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House of Lords Select Committee: Report of the Official Committee on Science

and Technology (STO)

Ref. A08687 s

Thank you for your minute of llth_."june, recording the discussion which

Dr, Nicholson and I had with the Prime Minister that morning,

e |

-—

2. We are amending the draft response to the Select Committee to take account
of the Prime Minister's decisions,

. On the point in paragraph three (a) of your minute, I would take the Prime
Minister's decision that the system of reviews of research should be established

for an initial trial period as essentially a matter of internal self-discipline, rather

than as something to be included in the published report. If we say in the report

that the system is being established for a trial period, that will invite another raft
—
of questions and suggestions for further changes.
4. I therefore propose that there should be no reference to a trial period in the

published report; but we will of course be report; g to the Prime Minister on the

initial experience of the system of reviews of reésearch at the end of the trial
period, so that she can then take a decisiom“whether to confirm the system or

make further changes.
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16th June, 1982
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TIM FLESHER

21 June, 1982




