CONFIDENTIAL

Ref. A083/3203

MR FLESHER

You asked for advice for Prime Minister's Questions on stories
which have appeared in the press about the involvement of the
police and the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) in leak
inquiries.

2. Early editions of the Daily Mail claimed that, as a result
of a police investigation, the source of the leak to the Guardian
of the minute from the Secretary of State for Defence concerning
cruise missile deployment had been identified and that papers on
the case had been sent to the DPP. This was initially confirmed,
erroneously, by Scotland Yard but they subsequently said that

this had been a mistake and that they had intended to refer to
another inquiry involving the Department of Education and Science.
This correction came too late for most papers although it did
appear (without referring to the Department concerned) in the Late
News column of the Daily Telegraph (attached).

Bl Inquiries into an attempted leak of information from the
Department of Education and Science have been continuing since
May, when an unstamped envelope addressed to the Guardian newspaper
was returned to the Department of Education and Science by the Post

Office. The envelope contained a set of papefs concerning the work

of HM Inspectorate. The papers were classified "In Strict
Confidence" and their publication would have caused embarrassment.

4. The set of papers was identified as belonging to an individual
HM Inspector and, while he admitted that they were his papers, he
denied having sent them. The Inspector concerned has since retired.
An investigation was instituted and the police were brought in.

We understand that the police completed their investigation very
recently and a report has been sent to the DPP to consider whether
there should be a prosecution. No decision on this has yet been
taken.

CONFIDENTIAL




CONF1DENTIAL

57 It seems that Scotland Yard 'made a terrible mistake' and
confused this investigation by the police with the inquiry into
the leaked document on cruise missiles. The police have not been
brought into that investigation and no report has been sent to
the DPP.

Suggested Line to Take

6. "The stories about the inquiry into the leaked document on
the cruise missiles are very confused. The police have not been
involved in this and no report has been made to the Director of
Public Prosecutions. There have been other and separate inquiries
involving the police, but the House would not expect me to comment
on those."

v

R P HATEIELD

10 November 1983

CONFIDENTIAL




DALY MAC
o uw. &3

Y NAMES Ne. (o6 Mpe !

g2 "’”""-’w":&"

By PETER BURDEN, Chief “Trime

SCOTLAND ¥
- identified - the: * ARD

" Last mghta pohce report:was with

: fgg Director.-of Public. lZJE’msecutmns

who will decide whether to: prosecute'
under ‘the Official Secrets -Act.s

shostile--to the:

‘ment, photocopied ‘thnxdummem bz
a.nd
o-The Guardian: o) "nl ;ﬁ‘;lf,‘ 3

te,:mﬁ-‘.t

;ﬂ."! 2ren A Enic

ts Act, Accanﬂnz
m l mmmmn :wo yuxgkg.l‘n_m m

Defence;-to - Mrs. “Thatdh

- Jarrival of cr
.| and references to-2 Government

DALY

[CRR RS

"YARD IDENTIFY |
'WHITEHALLS *
CRUISE MOLE " |

'By Our Crime’ Gon'tsponﬂent
~The pmbab‘e identity of the
« mole ” ‘who leaked ‘2 confiden-,
tial Government -memorandum’
on -cruise . missiles -bas :been
given to the Director of Public
Prosecutions by -Scotldnd Y-rd
Senous Crimes Squad 2
‘he memorandum, Wi
by Mr Heseltive, ink 11

\s_Abou;_

programme to combat pubhc

criticism about the siting of the |

missiles.

1t is undels!ood that only six’
Ahe .memonndum

servants, SAW_ it s

TTLEQRA P\

'I‘ “(See This Page)

Scotland Yard ssid -la
their ‘confirmation of sto:
-was wmng and referred “te
— 200 u__mqmry.‘;ﬂ___

"‘r‘]

' .MOL'E' Dﬁhﬁi‘. ‘J




