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the In my submission of 18 March, I said that I would be
recommending that the Secretary of State should minute the
Defence Secretary seeking his agreement on a contingency
basis to maintaining HMS Endurance on station in the area of
the Falklapd IslandsifopStheNtinenbeana S ThelSecied anyiol
State's intention to do so is also reflected in the draft
minute, which I have separately recommended he should send

S L
FALKLAND ISLANDS: HMS ENDURANCE

to the Prime Minister on contingency planning. I submit
a drafitc
Zs Present plans are for HMS Endurance to leave the area

for the UK in mid-April, having rotated the Marine garrison
in the last week of March and having made two official
calls to Argentine ports in the finst half of April.

2 The draft minute to Mr Nott reminds -him of the Secretary
of State's intention to raise in OD the broader guestion of

HMS Endurance's future. &57
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