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SOVIET DEFECTORS FROM AFGHANISTAN: DAILY MAIL
1. DAILY MAIL OF 25 NOVEMBER CARRIED.A FRONT PAGE QUOTE
WORD EXCLUSIVE UNQUOTE ARTICLE BY LORD BETHELL ENTITLED QUOTE
RUSS1A”S. AFGHAN TROOPS DEFECT UNQUOTE.
2a ARTICLE 1S BASED ON AN INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY BETHELL IN
BRUSSELS ON 24 NOVEMBER WITH.NIKOLAI RYZHKOV AND ALEXANDER
VORONOV, TWO PRIVATES FROM THE SOVIET ARMY IN AFGHANISTAN WHO
\ HAVE BEEN EXTRUDED TO THE WEST AFTER DEFECTING TO THE
| RESISTANCE. . THEY REPORTED TO BE FLYING TO NEW YORK THIS
WEEKEND TO START .QUOTE A NEW LIFE UNQUOTE, AND HOPE TO BECOME
US CITIZENS.
2. MATN POINTS MADE BY BETHELL ARE AS FOLLOWS:
A) _RYZHKOV AND BORONOV REACHED THE WEST THROUGH A HIGWLY
ORGANISED QUOTE UNDERGROUND RAILWAY UNQUOTE (BUT THEY
WOULD NOT GIVE DETAILS): :
B) .THEY ARE ONLY THE FIRST OF QUOTE SEVERAL HUNDRED
UNQUOTE .SOVIET TROOPS WHO ARE SAID TO HAVE DEFECTED TO
THE RES1STANCE. ;
C) THOUGH 1T TOOK THE TWO SOLDIERS FIVE MONTHS TO REACH
EUROPE, OTHERS ARE EXPECTED TO FOLLOW MORE QUICKLY.
3 REMAINDER OF ARTICLE.IS A VIVID ACCOUNT OF CONDITIONS
“FACING SOVIET TROOPS IN.AFGHANISTAN: LOW MORALE, CORRUPT ION,
WAR WEARINESS, AND DISEASE. FULL TEXT FOLLOWS BY BAG.
54.. SEE .MIFT. .
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< pY NICHOLAS BETHELL
TWO defectors from the Soviet |
Army fighting in Afghanistan have .
reached safety in the West, travel-

ling through a. highly-
‘anderground railway’. ot
of hundreds of  Soviet -

. They are the first
troops who are said to
Afghans.

Yesterday, Private Nikolai
Ryzhkov, and Private
Voronovs ~ who
until this summer’ worked
in 'Soviet ~Army  head-
quarters. in Kabul, arrived
in' Brussels on their way to
a new life in the United
States. - )

There I became the first West-
ern journalist to interview them.
" +«we left the Soviet Army
because we realised that we were
not there to protect our own coun-
try. We realised that we were the |
invaders and the Afghans them-

selyes, who fought so hard, were

only defending their own country
as we Russians did in 1941,
Nikolal Ryzhkov. £
He added ! ‘Many of our com=
rades came to the same decision,
We are the first of a large num-

ber who are on thelr way to the
: / i

Wegbpih e
.+ Several hundred Soylet troops

sald -
i

organised

have gone over to the

have defected to the Afghans as
the result of the guerilla fighters'
decision not to shoot or kill pri-
soners, An equal number, or more, -
they said had_converted or re-
afirmed their Moslem faith and
_were now fighting with the guer-
illas against the Red Army.

The plcture they painted of the
Russian Army in Afghanistan

* was of a demoralised force, badly ©
- supplied, in which a majority— ;

officers and :men.  alike—were
cynical about the war, Few
thought it could ever be won,
They talked of Russlan dead
being shipped back to the Soviet
Union: in’ ‘tin *coffins’, They
talked ~of " helicopter  gunship
pllots talking in phrases which
to Western ears have an uncanny
echo . of what American pilots
were saying in Vietnam.,

‘We go back day after ‘day
! wiping out villages and using all
‘that  ammunition , . . but  we

" Turn to Page 2, Col. 1

Defectors Kolya and Sasha: ‘We realised
we were Invaders' Picture: CLIVE LIMPKIN




Continued trom page One

never kil any of the real
enemy.’

And they talked of the
success of the guerillas who
openly operate in the streets
throughot e outskirts of
gabul.

