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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 17 October 1983

Reverend Michael Bourdeaux

You will remember that the above attended
the Prime Minister's meeting with academics at
Chequers in September when the question of East/
West relations was discussed.

I enclose a copy of a letter which I have
now received from him in which he asks whether
the Prime Minister is willing to take up
individual cases of repression in the Soviet
Union. He refers in particular to the case of
Valeri Barinov and encloses some details.

I should be grateful for advice and a
draft reply.

-~
A J. COLES

Roger Bone, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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14 October 1983 Secretary Donald Sly, BA

A.J. Coles, Esq.
10 Downing Street
London

SW1

Dear Mr Coles,

Following our very useful and interesting session at Chequers on 8 September, I

am writing to ask whether, in your opinion, the Prime Minister is at present willing
to take up individual cases of repression in the Soviet Union. There is, of course,
no doubt about her deep concern and she reassured me of this during our conversation
at lunch time on that day. She particularly mentioned her meetinggwith Avital
Shcharansky and Georgi Vins.

We, of course, all realise that in the present mood their response will be predictable,
at least in the short term. However, we have just come across one case which stands
out among a number of other distressing ones which are crossing our desk in rapid
succession. This concerns Valeri Barinov, a 39-year old Christian evangelist and

rock musician who was arrested on 11 October and has been interned in a Leningrad
psychiatric hospital. I enclose some details about this case.

Yours sincerely,

Rev. Michael Bourdeaux (Director)

Keston College specialises in the study of religious communities in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe




14th October 1983

VALERI ALEXANDROVICH BARINOV: FACT SHEET

Born 1944, married with two daughters, aged 13 and 11.

Converted to Christianity in his twenties after he had become
a 'drop-out'. He always worked as a driver - up until 1978

he drove an ambulance. Since 1978 he has not been able to find

regular work because of his evangelistic activities. A self-

taught musician he has always sung and played 'pop' music

at secular functions, but has always included a testimony
about his Christian convictions. Formed various groups

during the 70s with young musicians from his local area

and started to use music as a means to do evangelistic work
among young people, particularly drug addicts and alcoholics.
Composed a Christian rock opera entitled 'The Trumpet Call'
and taught himself English so that he could have it translated
into English. Formed a group of seven professional Christian
musicians and succeeded in recording the opera in English and
Russian in 1982. Appealed to Soviet authorities in December
1982 for permission to give public performances of the rock
opera. Interrogated intensively in the first three months of
1983 and has been under constant surveillance. Called up to
do reservist training in February and subjected to psychiatric
examination. Registered as a psychiatric patient in April and
told he would not be required to do reservist training. Numerous
friends testify to his sanity. Dismissed from his job in May
and unable to find work since. Expelled from the Leningrad
Baptist Church in June (the Baptist leaders were obviously
instructed to do this by the KGB). Arrested on 11 October and
interned in a Leningrad psychiatric hospital. Over the last
year he has written a large number of appeals and letters
documenting what has happened to him, one of which (to

President Regan) is attached.
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Sergei Leningrad, Pr. Entuziastov, d. 20, k.




