
10 DOWNING STREET 

THE PRIME MJNISn:R 15 July 1983 

Thank you for your letter which you de live r ed through 

our Embassy in Moscow on 29 June . think it is very important 

that ordinary people in every country should have the opportunity 

to voice their opinions on the vital issues of peace and war. 

Although I do not agree with everything you say in your l etter, 

welcome the fact that you have written to me . I endorse your 

aim of curbing nuclear arms and improving the prospects for 

continued peace between East and West. No one is a stronger 

advocate than I of maintaining p eace with security. 

As r egards the specific questions you raise , I think you 

may be under some misapprehension as to what has been happe ning in 

Britain. No action has been taken against participants in peaceful 

protests against the Government's nuc l ear defence policy. Large 

numbe rs ' of people have demonstrated and made the ir vie ws absolut e ly 

clear without any action bei ng taken against them. Peaceful 

demonstrations are legal in Britain . Howe ve r, some people have been 

arrested because they have broke n the law by obstructing public roads. 

I have to t e ll you that it would be quite wrong, and indeed 

impossible, for the Briti s h Governme nt to interfere with the normal 

process of justice in such cases. In this country, the courts are 

independent of the Gove rnment. 

The de bate on these issues is open and frank in our Parliament, 

in the newspapers and on television and through speeches and meeti ngs 

allover the country. have always welcome d this open debate. 
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It has enabled us to put forward our views as clearly as we 

have heard the views of those who disagree with the current 

policy of Western Governments. The British people gave a 

decisive indication of their preference in o ur recent election. 

I should like to hear of an equally open debate in the 

Warsaw Pact countries about these great issues. I fully 

understand that this would involve criticisms Of some things in 

Britain such as those you have made, but debate which includes both 

criticism and the chance of reply to it can only assist the causes 

of peace and truth. 

Mr. Reitman 



10 DOWNING STREET 

From the Private Secretary 15 July 1983 

Message to tbe Prime Minister from the Soviet 
Unof1ic.ial Peace Movement 

Tbank you for your letter of 13 July. 

Tbe Prime Minister agrees that a reply 
to tbe message from the Soviet Unofficial 
Peace Movement sbould be delivered by our 
Embassy in Moscow. I enclose a letter signed 
by Mrs. Thatcber and should be grateful if you 
would take tbe necessary action. 

We also agree that tbe press sbould be 
informed tbat tbe Prime Minister bas sent a 
reply . We believe it would be rigbt to give 
tbe press a full account of its contents. 

A. J. COLES 

R. B. Bone, Esq., 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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London SWIA 2AH 
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Message to the Prime Minister from the Soviet Unofficial Peace 

Movement 

On 29 June, representatives of the Unofficial Soviet 
Peace Movement delivered to our Embassy in Moscow a message 
addressed to the Prime Minister of which I enclose the text, 
together with the Embassy's translation. The group had made 
two previous attempts to deliver the message, but had been 
detained by the KGB. ~ 

Although we would not normally advise the Prime Minister 
to reply to a message of this kind, the special circumstances 
of its delivery and the degree of personal risk taken by the 
Soviet citizens involved would appear to justify an exception. 
I therefore enclose a draft reply from the Prime Minister. 

If the Prime Minister agrees, we will arrange to have 
this letter delivered bt our Embassy in Moscow. Bearing in 
m~nd that the dellvery 0 the Embassy of toe message was 
reported by the press and also the publicity given recently 
to messages from Mr Andropov to individuals in the west, we 
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would propose that once the Embassy have confirmed delivery 
of the letter, the press should be informed that the Prime 
Minister has sent a reply and of the gist of its content. 

A J Coles Esq 
10 Downing Street 

\ /~ 

Jy~. 
(R B Bone) 
Private Secretary 

CONFIDENTIAL 





MOSCOW GROUP FOR THI: ESTABLISHlililNT OF TRUST BETWEEN USSR & USA 

TO: THE RT HON IW1GAllET '£Hl,TClillR MP 

Respected ~:ir s Thatcher : 

We, the memlers of t he lJoscow peace group "Do v eriya" are deeply 

dis turb ed by the r e c en t mass a r rests of Brit i sh peace SUppoI' t ers 

which we hea r d of in the Sovi et press . Our gr oup is cer tain tha t 

the curbing of the nuc l ear arms r ace and of d i sarmamen t can only 

b e a chieved under a cl i mate of international trust between 

governments and between East and West . We con s i der tha t the 

peaceful a c t ivi s t sof Great Bri tain are promoti ng the establ ishment 

of such a cl imate throuGh the i r acti on s . 

We !mow sev eral peuce suppor t ers in your country personally and 

count them as fr i ends , recentl y we received i n Koscow Ann Peti t , 

Carmen Cu t l er ond othere . You must agree , llx., Thatcher , tha t when 

your f riends are thrown in prison , even for just a few days , yo u 

canno t remain i ndifferent . 

