10 DOWNING STREET

Mr G Mercer
5 Hebe Street
STANLEY 11th January 1982

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank
you for your letter of 10 January.

Mrs Thatcher is always glad to receive
the views of the people of the Falkland Islands.
One of the principal purposes of her current
visit was to see the situation for herself at
first hand .and to meet and talk to as .many of the
people as possible. She has much enjoyed doing
this.

The Prime Minister has asked the Civil
Commissioner to arrange for you to receive a
more detailed reply:to the points you make. She
has noted the various problems you raise and has
asked me to say that a number of them seem to her
unavoidable in a situation where it has been
necessary to build up the defences of the Islands
with great speed in the interests of their people.
She has been profoundly impressed by the
professionalism and dedication of all involved
in this task®as well as the equally important
task of civil rehabilitation. She has seen
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that the civil and military authorities are
determined to overcome all the problems
which inevitably arise and she is sure that
in this they have the full support of the
people.

A Jd Coles
" Private Secretary
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