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4. FOLLOWIKG 1S TEXT GF KY MalIN STATEMENT IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL
CH 1 AFRIL:

S MEFZERS OF THE COUNCIL WILL EE EWARE, THERE HAVE BEEN DIFFER
FOP MAKY YEARS BETWEEN RY GOVERNNMENT AND THE GOVERKMENT OF THE
REPURLIC OF ARGENTINA CONCERKN (NG THE FALKLAND ISLEKDS. HY
GOVERKMENT HAS ASKED FOR TH!S EMERGENCY PEETING OF THE COUNCIL

SE T KOW HAS REASON 70 BELIEVE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF
LRGERTINA IS PLANKING TO ATTEMPT TO INVADE THESE ISLAKDS.

THE FALKLAWDS ARE SITUATED IKN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC, SCME 778
JHEBHERRES NORTHI EEST ORI CGARPE HBRN WSIE BV AVE S nCEISAT I OO R
ABOUT 19pg PECPLE. THESE ARE PECPLE OF MAIKLY BRITISH ORIGIN,
MBST OF WH0M HAVE BEEk BORN THERE TO FAMILIES wHICH HAVE LIVED
THERE FOR EGENERATICNS. THERE 4S NO SIGREFICANT ARGERTINE ELEMERT
ik THE POPULA \ K BAS EXERCYSED SGVEREIGRTY @VER THE

RY AND CONTIKUES

FOR SEVERAL' Y THE 4FFAIRS DF THE FALKLANDS HAVE BEEN DYSCUSSED

BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. THE FALKLANDS ARE ONE OF THOSE

TERRITORIES AEOUT WHICH THE UNITED KINGDOM REPDRTS TC THE UKITED
KAT{ONS UNDER ARTICLE 73(E) OF THE CHARTER. AT THE MDST RECENT
€ESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMELY, ‘2 DECISION WAS ADOPTED TO THE
EFFECT THAT THE COMMITTEE OF ob SHOULL KEEp THE SITURTIONVER THE
TERRITORY UKDER REVIEW. THE ASSEMELY HAS NOT ADOPTED & RESOLUTCN

ON THE SUEJECT FOR SEVERAL YEARS EUT HAS CONTERTED ITSELF WITH

TAKING NHOTE OF DEVELOPMENTS.

MY GOYERNMENT AKD THE GOVERKMENT OF ARGENTIKA HEVE HELD A SERIES
OF MEETINGS TO DISCUSS THE SITUAT!ON - IK THE FALKLARD ISLARDS,

IN THESE MEETINGS, ELECTED REFRESENTATIVES OF THE LOCAL
POPULATIOK HAVE REGULARLY TAKEN PART. REPORTS HAVE BEEN SUBKITTED
70 THE GENERAL ASSEMELY ABDUT THESE MEETINGS, RCST RECERTLY IN
KOTES DATED 3 APRIL 1981 (DOCUMENT A/36/15€). IN THIS WOTE, 1T

IS STATED THAT:
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THAT GCEASIO!
EGOTIATING ERpv
Ff‘fLUTICuS OF THE GENERAL ASE
VERKMENT APPEARS TO HAVE DECIDED,
THAT T DID NOT WISH TO CONT(NUE CN
CCHMUNTOUE VHICH HAD EEEN AGREED AT
KOT PUSLISHED IN EUENDS AIRES.

RECENTLY, RELAT$ONS BETWEEN FHE UKITED KiHGToM )

DETERIBRATED AS A RESULT OF &N IKCIDENT 1% SDUTH GEORGIX,

THE DEPENDENCIES OF THE FALKLAND ISLAKDS, wHiCH 1S/ GVER 138

K{LOMETRES FROM THE FALKLZND ISLANDS THEMSELVES. THE UKITED

KiKCDOM ISED SOVEREIGKTY OVER SOUTH GEGRGIA SINCE 1775

VHEN THE {D WAS DISCOVERED BY CAFTA!N €COK. & 23 ITISH

GOVERKHENT oN ON SOUTH GECRGIA SINCE 1589,

AT PRESENT & ER ENTARCTIC SUR SE PROVIDES AN ALL
YEAR ROUND ERITISH PRESENCE. THE ARGEN CL&1M TO SGUTH
RG1& DATES ONLY FROM 1957 AKD RESUMABLY BESED ON THE
KD'S ALLEGED PRCX!M RG YE MAIRLEND,

