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DRAFT PRSIDENTIAL STATEMENT

President Reagan has directed Secretary of State Haig to
proceed immediately to Buenos Aires at the invitation of

President Galtier:.

The purpose of Secretary Haig's visit 1s to present to President
Galtieri and the governing junta a United States proposal -—--
approved by President Reagan -- to settle peacefully the dispute

between Argentina and the United Kingdom.

The framework for peace which Secretary Haig 1s bringing to

Buenosh Alresfderiaves it roms thetexXxtensive daisciissionsiehe fhds

pursued over the past three weeks i1n Buenos Aires, London

and Washington. It is based on Security Council Resolution

502 and on the purposes and principles of the UN Charter.

The chances of averting an ever widening armed conflict in the

South Atlantic' diminishesitwithieach#passingshour:¢ At this

critical jjuncture; 1 tiisethe fBreshidentficsshopedthat the will.

for peace and.thesstrengthuefi@statesmanshipiwillesprevaiil and

that the United States proposal will be seen as an equitable

basis for agreement.
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