WO Jouenasmetn) 1917 A 8

o A (R X 1
0/t A7tews JOVLA/ (7 M AW % \ 55,'

1 ol R . (] it S

2¢Mew 71 ¥

.~

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

. Arsentina's Position and Claims. Argentina claiﬂ%‘lerritorial vaters
of 220 miles, with navigation and overflights permitted beyond 12 miles (aNM 12).
She also claimk*%overeignty over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the
South Sandwich Islands and the waters 200 miles around them. The Commander f
the Navy, Admiral lMassera, who a memver of the ruling Junta may-ve aws WM
developing éﬁuéggggz?dent policy of jnitiating direct military action against
,the islands. 4 sources suzge that the Admiral m ngaevcloping a plan
for a joint Navy/Air Force operation to occupy the Falkland Islands,

lconcurrent with an appeal for intervention by a UN peace-keepin; force to sl

Y pre—empt British military countermeasures. vhilst Admiral lassera's plans uu4€ggzél

_wey Ye part of an impending inter-Service struggle for power, the government ak~ e,

~ as~a~whole needg a foreign policy success after recent set-hacks in relations
with Chile and Brazil. The area South cf 60 South“®Athe subject of the
Antarctic Treaty of 12;9 to which Argentina, the UK and 10 other countries
are signatories; it%4& considered unlikely that Argentina will take any action
south of this latitude.
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