THE COMMAKDER QF THE BR 1T FSH
ON SOUTH GEORGIA REPORTED ON
CARGO VESSEL WAS AKRCHORED (N
LARGE PARTY OF ARGENTINES WER
FLAG HAD BEEN HOISTED. THE B#SE COMMANDER
NO RIGHT TO LAND ON SOUTH GEORGIA WITHOUT
FROM THE BRIT!SH AUTHORIT!IES AND ORDERED T
SLRY CLEARANCE OR TO LEAVE. TH ‘ . :
fhe oL A+ IECRTION) FRoh, e AREERTINE GOVERKMENT, BOTH 1N
AiP S AND LOI\'“Q»R, t"LKING CLEAR THAT WE REGARDED THIS AS
KTIALLY SERIOUS INCIDENT AND ASKING THE ARGENTINES TO
FOR THE IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE OF THE SHIP AND PARTY.
LNCE, & LIGHTLY-ARMED ICE-PATROL VESSEL, WAS DRDERED
LREA.
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THE ARGERTINE SHIP AND MDST DF THE PARTY
BUT LBOUT TEK ARGERTINES REMZINED

W40 CLALHED TO HAVE HAD NO PRIOR KK

ESSURED US THAT NO SERVIKE MILITARY PERSONNEL MWERE !hVDLYED:
THE MEN WERE SORKING FOR A COMMERCIAL CCMPANY WHICH HAS A
CONTRACT TO REWMOVE ECUIPMENT FROM DISUSED MUALING STATICONS ON
SOUTH GEORGIA. IT WAS HOWEVER UNRELSONAELE, TRE THE AREBENTINE
GDVERNMENT STATED, TO EXPECT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT TC SEEK
OUR AUTHOR{SAT ION FOR THEIR FRESENCE ON TERRITORY CLAIMED BY
ERGENTINA, 5 v
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THEMSELVES TO ARTANGE FOR THE MEW’S D

THE{R POSITION, HE SHOULD AS & L£ST
CARD, WITHOUT USING FORCE, AND RETURK TH

P

ED, 190
FORT STAMLEY, THE CAPITAL GF THE FALKLAKD ISLANDS. THE ARGENTINE
COVERMMENT REPLIED THAT THEY wOULD REGARD THIS AS GRAVELY
FRGVOCATIVE. WE ASSURED THEM IN TURK THAT WE WISHED IF AT ALL
POSSIELE TO PREVENT ANY ESCALATICH OF THIS INCIDENT, EUT THAT

THE MEN HAD TG BE REMOVED SCOK. #F THE ERGENTINE GOVERNMENT

COULD DEVISE & METHOD OF DOING SO, WE WOULD BE FREPARED TO PERRAT
}T. iF NDT, THE CAPTAIN OF HHS ENDURANCE WOULD HEYE TO ' CARRY
QUT HiS INSTRUCTIONS. | SHOULD LIKE TC EYPHASIZE AT THIS POIKT,
¥R PRESIDENT, THAT HMS ERDURANCE HAS PLAYED KO ACTIVE PART 1K THIS
INC{DENT. SHE HAS NOT APPROACRED THE ARGENTIKE PARTY AT LEITH

EUT A4S BEEN STAKRDING BY WELL AWAY FROM THEH.

OK 25 MAERCH AN ARGERTINE NAVAL TRANSPORT VESSEL ARRIVED AT
LEITR HAPBOUR 7O DELIVER FURTHER SUPPLIES TO THE MEN ASHORE,
THE BRITISH AMEASSADOR IN BUENOS AIRES SOUGHT AN ELRLY RESPONSE
ROM THE ARGE &

KT OVERRMENT TO OUR PREVIOUS REQUESTS THAT
OULD &RR FOR

v
SH DR THE MEN'S DEPARTURE. TH!S RECUEST ¥AS
SED. THE BRIT AMEASSADOR MADE IT CLEAR TC THE ARGERTINE
RNMENT THAT WE WISHED TO DO EVERYTHING WE COULD TO aVOID
RONTATION AND PROPOSED THAT IF THE FARTY REOUESTED THE_
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PROFER AU"HDR?SATIDN FROM THE BRITISH AUTHCRITIES AT GRYTVIKEN
THIS WOULD BE GIVEK, NO IMMEDIATE REPLY WAS REC EIVED FROP. THE
ARGENTINE GOVERKMENT.
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BUT Ok 26 MARCH THE ARGENTIKRE GOVERWHE
STATEMERT ANNDUNCING THAT THE ARGENTIN

E PARTY WOULD BE GIVER
ALL NECESSARY FROTECTION BY THE ARGEKRTIKE SOVERNMENT. THE
ARGEKTIKE PRESS REPDRTED THAT ARGERTINE NAVAL VESSELS HAD EEEN

ORDERED INTO THE AREA.

