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1, THE FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED ME TO CALL AT 1230 WHEN HE COMMUNICATED
TO ME & FORMAL WNOTE ADDRESSED TO ME ABOUT THME SINKING OF THE
BELGRANO, TRANSLATION OF TEXT N MIFT,
| s
2. IN THE ENSUING CONVERSATION DR ARIAS SAID KE WISHED ME TO BE M
NO DOUBT ABOUT THE PROFOUMND SHOCK AND CONSTERNAT 1ON FELT BY THE
PERUVIAN GOVENMZINT ON LEARNING OF THE ATTACK ON THE CRUISER AFTgﬁ
PRESIDENT BELAUNDE HAD ANNCUNCED HIS PEACE INITIATIVE, DR ARIAS SAID
THAT COSTA MENDEZ HAD TOLD HIM 0% THE TELEPHONE THAT THE 7 POINT
PLAN WAS BEING CONSIDERED BY THE MILITARY JUNTA IN BUENOS AIRES
RHEN THZ NEWS OF THE ATTACK 3RQUGHT ANY FURTHER CONSIDERATION AND
THE MEETING TG 4 CONCLUSION, DR ARIAS WENT O TO SAY THAT THE
PERUVIAN GOVERNMENT REGARDED THE SITUATION AS BEING ONE OF THE UTHOST
GRAVITY AND THAT THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS WOULD HAVE FAR REACHING
EFFECTS NOT OdLY ON BRITISH RELATIONS WITH LATIN AMERICA BUT FOR THE
CAS AND THZ AMERICAS AS A WHOLE, HE ALSO REFERRED TO THE IRISH
WITIATIVE REPORTED THIS MORNING AND SAID THAT A BRITISH VETO IN
THE SECURITY CCUNCIL wWOULD HAVE DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES.
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3, DR ARIAS 541D THAT PERU wWaS DISPCSID TOH 00 ANYTHIHE WHICH M ;T

SR 184G ROSTILITIES TO A® £4D AND HE wWaAS PREPARED TO QUCTE PUT SUéH
PRESSURE AS THEY COULD UNOUOTE O3 THT ARGENT INE GQOVERNMENT |IN ANY
AREAS WHICH %E MIGHT THINK OFFERED THE PROSPECT OF A CESSAT-

JON OF HOSTILITIES, IN THIS CONTEXT, OR ARIAS SAID THAT THE PERUVIANS
WOULD WELCOME DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IF WE
THOUGHT THIS WOULD HELP, THE PERUVIAN OBJSCTIVES WERE TO AVCID
REHEWED HOSTILITIES AND LOSS OF LIFZ,THEY WERE ALSQO ANXIOUS TO

AVGID FAHNING THE FLAMES [H ANGY wWAY, TC THIS END DR ARIAS SAID THAT

THE LEADER OF THE OPPO:iTIO‘ IH LOWDO% HAD hoh:& THE P;FUVEAN

EMBASSY FOR A COPY OF THF PCnUVIAH 7 HOI%T PLAN BUT THAT THE
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PERUV IAN »aaaa:"aaa BEEN | waTRucrcD NGT QEP'AT NOT TO PASS IT CN.
-__—-—"“‘—"‘"— - =

L, DR ARIAS SAID THAT THE ARGENT INE OFF ICIALS REFERRED TO IN MY TELNO
144 HAD LEFT HIM WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT THE 7 POINT FORMULA COULD
STILL FORN THE BASIS GF A SETTLEMENT WHICH THE ARGENT INE WILITARY

JUNTA MIGHT ACCEPT. (THIS HAD ALSO BEEN SUGGESTED TO ME BY WY
U3 COLLEAZUE IN MY EARLIER CDHVERSATIGN THIS FORN ING) o

5. DR ARIAS ALSO TOLD MZ THAT A MAJOR DEMORSTRAT ION M QUPPGRT OF
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kﬂGEQTIMA HAD AEEN ORGANISED BY ALL THE UNITED LEFT PARTIES FOR “THE
ERD OF THla WEEK AHD THAT IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND IN THE LIGHT OF
THE POPULAR MOOD, HE HAD DECIDED, AS SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE
GOVERHK ING ACL 104 POPULAR PARTY TC RECOMMENT AP REPRESENTATION IN
THIS DEMORSTRATION,
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