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1. SUSLOV, HEAD OF THE SECOND EUROPEAN DEPARTMENT /N THE MFA ASKED

ME TO CALL AT 11,30 HOURS (LOCAL) THIS MORNING. I WAS GIVEN A
SPEAKING NOTE WHICH WAS READ OUT. (FULL TEXT AN MIFT).
THIS PROTESTED STRONGLY THE BRITISH EXPULSION OF ‘IVANOV, PRIMAKOV
AND TLTOV, DISMISSED THE ALLEGATONS AGAINST THEM, AND DESCRIBED
AS UNACCEPTABLE THE THREAT OF FURTHER MEASURES AGAINST SOVIET
OFFICAALS AN THE UK,

2. THE NOTE WENT ON TO REFER TO THE UNACCEPTABLE ACTIVITIES OF

*YSOME'* BRATASHCATIZENS WORKING (N THE SOVIET UNION, @N
PARTACULAR MY ASSISTANT AIR ATTACHE, SQN. LDR. DAVID WILLIAMS AND
THE FANANCAAL TIMES CORRESPONDENT, ANTHONY ROBINSON. THESE TwO
WERE ACCUSED OF SYSTEMATICALLY CONTRAVEMING THE NORMS OF CONDUCT
FOR FOREAGNERS AND OF ENGAGING IN IMPERMISSIBLE ACTIMITY. THEY WERE
ASKED TO LEAVE THE SOVIET UNION WITHIN ONE WEEK,

3. b SAID THAT b REGRETTED THAT THE SOWIET GOVERNMENT HAD SEEN FIT
TO TAKE THIS ACTHON., THE EVIDENCE THAT (VANOV, PRIMAKOV AND
TATOV HAD ENGAGED N UNACCEPTABLE ACTIVATIES WAS IRREFUTABLE. .
“ REJECTED THE ALLEGATIONS THAT WILLAAMS AND ROBINSON HAD BEEN
ENGAGED /1N ACTNATIES MNCOMPATHELE WibTH THEMR STATUS, RECALLING _
WHAT & HAD SAID (IN DECEMBER WHEN THE SOV/IET GOVERNMENT HAD TAKEN
ACTION AGAINST MY NAVAL ATTACHE (MY TELNO 845, OF 17 DECEMBER 1982
PARA 3). b REGISTERED A VERY STRONG PROTEST AT THE ACTION AGAINST
WILLIANS AND ROBINSON AS QUETE UNJUSTIFUABLE AND INCOMPATMBLE WITH
A WISH FOR CONSTRUCTINE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES.
# RECALLED SIR J BULLARD'S REFERENCE TO FURTHER ACTION 4N LONDON ‘1§
THE EVENT OF RETALJATAON (PARA 9 OF YOUR TELNO 270). /% RESPONSE,
SUSLOV SALD TRAT THE SOV.ET ACTMON WAS NOT RETALIATORY BUT FORCED
UPON THEM, THERE WAS CLEAR EVADENCE AGAINST WILLWAMS AND ROBINSON,
THE SOV.AET AUTHOR(TAES WOULD HAVE ''PREFERRED NOT TO HAVE HAD TO
RESOLVE THIS (ASSUE'® WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED BY THE BRITASH SIDE.
HE DREW MY ATTENTION (4 PARTACULAR TO THE WORDS N THE SOVUET
STATEMENT REGARDING THREATS BY THE BRITASH SIDE. THESE WERE
UNACCEPTABLE AND WOULD LEAD TO FURTHER COMPLACATHONS (N OUR
RELAT.1ONS.




RELATIONS.

4. o' UNDERSTAND THAT ROBINSON AS (N LONDON BUT MAY BE PLANNING TO
RETURN TO MOSCOW OVER THE WEEKEND. ONCE THE DEPARTMENT HAS
SPOKEN TO THE FINANCHAL TIMES +f WOULD PROPOSE TO TELL THE OTHER
BRITASH CORRESPONDENTS HERE ON THE RECORD THAT il HAD BEEN CALLED
TO THE MFAz THAT WILLAAMS AND ROBINSON HAD BEEN ASKED TO WITHDRAW
WITHIN ONE WEEK: AND THAT .l HAD PROTESTED STRONGLY AT THiIS TOTALLY
UNJUST/AF1ED ACT4ON, F ASKED, WE WOULD SAY THAT THE RUSSIANS HAD
GIVEN UNACCEPTABLE ACTAVATIES AS THE GROUNDS FOR THE EXPULSION, AND
THAT THEY HAD REJECTED THE EARLIER EXPULSION OF THE THREE SOVMET
OFFICIALS FROM LONDON. WE WOULD DECLANE TO COMMENT FURTHER.
GRATEFUL 4F YOU WOULD CONFIRM BY FLASH TELEGRAM THAT FINANCIAL TAMES
HAS BEEN (INFORMED AND WHETHER YOU AGREE WITH ACT|ON PROPOSED
WITH THE PRESS.
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