The one thing they would
not reveal Was the cleverly
organised system i
been set up o get
of Afghanistan,

Europ
t

Americans and
nvite their

m any big town an
only news they will -have re-

. ceived since June (Rolya and
e) is the usual
jon: . Your

meone ul
show it to them. It will be the
first News they get that 1 am
still alive’
“This wasn’
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Not really so
third rate

THE ‘Hindustay Times has pronounced
Britain ‘to be “a -relatively ‘mjnor
Ppower’ 4

We may ask relative {0 what 7 Britain

Hhas roughly °1} per cent.. of world -

Population but her clout in world
affairs far exceeds India’s with about
Gfteen times as many,

As a military power we are among ‘the
select few with nuclear arms and with
t;‘le undoubted  capacity to deliver
them. :

In naval power, despite the disappear-
-ance long ago of the Grand Fleet, we
are still the world’s number three.

We play a major Tole in the world's
Seven-nation economic summit. It is
-relative to our glorious past, when we
‘had 2 head :start in the industrial
revolution and when Britannia ruled
“the waves, that we look to some like
An also-ran tpday.

Yet in today’s werld, more and more, it
‘is quality that counts — the quality
that gives .us more Nobel prizes per
head than zny other nation. Besides
the whole point of the Thatcher exer-

a Hindustan
should watch closely the " budding
British renaissance.

Leisure work

PEOPLE will increasingly become better
known for what they do_outside work
than for what they do in it, according
to the Henley Centre for Forecasting.

It is quite right to drive home the mes-
sage -that leisure activities will more
and more dominate the future.

Yet, up to 2 point, this has always been
‘happening because top amateur
sportsmen have long been more famed
for what they do tinpaid.

The report seems, however, to take too
little account of the next stage—where
the leading amateur turns profes-
sional because ‘the money is so good.

‘The change goes wider than that, for 1t
is in leisure industries that empioy-
ment is manifestly growing.

Amazing as it may sound land turned
over to recreation employs more people
than -the same acreage used for
farming.

Puritans may dislike this more frivolous
shape of the economy.

Yet jt deserves to be cheerfully accepted
as a change from a world of back-
breaking toil to one where, due to
microchip and other marvels, the lives
of the mass of people have ever more
in common with those of the idle rich.

Brent extravaganza

THE recent defection to the Tories of
black councillor Mrs Ambrozine Neil
should have meant the immediate end
©of the control of the London Borough
of Brent by Left-Wing extremists.

Tragically, the failure of the local Tories
@nd Liberals to agree leaves -the old
gang still in charge, not only con-
tinuing in their old spendthrift ways
but egging on council officials to spend
Still more.

The opposition need their heads banging
Jtogether to stop them bickering.

They Should forthwith agree on mini-
um arrangements necessary for

taking power.

The alternative 1s to lose popular con-
fidence and to allow Labour to con-
tinue and even accelerate their policy
of taking Brent back into the Stone
Age.
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KOLYA and
Sasha are
Just boys,
They had
never been out of Russia
until, as 18-year-old con-
Scripts, they were sent to
Afghanistan  just ‘2 few
weeks after.completing
their basic training. - -
In s way they are like a
Previous generation of American
.QZ" w::c were ;m patriotically
0] enidingl o
BouthEast Adta 15 yrees ag)
fight another unwinnable war,
What happened t Kolya and
Sasha in Afghanistan made them
defect . . . g5 bave many of their
comrades
Some have <hanged sides and .
are ing Afghan
eslstance. 2 Russign tanks, Russian “how
Telsiance Others will come out : zg‘y‘;“(: Afghanistan. They-lo
Eolya and Sasha are the i Jormiaanie Rut: the trooys i
first two of @ very long
chatn of Soviet mititary de-
Jectors from the Afghan
war. This is their story . . .
‘We had a lecture. A political

-demoralised.

‘were going to Afghanistan, they
sald, 1o defend the Motherand.
3 It -was explained that
the enemies of our country—the
two great enemies, America and
e G were ‘working “io.
ﬁlzmer building Ig{ﬂl'ﬂ bases
o e as s
ivasion jof et

Unlon. 2 o
“The Red Army could not
stand 1idly by ‘while these
imperialist” plans ‘l:ﬂ‘! 80

blatantly ed o The
defence of the Motherland must
take place in Afghanisian fteelf. -

We were among -the honour
troops charged with that sacred
mission

en by convoy to the huge,
ever-expanding Soviet Army HQ
& dozen miles or 5o outside the
elty.

