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CALL ON GROHYKO 

1. I PA ID MY FAREWELL CALL ON GROMYKO ON 31 AU GUST . WE TALKED 

FOR 45 MINUTES, MA INLY ABOUT THE GEllERAL COURSE OF EAST-WEST 

RELATIONS BUT ALSO ABOUT THE MI DDLE EAST, ARMS CONTROL AND 

AllGLO-SOVIET RELATIONS. THROUGHOUT GROMYKO SEEflED DI SPOSED 

NOT TO BE CONTENT I OUS , BUT TO BE SEEK I NG A BETTER RELAT I ONSH I P, 

WITHOUT BE I NG ABLE TO OFfER ANY SIGN OF SUBSHNT I VE POL IC I ES 

WHICH WOULD JUSTIFY IT. 

EAST-WEST RE LATIONS 

2. IN THE COURSE OF I NITIAL COURTES IE S GROMYKO COMMENTED THAT 

~IY WORK HAD NOT BEEN EASY DUR I NG THE PERIOD OF MY STAY IN 

MOSCOW. I AGRRED AND COM~IEllTED THAT THE DIFFICULTI ES IN OUR, 

AND MORE GENERALLY THE wEST'S, RELAT I ONS WI TH THE USSR REFLECTED 

A LAC K OF CONFIDENCE AB OUT SOVIET POLICIES, THIS HAD BEEN CI.USED 

By SOYIET ACTIONS IN RECENT YEARS AND BY THE IMPRESSION TtIAT 

SOV IET POLICIES WERE BASED MORE ON A BE LIEF IN THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN 

SOCIALISM AND CAPITALISM THAN Oli ACCEPTANCE OF THE EXISTEIlCE OF 

DIFFEREllT POLITICAL SYSTEMS AND INTER ESTS . I N A LENGTHY RESPONSE 

GROMYKO SPOKE OF THE HI STORY OF ANGLO-SOVIET RELATIOfjS, THE UPS 

IItlD DOlmS , AND THE SOV IET POLICY OF "PEACEFUL COEX I STENCE ". 

wE EACH HAD OUR OWN SYSTEM, LAWS, AND I DEOLOGY . DIFFERENCES OF 

VIEW COULD llOT BE AVOIDED BUT WE MUST WORK THEM OUT AROUND THE 

tlEGOT I AT I NG TABLE IN COND I T IONS OF PEACE, NOT TRY TO IMPOSE OUR 

V I EWS ON EACH OTHER BY FORCE . GROMYKO KEPT RETURN I NG TO THE 

NEED TO SEEK A COMMON LANGUAGE. UNFORTUNATELY THERE WERE SOME 

COUIITRIES THAT DID NOT ACCEPT THE NEED TO DO SO, AND FOR EXAMPLE 

IN THE LAST YEAR HAD OBJECTED TO EVERY PROPOSAL AIMED AT 

IMPROVING THE SITUATI OII ttl THE WORLD . 

3. I COMMENTED THAT THERE WERE DIFFERENT tt<TERPRETATIONS OF THE 

PROCESS OF I'PEACEFUL COEx ISTEtlCE' I AND I 'DETENTE II. MANY 

IN THE WEST FELT THAT THE SOV I ET UIHOfj SAW THI S AS A SPECIFIC 

FORM OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE WHICH MERELY EXCLUDED THE RECOURSE 

TO ~I ILlTA RY POWER iGROMYKO'S OWII DEFIN ITI OII ttl HIS JANUARY 

1951 ARTICLE III "KOr'lMUNIST") . 

MIDDLE EAST -4. I THEN TURNED TO THE 'IIDDLE EAST AS ONE AREA 'tHERE THERE 

DID NOT IIECESSARILY HAVE TO BE A DIRECT CONFLICT OF I IITEREST S 

AND IIHERE wE COULD SEEK A COMMON LAtlGUAOE. HOW DI D HE SE E THE 

PROBLEM DEVELOPtt'G? GROI-aKO COtlDHItlED THE ISRAELIS IN FA MILIAR 

CONFiDE''-.lTiAL /-rI!R..M S. 



TERMS. TH EY WERE DR IVE N BY A DES I RE FOR FURTHER ANNEXATIONS . 

THE ARABS WOULD NOT FORGET FOR CE NTUR IE S THE ACTIONS OF THE 

ISRAELIS IN THE LEBANON AllO THOSE WHO~ PROMPTED AND AIDED THE M. 

GROMYKO GAVE L ITTLt-AWAY IN REPLYTo SPECIF I C QUESTIONS : 

{AI GEMAYEL: GROMYKO SAI D THAT HE WAS KIIOWN TO FAVOUR CAMP DAVID 

AN D i'OB'E PREPARED TO SIG II A SEPARATE DEAL WITH ISR,AEL. "'"­

EFFECT I VEL Y HE WAS WILL I NG TO BE All ALLY OF ISRAEL. HE MADE IT 

FAIRL Y CLEAR THA T HE DIL IWT S~ E GEf\AYEL OEvEtoI'lNG I IITO A 

LEA DER FOR ALL THE LEBANESE . 

{ Bl PROSPEC TS FOR COI~PLETE I SRAE LI AND SYRIAN WITHDRA\/AL. 

IT WAS DIFFICULT TO PREDICT HO~ THE SITUATION WOULD DEVELOP . 

ASSUI\ING THE QUESTIOII OF THE EVACUATION OF BEIRUT wAS SOLVED 

OR PARTLY SOLVED THE MAIN ISSUE WAS NOW THE COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL 

OF THE IS RAE LI S FROfl LEBANESE TERRITORY. AS FOR THE SYRIANS, 

THE Y ~ERE THERE AS A RESULT OF A WIDER ARAB DEC I S I ON WH I CH GAVE 

THEI', AN OFF I C I AL STATUS. THE ARABS WOULD DISCUSS THE 11ATTER 

AM ONG THEI\SELVE S. 

