10 DOWNING STREET

15 July 1983

 AREOR

Thank you for your letter which you delivered through
our Embassy in Moscow on 29 June. I think it is very important
that ordinary people in every country should have the opportunity
to voice their opinions on the vital issues of peace and war.
Although I do not agree with everything you say in your letter, I
welcome the fact that you have written to me. I endorse your
aim of curbing nuclear arms and improving the prospects for
continued peace between East and West. No one is a stronger
advocate than I of maintaining peace with security.

As regards the specific questions you raise, I think you
may be under some misapprehension as to what has been happening in
Britain. No action has been taken against participants in peaceful
protests against the Government's nuclear defence policy. Large
numbers of people have demonstrated and made their views absolutely
clear without any action being taken against them. Peaceful
demonstrations are legal in Britain. However, some people have been
arrested because they have broken the law by obstructing public roads.
I have to tell you that it would be quite wrong, and indeed
impossible, for the British Government to interfere with the normal
process of justice in such cases. 1In this country, the courts are
independent of the Government.

The debate on these issues is open and frank in our Parliament,

in the newspapers and on television and through speeches and meetings

all over the country. I have always welcomed this open debate.




It has enabled us to put forward our views as clearly as we
have heard the views of those who disagree with the current
policy of Western Governments. The British people gave a
decisive indication of their preference in our recent election.

I should like to hear of an equally open debate in the
Warsaw Pact countries about these great issues. I fully
understand that this would involve criticisms ot some things in
Britain such as those you have made, but debate which includes both
criticism and the chance of reply to it can only assist the causes

-

of peace and truth.

/q

./"'——

Mr. Reitman




CONFIDENTIAL

Ale

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 15 July 1983

Message to the Prime Minister from the Soviet
Unofficial Peace Movement

Thank you for your letter of 13 July.

The Prime Minister agrees that a reply
to the message from the Soviet Unofficial
Peace Movement should be delivered by our
Embassy in Moscow, I enclose a letter signed
by Mrs. Thatcher and should be grateful if you
would take the necessary action.

We also agree that the press should be
informed that the Prime Minister has sent a

reply. We believe it would be right to give
the press a full account of its contents.

A.J. COLES

R.B, Bone, Esq,,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Message to the Prime Minister from the Soviet Unofficial Peace

Movement

On 29 June, representatives of the Unofficial Soviet
Peace Movement delivered to our Embassy in Moscow a message
addressed to the Prime Minister of which I enclose the text,
together with the Embassy's translation. The group had made
two previous attempts to deliver the message, but had been
detained by the KGB.

Although we would not normally advise the Prime Minister
to reply to a message of this kind, the special circumstances
of its delivery and the degree of personal risk taken by the
Soviet citizens involved would appear to justify an exception.
I therefore enclose a draft reply from the Prime Minister.

If the Prime Minister agrees, we will arrange to have
this letter delivered by our Embassy in Moscow. Bearing in
mind that the aellvery ¥o The Em5a§§V'of The message was
reported by the press and also the publicity given recently
to messages from Mr Andropov to individuals in the west, we
wouTd propose that once the Embassy have confirmed delivery

of the letter, the press should be informed that the Prime
Minister has sent a reply and of the gist of its content.

\
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YA{‘&F’J) I
(R B Bone)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
CONFIDENTIAL







ed Mrs Thatcher!

members of the Moscow peace group "Doveriya" are deeply
ed by the recent mass arrests of British peace supporters
we heard of in the Soviet press. Our group is certain that
bing of the nuclear arms race and of disarmament can only
1ieved under a climate of international trust between
ments and between East and West., We consider that the
aceful activistsof Great Britain are promoting the establishment
uch a climate through their actions.