Illusion =5 @ - smbe
The headquarters is a heavil

defended city ith lllﬁrﬁ;t;

Torag el 2 dhe days 1o
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. They were assigne
the HQ protection and deve-
lopment stall. . -
MP AND EXPERT ON RUSSIAN AFFAIRS

of

helicopter gun ships . . . which,

as in Vietnam, are one of the

principal ways the regular army
ts the unprediof

Tor thelr uniforms. A grubby belt  bags of cement they were bring-
meant a week in the guard house. ing back for

“What were the problems? sajd  Dut four or five bottles fn each ~ wWere
them - bag. They

Basha. ‘'l tell you some of could make a fortune “We weren't fighting. But
fact, Basha There wam't’ enough  water seling o offcers. g kne i
pere st wbat ey Sither for erinking or for wash.  civilisns or other cuDltallen™ | Eoerpone knew 1f you went
a was capitalists were
Mg ofluce T G Wi 15 ° “There’s a 1ot of discase, 0P who cobducied  Duiis i e o Yo Lok

it
]
i3
?
i

maialy typ) and h
titis. The doctors don'zn’ggg Clectrical cable. cement, petral
s

had uld another would say, *T
pent in the soldiers’ club. Kolya  pack and torth 1ot ey tal Blghpomer TpATHEE e setting
and remember spending  Union in convoys,’ said ammunition today and all I killed out by being captured. ‘Some men
most of It on cleaning material ‘They would buy vodka, open were & few hundred sheep and talked about It on duty or in the
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE REAL

tents : how to get out. remembers
‘1 never eaid a word,
o start by telling oné
friend, he tells another
and before you what's hap-
pening, you've een deounced.
Discipline became  harsher.
Propaganda about borrifie

Soviet Army, officers are l-lk‘rl‘td
to etrike their men if they are
being punished.

“The most usual punlshment
WAS make us metres
in & crouching polulun Wit our
By ¢ inches off th

cers would run bemnd hit-
ting and kicking us. At the end,
3 1t we hadn't done it fast enough
they'd 50
metres.

i Frightened

But not many officers are
trusted fo giving uplifing prop-
gand ¢ the war.

ke rw-

\nit bedk in Soscia whoeh SR
mpeclal fims about the ‘heroic
confl

watching fust su
! that Kolya decided that he
had had e
After the ﬂlm he got out and,
ues, walked

taking a risk .. . But he was

A :kh'mlsl\ golng on.
shots being fired ™ hupdred

Foerila fihters umng towards
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Kolya (le/U and Sasha, safe in the West. They hope to become Americans

® e i S T
Sasha and Kolya were
:ni: for the mam! but ﬂ
still @ long way from
bﬂ: m th,e A!vhau hxllx !a
. @ house in Brussels el
- R ﬂllkzd Lo lh.em nslexduy
But t.he\ were in danger for &
long ALy
=
o“ld

e fully armed quite openly in
abul street. At first I was
Trightened 20d 1 ducked down &
side street to
“These last !zv\ Jears plenty of
Russian soldiers have had their
rosta bt ith mo questions

“Then I reminded myself that
could ucee than

‘So I walked out with my hands
o 3nd surrendered to the Afghsa
'rnex prodded him with their

Kalishnikov rifles.
Tt m

the faith Shortly efterwards he

han  groups

rejoin their enemy.
two defectars say they

have happy memories of life In
the bils with thelr captors, ™ There
ere no women, only fighting
men, some of them very young.
only 12 or 13 years old It was
five months before they eould

istan to Europe.

Sasha. who comes from
Jilage some
Tioason and Botva: wm is from
Kazakhstan, will be in N
next week. They hope to become
A 5.

wanted to surrender fearful
Rl frme that they fooaa
oot him
xm they seemed to understand.
And Eolya was later to Tealise
why, he savs when in thelr
camps he came across hundred:
S her fussian soldiers. who
had done the same.
He was blindfolded and taken
on a three-hour journey to the
guerilla camp. There he was o e
oned by & group. of senior
guerillas who spoke Russian.
“They asked me if I wanted to
an

e
really wanted to do was 10 §0 0

the West
He realises now that he was
th

have ready
smply (or that, for xelusl
become & M

But the gro his
decision, though ey kep( him
m their other dozen

Delsoners, all of whom bad taken

N PN . R WIS E

make up thelr
own with all the risks involved.

It is clear that many of
the hearts and the minds
that are being changed in
Afghanistan are those of
the Russians themselves.
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TO give you every 144
Minolta EP450Z zoom
standard reducion/enlarg
IT gl bas foier “opa
pressetyourself into the mads
S0, you can go from
thirds y’]ou want,
ND for the first timk
many zjz/ﬁmﬂ redudion |
A5 and A3,
'AND ihat’s just sorak
of the EP450Z.
IFyou'd like us 1o enl
really must come md seeitfi

==
]

| &=

i

W

Reds

|

|

I

|

| e

L IS0 THEWORLDSE

e B