{Cl PALEST INIAN S. GROMYKO WOULD SAY NO MORE THAN THAT THERE WIeS 

NO CHANGE IN THE SOVIET POS ITION . THEY WOULD COIHINUE TO SUPPORT 

THE PALESTlllIAN S IN THE ATTAINME NT OF THEIR RIGHTS, INCLUDING 

THEIR . OWII STATE. 

ARI~ S CONTROL 

5 . ASKED ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR THE CURRENT ARI~S COIITROL 

NEGOTIAT I ONS GROIWKO SAID THAT HE REFRAINED FROM AN OPTIMIST I C 

PROGNOS I S. THE TALKS WE RE D I FF I CUL T • HOW COULD THE Y II OT BE 

~HEN ONE S IDE SA I D OPENLY THAT THEY DID IIOT WANT AGREEIIENT. ALL 

" THAT S I DE WANTED WAS 110 INTERFERENCE I N THEIR PLANS FOR AN ARMS 

BU ILD UP . THE ZE RO OPTIOII WAS A BAD POL I CY WITH NO FUTURE . THE 

SOVIET Ulli Orl HOPEiiTHE UK WOULD EXERT ITS INFLUENCE WITH THE US. 

I CHAL LEN GED GROMYK O'S DISMISSAL OF ANER ICAN SERIOUSNESS I N THE 

TALKS AND H I S COMMENTS ON THE ZERO OPTION BUT HE CLEARLY DID NOT 

WANT TO PURSUE THI S SUBJ ECT. LATER I N THE CONVERSATION HE NOTED 

THAT OBJECTIVE POSS I BILITIES EXISTED FOR AGREE MENT BETWEEN EAST 

AlID WEST INCLUDING AR MS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT, BUT "SOME 

GOVERIIMENTS LACKED THE NECESSARY WILL. " 

ANGLO SOV lET RELAT lOllS 

6 . GROMYKO AT I NTERVALS RE TU RNED TO THE THEME THAT HE HAD RESPECT 

FOR BR ITI SH VIEwS AND HOPED THAT WE "OULD TAKE AN I NDEPENDENT 

LI NE RA THER THh FOLLOW THE U S. GROMYKO SIAD THAT E~ WAS 

ENCOURAGED BY CERTAIII SIGNS THAT THE U K FAVOURED LINKS \IITH THE 

SOV IET UNION. WH ILE THE USSR DID NOT "ANT TO CQI·1PLICATE THE UK ' S 

RELATI ONS WITH THE U S OR Ala OTHE R COU~TRY, THEY LIKE D TO THINK 

THA T THES E S I G~IS , IERE I NDICATIVE OF OUR GENERAL APPROACH TO 

BILATE RAL RE LATI ONS . THEY HOPED THAT THEY WOULD SEE THE SAME 

ATTITUDE IN THE FUTURE . SPEAKII:G FOR THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP AND 

CONFID~NTIAL 



CONF!DENTIAL 
FOR HR BREZHNEV PERSONALLY GROHYKO wANTED TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT 

THEY WANTED BETTER RELATIONS WI TH THE UK (AND, HE ADDEO, ~ITH THE 

US ALSO BUT ON THE BASIS THAT SOViETiNTERESTS AND SECURITY 

~WERE RECOGN I SED) . 

7. I SAID TH AT , AS THE PRIME ~IINISTER HAD SHOWN , liE TOOK OUR 

OWN DECIS I ONS, AND IT WAS A FACT THAT THERE WAS A SOL I D -COMMUNITY OF INTEREST WITH THE US . I DID NOT PICK UP WHAT I 

TOOK TO BE A REFERENCE TO OUR ACTI ONS OVER THE EXPORT OF EQU I PMENT 

FOR THE GAS P I PELINE. 

8. I SA I 0 THAT YOU WERE LOOK I NG FORWARD TO YOUR MEET I NG WITH 

GRO,.IYKO I N NEW YORK AND AN I NFORHAL DISCUSS I ON OF SUCH ISSUES 

AS THE MIDDLE EAST AND ARMS CO,nROL . GROMYKO WAS VAGUE ABOUT 

THE DETA ILED ARRANGEMENTS BUT SA I D THAT HE WAS PERFECTLY HAPPEY 

TO HAVE WHATEVER KIND OF TALK SUITED YOU . 

9 . GROHYKO SI AD THAT HE WOULD MA I NTA I N THE SAME K I ND OF 

BUS l tlESSLIKE RELATIONSH I P WI TH MY SUCCESSOR AS WITH MYSELF . 

I N A BRIEF REFERENCE TO THE FORTCHOMING MEET I NG OF THE JOINT 

CQfI" I SS I ON HE I NDICHED THAT HE \lAS AI/ARE OF THE DES I RAB I LITY 

OF SI R I SU THERLAND BEit/G ABLE TO PRESENT HI S CREDENT I ALS It, 

GOOD TIME. 

lD . I EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT I~Y SUCCESSORS WOULD CONT I NUE TO 

LIVE IN THE PRESENT EMBASSY 6UI L D.!..~~~.b( Y OUR TEL NO 466) 

I COULD "OT UNDERSTAND WHY THE RUSSIANS\JO MOVE US OUT . THERE 

WAS NO RESPONSE FROM GROtHKO. 

FCO PLEASE PASS BOTH SAV I NG ADDRESSEES . 
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