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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

London SWlA 2AH 

23 September 1983 

Expulsion of Soviet Intelligence Officer 

On the recommendation of the Security Service, the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary has agreed that we should 
expel y V Ionov, an official of the Soviet Trade Delegation 
and an identifled GRU officer. 

Ionov has been here since April 1981. It is his first 
foreign posting, and he does not have ~omatic status. 
The fact that he succeeded an identified GRU officer, and 
associated with other GRU officers, and made considerable 
use of anti-surveillance techniques, naturally led to 
suspicions that he was himself a member of t~e 9RU. 

I TH~S IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS 
RcTAi '\IED UNDER SECTION 3 (4) 
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACl 

These activities - and more especially those summarised 

Uin paragraph 2 above - are sufficient to warrant expulsion, 
particularly in view of our own concerns, and those of the 
US Government, about technology transfer to the Soviet Union. --­INo damage 
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No damage has been done by Ionov in these particular cases, 
but Sir Geoffrey Howe believes that we must clearly take 
action in cases where activity of this kind is detected. 

As Ionov is not a diplomat he is the responsibility 
of the Home Secreta~apers are being submitted to 

t 
Mr Brittan t"IiTS weekend. Subj ect to his concurrence, we 
propose that action should be taken in this matter by the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. Action will be taken as 
soon as is reasonably possible, and an immediate announcement 
will be made. We naturally hope that there will be no 
retaliation, and shall warn the Soviet Ambassador that 
if there is, we shall respond. 

I am copying this letter to Tony Rawsthorne (Home 
Office) and Sir Robert Armstrong. 

A J Coles Esq 
10 Downing Street 

(B J P Fall) 
Private Secretary 
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10 DOWNING STREET 1 \ 
From the Prh'Qle Secretary 24 Se ptember, 1 

Expulsion of Soviet Intelligence Officer 

The Prime Minister has noted the co ntents of 
your lette r of 23 September. 

:r\.:J. CO[Ei! 

B.J.P. Fall, Esq., 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

'IDP SECRET 



~ I 

1 

>1:. T 

<= 

T 

T L '~A 

F I 

I 

, 1 1 

UI An u, I • 
,pT llLR 

I ,i 
1,\ 

y . 

)" , " 

T_ 