ON B HARCH, THE ARGERTIKE FOREIGH MINISTER SERT A MESSAGE
7O LORD CARRINGTON, THE ERITISK FOREIEN AND COMMOKWEALTH SECRETARY,
BEJECTING THE BRITISR FROPCSAL TO REGULARISE THE FRESENCE DF THE
ARGERTINE CHTIZENS tR SDUTR GECRE!A BUT PRESSING IKSTEAD FOR

| DER

DSSCUSSIOK NOT ONLY OF THIS 1SSUE BUT ALSD OF THE ¥
SOVEREJGKTY PSSUE. |

ON 3¢ HARCH, STATEMENTS IN BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT IR

LOKDON MADE T CLEAR THAT THE BRITISH GOVERKMERT HAD N0 WISH TO
INTERFERE WITH A STRAIGHTFORWARD COMMERCIAL CONTRACT BUT THAT
WE COULD NOT ACCEPT AN ILLEGAL UNAUTHORISED PRESENCE OK BRITISH

EEI;{QRY. THE STATEWMENT EVPHASISED DUR WISH TC DEFUSE THE
T,

TE
YSSUE AND TD PURSUE A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION TO b
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FAELIER TOLAY, THE ARGERTINE FOREIGK MINISTER GAVE THE

GGVERNRENT TO THE BRITISH AMBASSALOR IK BUENDS AIRES,
S NEGATIVE. BE DECLINED YO DISCUSS FURTHER

THE FPCUBLEMS DCCASICNED BY THE ILLEGAL PRESENCE OF ARGENTIAE
NATIONALS ON SOUTH GECRGIA. HE SPECIFICALLY STATED THAT RE KO
LONGER WISHED 70 USE DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS TO DISCUSS THE

SITUATICK IN SDUTH CEGRGIA.
MR PRESIDENT, ! HAVE DESCRIBED IX MORE DETAIL THIS CIDERT
LFFECTING SOUTH GECRG!A. BUT THE PURPDSE GF MY GOV
CALLING TH1S MEETING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL IS T

1
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KSiDER THE
THREAT KCOT 70 SOUTH GEGREIA BUT TC THE FALKLEND €
AS | HAVE ALREADY SkID, ARE MORE THAMN 1322 KILCHETRE
WE HAVE EVIDENCE THAT THE ARGEKRTINE KAVY 4§ ABDUT 70 LAY
INVASIOR, POSSIELY AS EARLY AS TOMORROW MORNING. THE ARGE
£S5 HAS FOR SEVERAL DAYS BEEN CLRRYEHG NOT ONLY DETAILED
UNTS OF AREENTINE KAVAL MOVEMERTS "iﬁ READIKESS FOR
LTIOKS IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC'' BUT ALSD STATEMERTS ABOUT THE
{FICAKCE DF THESE MDYEMEKRTS BY THE ARGENT INE FINISTER OF
NCE. OK 2B MARCH ALL NAVAL LEAVE WAS CANCELLED. IT 15
CLEAR THAT ALMGST ALL THE ARGERTINE FLEET, IKCLUGING AN
AIRCRAFT CARRIER, DESTROYERS, CORVEYTES ARD SUEF &R INES, IS hOK
AT SEA., YESTERDAY ALL ARG thNA’S Ci13¢ TRARSPORT AIRCRAFT LEFT
THEIR BASES. THEIR DESTINATION WAS NOT REVEALED BUT AC
TC THE ARGENTINE PRESS THEY ARE BEING PREPARED TO AIRLIFT
TROOPS TO THE SDUTHERK PART OF THE COUKTRY. OK 38 WARCH,
AT LEAST -TWO £ IRCRAFT OF THE ARGERTINE AIR FORCE OVERFL
FALKLAKND IHLLhDS, WITHOUT DIPLCMATIC CLEARAKCE HAVIKG
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SDUGRT fN ACCORDANCE wiTH NDRMAL INTERKATIONAL PROCEDURES, J
DF THESE DVER?LiGHTS ¥WAS BY RIGHT AKD THE AIRCRAFT CARRIED

