversary celebrations, planned to take place in
1983. Mr Luce conceded that this was possible, but stressed
again that HMG could only conduct talks in the right atmosphere.
If the Argentines thought that their present tactics would put
pressure on HMG, they must think again. Mr Ogden said that the
150th anniversary was a very important milestone for the Islanders.
He thought it was essential that a member of the Royal Family
should visit to take part in celebrations. Mr Luce replied that
we were actively looking at the possibility of a Royal Visit. But
no-one should be in any doubt that relations with Argentina could
well deteriorate in the near future: there were implications in
this for the question of a Royal Visit.

10. Sir John Lapsley wondered whether it would ever be possible
to work out a solution which would guarantee for the Islanders
what they wanted but which would also be saleable to the Argentine
Government and public. Mr Luce replied that there should be no
doubt that this was a very difficult problem indeed. But if a
structured framework of discussion could be set up, then it was
just possible that a solution might emerge.

11. The meeting ended at 1145.
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