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MY TELNO 192: VISIT OF PORTUGUESE VICE PRIME MINISTER

1. IN A CONVERSATION WITH FREITAS DO AMARAL BEFORE HE LEFT L|SBON
THIS AFTERNOON EN ROUTE FOR LONDON, HE TOLD ME HE WOULD WART TC
DISCUSS WITH MRS THATCHER THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PORTUGUESE
AND SPANISH NEGOTIATIOMS FOR ACCESSICN TO THE COMMUNITY. COMMISS ION
OFF ICI1ALS HAD TOLD PORTUGUESE NEGOTIATORS THAT THEY REGARDED.UP TO
80 PER CENT OF PORTUGUESE NEGOTIATIONS AS NOW BEING COMPLETE, OR
VIRTUALLY COMPLETE. HOWEVER, ONLY SOME 10 PER CENT OF SPANISH
NEGOT | AT IONS HAD REACHED THE SAME STAGE. FREITAS DO AMARAL CONF IRMED
THAT PORTUGAL'S IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVE WAS TO OBTAIN A SIGNED TREATY,
IF POSSIBLE IN FIRST HALF OF 1983, THEREAFTER PORTUGAL WOULD BE
PREPARED TO WAIT A WHILE FOR SPAIN BUT (FOR PORTUGUESE INTERNAL
POLITICAL REASONS) NOT BEYOND 12 TO 18 MONTHS. THE TWO NEGOT AT ING
PROCESSES WERE SEPARATE AND WOULD BE SEEN AS SUCH. BRACKETTING FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE REASONS WAS ACCEPTABLE FOR THE TIME BEING BUT T
BECAME CLEAR THAT |T WOULD |MPOSE MORE THAN 18 MONTHS' DELAY CH
PORTUGUESE ENTRY QUESTION OF DE=-LINKING SHOULD BE EXAMINED.
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