LiGHTS. ALL OF THIS ACTIVITY, AND THE STATEMENTS BY ARGERT

¥ {NISTERS THAT HAVE ACCOMPANIED iT, HAVE SIVEN MY GDVERKMEKT

REASON TO BELIEVE THAT &N ATTEMPT 1$ AEOUT TO KADE TC USE
FORCE T0 CHANGE THE ADMINISTRAT IOk OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
AGASNST THE WISHES OF THE JRNHABITANTS

MR PP:S!’ENT MY Gﬁ‘fr‘ktﬁT V}VV: THE FRESENT SITUART 0N

WITH THE UTMOST SER IDUCKZES. WE CALL ON THE SECURITY COUKCIL
TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION (K DRDER 10 PREVERT AN INVASION. ME i
LSK TH)S COUNCIL TO EXERCISE ITS RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE
CHARTER TO MAIKTAIN INTERNATIONAL PEACE AWND SECURITY. WE ASK
TH1S COUNCIL TO CALL UPDN THE GOVERNMENT OF RRGERTINA TO
REFRAIN FROM THE THREAT OR USE OF FCRCE RGAINST THE FALKLAND
ISLANDS AND TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT. | CAN ASSURE THE COUKCIL
THAT MY GOVERNMENT HAS COKDUCTED THE RECENT KEGUTIATICNS N
FERFECT GOOD FAITH AND THAT THE BRITISK GDVERNMENT STANDS READY
TO CONTINUE THESE KEGCTIATIONS IN THE FUTURE. WHAT 1S
UNAGCCEPTARLE !5 AK ATTEWFT TO CHANGE TRE SITUATION EY FORCE.
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THIS MORNING THE SECRETARY GEKERAL SUMMCKED THE
DISTINGUISHED REFRESENTATIVE OF ARGENTINA AND MYSLEF SEPARATELY
TG EXPRESS H1S DEEP CCKCERN OVER THE SITUAT IOk {N THE SOUTH
ATLARTIC AKD TO URGE RESTRAINT OR EOTH S{DES. AT NOCH TODAY HE
ISSUED A STATEMENT URGING THE TWO EDVERNMENTS TO CORTINUE TO
USE DIPLOMATIC MEANS TG RESOLVE THE OU STANDING 1SSUES BETVEEN
THE TwD COUNTRIES. | AW LUTHORISED TO INFORM YOU MR PRESIDENT
AND MEMEERS OF TRE COUNCIL THAT T IS THE FERVERT WISH OF MY
COVERNMENT TO USE DIPLCMATIC CHARNELS TO RESDLVE OUTSTAKDING
ISSUES AND 70O EVERT A CRISIS. &S | HeVE JUS DESCRIBED IO THE
COUNCIL, MY COVERNMENT HAS HMLDE REPEATED EFFORTS TO ENGAGE THE
ARGENT INE GOVERKMEKRT IN THE SEARCH FOR A DIPLCYATIC SOLUTION.
THOSE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN REBUFFED THIS MORNING IR BUEKOS AIJRES,
}T IS THS REFUSAL OF THE ARGERTINE COVERWMERT 70O PURSUE
THE PATH OF NEGOTIATICK, COMEIRED WITR 1TS DISTUREBING NEVAL AKD
pILITARY PREPARATIONS, wHICH BAVE LED MY GOVERKMENT TO REQUEST
THIS URGENT MEETIKG OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. WE ASK THE
COUNCIL TO CALL UPOR THE GOVERKMERT OF ARGENTINA TO
EXERC!SE THE UTMOST RESTRAIKT AND TO REFRAIN FROM THE USE OR
THREAT OF FORCE !K THE SODUTH ATLANTIC. THIDS IS THE WAY FOR THE
can

Cou hCIL S0 GIVE EK AFFROPRIATE RESPONSE TO THIS MEANACING
SiTUATcOh iH THE AREA
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