“10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 21 February, 1983
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Thank you for your letter of 9 February about your recent

visit to Pakistan.

I entirely agree with you about the need to support Pakistan
on the Afghanistan issue. We have done much to help the international
relief effort for the Afghan refugees. Since January 1980 we have
given or pledged over £11 million in cash and food aid. We must not

allow this grave humanitarian problem to be forgotten.

I also share your views about the need to keep Afghanistan in
the news. This is one of the most effective ways to mainfain pressure
on the Soviet Union to withdraw its troops. We are doing a good deal
ourselves. The COI has produced three films which have been shown
widely on foreign television stations. The BBC Farsi and Pashto
broadcasts and the World Service do much to maintain awareness of the
Soviet occupation. Here at home, we cannot of course hope to achieve
continuous news coverage. Much depends on the available material and
the stories of the day. But we do seize whatever opportunities arise
to keep the crisis in the public eye. For example, I recently received
a delegation of Afghan witnesses of Soviet atrocities in Afghanistan,

and was deeply shocked by the story they had to tell.
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Finally, you may be aware of the all-party Afghanistan
Support Committee, which has recently launched a programme to
promote publicity and relief work for Afghanistan. I am sure
that Robert Cranborne, the Chairman of the Committee, would welcome

your support.
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Sir Julian Ridsdale, C.B.E., M.P.




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

16 February, 1983

Afghanistan/Pakistan Vd{l— ‘7_._
Thank you for your letter of 10 February enclosing a

copy of a letter to the Prime Minister from Sir Julian
Ridsdale MP about his recent visit to Pakistan.

Sir Julian visited Pakistan for six days from 30 January
together with Mr Teddy Taylor MP. They met President Zia on
1 February. Since his return, Sir Julian has also written
to the Daily Telegraph (copy enclosed) in terms similar to
those of his letter to the Prime Minister.

As regards Sir Julian's point about publicity, you will
know from John Holme®s’ letter of 23 December, Brian Fall's
letter of 25 January, and my letter of today's date, that we
have been doing what we can in this area. You should also
know that Lord Cranborne, Chairman of the Afghanistan Support
Committee, has some interesting ideas of his own about speeding
up the flow of TV news reports from Afghanistan using satellites.
He has discussed these with us but we have some doubts about
their cost effectiveness and would not want to draw this aspect
to Sir J Ridsdale's attention.
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(REB#Bore)

Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
Private Secretary
10 Downing Street
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SUBJECT:

Thank you for your letter of 9 Febr)iary about your
recent visit to Pakistan.
I agree with you about the need to support Pakistan
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Here at home, we cannot of course hope to achieve

continuous news coverage. Much depends on the available

material and the stories of the day. But we do seize

whatever opportunities arise to keep the crisis in the

public eye. For example, I recently received a delegation

of Afghan witnesses of Soviet atrocities in Afghanistan,

and was deeply shocked by the story they had to tell.

Finally, you may *ike—%te be aware of the all-party
Afghanistan Support Committee, which has recently launched

a programme tospromote pagiicity and relief work for
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DAILY TELEGRAPH

Message to Britain from

Alghan relugees
From Sir JULIAN RIDSDALE, M P\(Con.)

SIR—I have just returned from a visit

to Pakistan where I met a number of the
three million refugees from Afghanistan,
not far from Peshawar, on the way to the
Khyber Pass. There are another two
million refugees, I am told, in Iran. That
makes a tolal of five million out of the
Afghan population of 15 million.

Nearly all these refugees were the
elderly, women and children. Those of
fighting age were left to battle . for
Afghanistan’s  freedom  from their
Russian oppressors; sturdy individuals
fighting for their frecdom.

I could not help but be moved by the
refugees 1 met; they came from all
walks of life, from Higch Court judges
to sturdy peasants. All were living in
mud huts, well wrapped up against the

. cold of winter. Yet far from being down-

hearted their eves sparkled. * When you
get home,” thay said, “ just tell as many
as possible that we are fighting for our
freedom.”

A more experienced politician from
Pakistan said it reminded him of the
Spanish Civil War. Others who had been
in Afghanistan and seen the fighting

..asked: “ Can't vou get them more modern

arms to fight the helicopter gun-ships of
the Russians? ” -

I visited the Save the Childrén Fund
camps and the Red Cross _2nd Heard
what a wonderful iob thehoSpitdls were
doing to care for the wounded that came
out of Afghanistan. s

Yet, arriving home in the midst of the

CND campaign I cannot .helo byt .

wonder whether what is being organised
here, largely from the oolitical Left. is

* but a smokescreen to take our eyes. and

the eves of the Western World, off the
brutish oppression of individual freedom
ing perpetrated by Russia in
Afghanistan.
If only those ladies who camp out at
Greenham Common could camp out

instead outside the Soviet Fmbascu!

JULIAN RIDSDATE
House of -Commons.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 10 February, 1983

AFGHANISTAN/PAKISTAN

I enclose a copy of a letter the Prime Minister has

received from Sir Julian Ridsdale, MP, about his recent visit

to Pakistan.

In the last sentence, he refers to the possibility of

securing a ''continuous news coverage" of Afghanistan. I should

be grateful if you could let me have a draft reply for the Prime

Minister's signature by Thursday, 17 February, dealing in particular
e T

with this point.

J. Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




From Sir)Julian Ridsdale, CBE.,MP.,
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hesitate to burden you with another account of

saw your picture taken with th

We dined with the

Province who spoke so warmly about you. jeed our visit
tribesmen, we
Fund. What emerged was that
something bet than rifles

Russians helicopter gun-ships. The

battle in Afghanistan to the €ivil

much Pakistan is in the front line ¢ hat we need to give

them .all the encoura, ent that w : an we find some means

of getting continuous news cover

keep the story alive and counter the smokescreen that

S
are deploying in their CND campaign.

Yours ever,

i

The Rt. Hon. Mrs Margaret Thatcher, MP.,




