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THE PRESICENT 1S FORMALLY ELECTED BY THE FORTY OR SO MENBERS

OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME SOVI|ET. THIS BODY IS LJTTLE
'ORE THAN A CIPHER AND |T CAN BE ASSUMED THAT THE DECISION WILL
HAVE BEEN TAKEN EEFOREHAND IN THE POLITSURO AND » TO THE EXTEND
NECESSARY, IN THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. THERE |S NO RELEVANT
PRECEDENT OR ESTABLISHED MECHAN|SM FOR CHOOSING A NEW GENERAL
SECRETARY WHO IS FORMALLY ELECTED BY THE 319 MEMRERS OF THE
CZNTRAL COMMITTEE., BUT IT IS LIKELY THAT THE SURYIVINGC MEMDERS
OF THE POLITBURO WILL HAVE ALREADY AGREED AMONG THEMSELVES WHO
SHALL HAVE THE JOB AND THAT THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WiLL HOT CHALLENGE
THEIR DECISION,

3. BEFORE BREZHNEV'S DEATH A ROUTINE MEETING OF THE SUPREME
SOVIET HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED FOR 16 NOVEMBER. THOUGH
R Y

NOT PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED A CENTRAL COMM|TTEE MEET|ING WOULD HAVE
TAKNE PLACE IMMEDIATELY BEFORE ON 15 NOVEMBER » REPORTEDLY 70O
DISCUSS AMONG OTHER THINGS PERSOMNEL CHANGES AT SENJOR PARTY
LEVELS., THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE SUPREME SOVIER UNTIL 23 MOVEMBER

s
HAS BEEN PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED [N THE PRESS TODAY. AS USUAL THERE
AAS BEEN NO PUBLIC STATEMENT OF A NEW TIMING FOR THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE MEETING BUT IT IS REASCNABLE TO ASSUME THAT THIS WILL
TAKE PLACE BETWEEN THE END OF THE PER|OD OF MOURNING
ON 15 NOVEMBER AND THE MEETING OF THE SUPREME SOVIET O 2 NOVEMBER,
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BE NO NORE THAT A QUESTION OF ALPHAZETICAL ORDER [N THE F

(KRUSHCHEV CHAIRED THE EGUIVALENT COMMISSiON FOP STALIN'S
FUNERAL N 1953 BUT DID NOT OF COURSE SUCCEEL TO THE LEADERSHIP

OF THE PARTY UNTIL 1354). THERE ARE PERSISTENT RUMOURS THAT
GROMYKO wWILL BE APPOINTED THE LESS POLITICALLY INPORTANT JOB OF

, WITH DOBRYNIN, AT PRESENT SCVIET AMBASSALOR TO
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A FURTHER COMPLICATION IS A REPLACEMENT FOR XIRJILENKO ( PARA=-

OF MY TEL NO 670) WHC ME
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£ HAYS HEARD FROM SOVIST SOURCES HAS

) RECENTLY SEMICOLON AND , POSSIBLY , FOR PELSHE, WHO 1S

AID TO BE SERIOUSLY iLL. BUT | WOULD EXPECT THAT AT A TINE
WHEN THE LCAUCWSHIP WILL PUT A PREMIUM ON STABILITY, THERE
WlLL BE RESISTANCE TO INTRCDUCING TOO MUCH NEW BLOOK TOO QUICKLY
INTO THE POLITBURO AND IT iS CONCEIVABLE THAT THERE WiLL 2E NO
REPLACEMENTS FOR THE TIME BEING. DOLGIKH, PRESENTLY A CAMDIDATE
MEMEER OF THE POLITBURC WITH PESPONSIBILITY FOR HEAVY [MDUSTRY,
LOOKS THE FAVOURITE FOR ANY PROMOTION TO FULL MEMRERSHIP,

6e SO FAR THE MOSCOw PUELIC HAS REACTED (MPASSIVELY AND WITH
APPARENT INDIFFERENCE TO BREZHNEVY'S DEATH, THIS MO DOUBT
OWES A GOOD DEAL TO A PUBLIC WHICH MUST HAVE EXPECTED |T OVER
MONTHS , IF NOT YEARS., SOME CONTACTS HMAVE EXPRESSED GRIEF AT THE
PASSING OF A LEADER WHO WAS REGARDED WITH GENUINE |F MOT EXURERANT
AFFECTION, THE QUEUES TO VIEW HiS BODY HOW LYING IN STATE AT
THE DOM SOYUZOV ARE CAREFULLY MARSHALLED AND ORDERLY. AFTER THE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS DEATH, LIFE CARRIED ON NORMALLY AND THERE HAS
AS YET BEEN NO DISCERNIELY UNUSUAL POLICE OR MILITARY PRESENCE
IN THE STREETS, ALL THIS IS IN MARKED CONTRAST TO THE |MMEDJATE
EMOT {ONAL REACTION TO STALIN'S DEATH WHICH | MYSELF WITNESSED 29
YEARS AGO.
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