We !mOVI tha t theI'e is not a nati onal peac e movemen t . There i s one 

movemen t whi ch has one aim : peace . Both the British mo v ement and 

t he peac e movement in our country are par t s of a who l e . 1~ere fore 

we do not consi der the arrests to be an internal matt er for Gr eat 

Bri tain . 'lie allow tha t t he a r rested peac e act i v i ts may have 

commi tted some petty of fences such as trespas s i ne; on s t ate property . 

But it does not seen to us tha t the harm they eaused was i n proportion 

wi th the ha rm which they weI' e t:.ying to avert : the threat of g l obal 

nuclear war . 

The "Do v eriya" Group i ntends i n future t o watch out carefully 

f or any repression who se victims are pea c e supporters i n any 

country of the ' ;es t or the Eas t . 
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UOCKOBCKAR rpYTInA 3A YCTAHOBnEHHE nOBEPKR 
MElimY CCCP 11 CJIA 

~i~v...\: +b"" .... ,o.b ie... Ii .... ~....ck ~ H. P. 
~1I00t9:!lIl'l'&Jlbe l'BY nPE!lbEP.ll/lIK\1CTPY 
IlAPrAPET T3T'IEP 

nAJRI1Hr ClPl1T,10 
nOHnCil, BrulmcOs.PI1TAHM 

MHorOYBuaeIl811 roono)1(8. l':iT'Iepl 

Mil - "ne HII IIOCKOBCKOM ""PHO» rpynnll "noBOp"e" - rnY~OHo 

ooa~o"e HII HO~88H""H 118CCOBIIII" apOOTaII" ~PHT8HOK"X OTOPOHR"KOB 

IIMpa, 0 K0 70PWX 1111 yaHan •• 3 00a8TOKO~ np800w.H8~8 r pynn8 y.epe­

Ha a TOM, " TO AO~MThCR npOKpa.OHHR r OHKH ~OPRWX 800pyaOHHU • 

noone~ero P830PYlICOH.ll 1I0llRO TonhlW npH yon oaH. coonaHIIH Knll-

118 TO lIe~H8pOAHoro ~OB8pMH lIe~ H8H np8BHTonhOTB811M, T8H II 

0~~OCTB8HHOC Thm BOCTOK8 " 3.na~8 ~11 liN C'IMT8ell , "TO IIIIPHW8 8KT.­

a"CTN BenMI(0<1pMT8HHH o a OHIIH ~el1cTBHHII;1 onOCO~CTBytOT YOT8HouneHllm 

T8Koro JlOBOPHll . 

HOICOTOPNX CTOPOIIHMICOU IIIIP8 a 89U1e" CTpeKe 1111 3111.011 nHIlK O 

H 1I0 llCOII K83B8T" OD OIIIIII nPY3h/lllH - HeneBHO liN np'UIMII8nM B 1I0CK80 

3 RH nOTM T, Kap"e R K8Tnop H npyrHx.Corn80HTOCh, rocnO¥8 l':iTIlep , 

'I TO , Kor n8 08t11NX ~PY3.11 ~pooemT 0 TmphUII - nYOTh nello H. H80KOnh­

KO nHO~ - K 3TOllY Ronh3R OCT8ThOR pe8HonymHWU . 

1.1", yxe nOHMH , "TO HC! 0YIilOCTBYOT H8IUfOH8nhU"'X ~lJlIlIteHH" a. 

IIMp . EOT. OAHO ~BIIX8HH" Y KOTopo r o OAH8 ~on" - I.Il1p . 11 ~PHT8HCKOO 

~811".H"' , M nUII.OHlle 38 IIlIp » Hail/OU CTpaHe - 'I80TH OAHoro Ilenoro ~ 
n 0 3TOWY UW He O'lI1T80 .. apeCTW 8HYTpeHlil1 .. ~enou Be1lI&KO~pM"'HI1.~ 

Uu nonycKaBII IIII0nh 0 TOil, 'ITO 8peOTOa81i'llle IIIIPHWe 8KTHBI10'nl 

lI o r n H CODep"IIT" HOKOTOP"O lIenKlle npa80 118pyweHIIII, K8K HonpMllep, 

aTopr HYThCR » lIaOTHOCl 111111 rooy~8pcTDeHH08 Dn8~eHlle .Ho Hall 1(8J<8 TOfl, 

liTO TO 3110 , KO'l'OpOe OHM nplI 31011 np"'IMHHnll , Hena 3R ~8l!1:0 CP8DKII Th 

n o 080"" 1180Ul'1'8<1811 0 Tell 3 n Oll , KOTopoe OHII nWT811KCh npe~OTBpa­

Til.,. - yrpo30~ r llo (l8nhHoll TOVMOR~epHO~ BO~HW ~ 
rpynna "}1000pM8" 118110P01l8 H 8 ~YAj'1Itell npIICT811hli0 cnOAKT" 

38 ponpeCOII/lllM , '"0PT08I1H KOTOP"'X 0'l'8110BllTOR CTOPOIIHMKH IIHpa B 

1I ~O" CTpaHe 38n8~8 Hn M ROCTOKa ~ 

MOOHa8 14 IltoliR 1983 