.know several peace supporters in your country personally and

nt them as friends, recently we received in Moscow Ann Petit,
en Cutler and others. You must agree, Mre Thatcher, that when
friends are thrown in prison, even for just a few days, you
annot remain indifferent.

know that there is not a national peace movement. There is one
wvement which has one aim: peace., Both the British movement and
‘the peace movement in our country are parts of a whole. Therefore

- we do not consider the arrests to be an internal matter for Great
‘Britain. We allow that the arrested peace activiets may have
committed some petty offences such as trespassing on state property.
t it does not seen to us that the harm they caused was in proportion
- with the herm which they were trying to avert: the threat of global
nuclear war., v

The "Doveriya" Group intends in future to watch out carefully

for any repression whose victims are peace supporters in any
country of the West or the East,



MOCKOBCKAA I'PYTNA 3A YCTAHOBJIEHME NOBEPWA
MEXlY CCCP N CUA

SE HPEMBEP!HHHHOTPY

- IAYHUHT' CTPHT,10
JIOHNOH, BLJWKOSPHTAHMA

MHoToysaxaeMas rocnoxa TaTueps

Mu - uyneHs MoexOBCKOW MupHOll rpynnu "losepme"™ - raycdoxo
03800Y0HN HONABHWMW MACCOBMMM 8POCTAMM GDPMTAHCKHX CTOPOHHAKOB
MMDa, O KOTODHX MM Yy3H&NM M3 coBeTckoll npeccm,Hama rpynna ysepe=-
H& B TOM, YTO NOOMTBHCA NMPOKPANEHMA FOHKH SANEPHMX BOODYyXeHMi m
NOCNeNyRNero PA3OPYREHHMA MOXHO TOJLKO NMPH YCIOBMM CO3NSHAA KAN=
MBTE MOXNYHAPONHOTO NOBEPMA MEXNY K&K NPaBHTE]LCTRAMM, TEK M
oGuecTEeHHOCTED BocToka n 3anane.d um cunTaeM, YTO MHDHHO 8KTH—
BucTH BenuxoOpuTauuu cROMMM nelic TBHMAMM CnOCOGCTBRYWT YCTAHOBJGHMO
TAKOTO NOBEDPMA,

HoxoTOpHX CTOPOHHMKOB MUDA B BAWEi OTPEHe MM JHEOM AMYHO
H MOXeM HAJBATH CBOUMN IPYOBAMM = HONE@BHO MW npuuuuanu B MNockse
9un Mertur, Kapuexn Kartnep u npyrux.Cornacurecs, rocnoxa Toaruep,
yTO, KOFZ& Bamux npyaeil GPOCART B TOPBME = NYCTh NAXE HA HECKONb=
KO IHe} = K ITOMY HENB3A OCTATHCA DARHOMYUHLM .

My y%e NOMANK, YTO HO CYWECTBYET HAUWOHANBHMX nBMxeHnli aa
uup ECTh ONHO NBUXEHNE, Yy KOTOPOro onHa uens = Mup.V Gpuarauckoe
IBMEeHNe, M NBMXEHMe 38 MHD B Hauell CTPAHO = YACTH ONHOTO 1eNoro.
[MoaToMy MM He CuMTaEM @PECTH BHYTPOHHUM neJoM BenuxoGpu ranum ,

Mu nonycxaeM MHCAB O TOM, YTO 8PECTORAHHHO MHUDHHEe AKTUBMCTH
MOT/IM COBEDUMTH HEXOTOpPHE MeJKMEe NPABOHAPYUSeHMSA, KEK HBNDPUMEp,
BTOPTHYTHCA B WGCTHOG MAM POCYyNapCTNOHHO® BlaneHue,Ho HaM xaxeToR
Y70 TO 310, KOTOPO® OHM NMPH DTOM NPUUNHMIN, HENWIA NEXe CDPABHMTE
no csouM MacurTafaM C TOM JJI0M, KOTOpPOEe OHN NMHTANNCh NpenoTepa-
THTH - Yrposoli raodansuoll TepMoamepHoii BoltHM,

T'pynna "Nosepue"™ Hauepena u B Oynyued NPUCTANBLHO CAGIUTH
38 penpecoHAMiy XEPTBAMM KOTOPHX CTAHOBATCA CTODOHHMKA MUDE B
6ol cTpaHe 3anena uan BOCTOKE.

Mocksa 14 moHa 1933



