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Soviet Unofficial Peace Movement 

Since I wrote to you on 14 October, the Embassy in Moscow 
have made several further attempts to hand over the Prime 
Minister's letter to the So~et Unofficial Peace Movement 
(also known as the Moscow Group for the Establishment of 
Trust between the USSR and the USA, or the Trust Group). 
It is now clear that the KGB will not permit members of the 

I 

group to take delivery of the Prime Minister's letter. a1tho~h 
from the Embassy's account (Moscow telno 1318 enclosed) there 
may be different views wlthin the group. on balance the views 
expressed by Mr Dudkin 1n favour of publicising the correspondence 
appear to be more reliable and representative. 

We think it right not to make any further attempts to hand 
over the Prime Minister"""-reply, but to give the press in Moscow 
and London a full account of the background and to release the 
texts of the group's letter and the Prime Minsiter's reply. You 
agreed ln your letter of 15 July that the press should be told 
of the contents of the Prime Minister's letter once it had been 
delivered. Before releasing the texts, we recommend that 

A Sir lain Sutherland should be instructed to make a strong 
Il protest to the Russians. 

If you are content we would propose to send instructions 
to Moscow in the terms of the enclose draft telegram. 
Thereafter we would propose that the Embassy should release 
the texts of the two letters to the British press in Moscow. 
The ~mbassy and the FCO News Department would also draw on 
the enclosed draft press line in answering questions .• 

A J Coles Esq 
10 Downing Street 

(0-r-

'lv ~.'---
(R B Bone) 
Private Secretary 
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10 DOWNING STREET 

From the Pril'ote Secretory 7 Decembe r 1983 

SOVIET UNOFFI CIAL PEACE MOVEMENT 

Th a nk yo u for your lette r of 5 Decemb e r . 

Th e Prime Mini s ter agree s that th e t e l egram 
of instruc tions to HM Ambass ador in Moscow s ho uld 
b e desp a t c he d and furth e r a g r ees with th e 
proposed pre ss line and your s u gges tio n t ha t t h e 
t ex t s of the corresponde n ce be tween t h e Pri me 
Mini s t er and th e So vi e t Unoffi c ial Peace Moveme n t 
s hould b e r e l eased. 

R. B. Bone, Esq. , 
Foreign a nd Commo nwe alth Of f i ce . 

f 



SOVIET UNOFFICIAL PEACE MOVEMENT: DRAFT PRESS LINE 

1. Our Embassy in Moscow have been trying for some time to hand 

over to members of the Moscow Group for the Establishment of Trust 

between the USSR and the USA (also known at the "Trust Group" 

and the Soviet Unofficial Peace Movement) the Prime Minister ' S 

reply to the Group ' s letter of 14 June. Meetings were arranged 

at the Embassy on 5 September and 12 October bu t on both 

occasions representatives of the Group did not arrive. On 5 

September a member of the Group telephoned the Embassy to say that 

the representatives had been arrested near the Embassy. 

Sir G Howe raised this with Mr Gromyko in Madrid on 7 September. 

On 12 October, the 
immediate vicinity of the Embassy was saturated with plain clothes 

officials and traffic on the road outside the Embassy was 

restricted by the militia so that access to the building was 

effectively blocked. A member of the Group telephoned the Embassy 

shortly after they were due to arrive to say that his colleagues 

had been detained. After both incidents we made strong 

representations in Moscow to the Russians and sought an assurance 

that there would be no further hindrance to the Group receiving 

the Prime Minister ' s reply. 

2 . It is clear from the Embassy ' s most recent contact with the 

Group that it will not be possible to hand over the Prime Minister's 

reply. With the agreement of a member of the Group , we think it 
right now to make public both the background and the texts of the 

letters themselves. 

3. Our Ambassador in Moscow has made a further strong protest 

to the Soviet authorities. He has pointed out the clear breach 

of the commitments the Russians have only just undertaken in the 
concluding document of the CSCE Review meeting in Madrid to 

assist access to Diplomatic Missions. 

Supplementaries 

Why were the letters not published earlier? 

We had hoped the Russians would take account of our previous 

representations. We also wished to make every reasonable effort 

Ito 



to deliver the Prime Minister ' s letter to the Group. It is now 

clear that the Group will not he permitted to receive the letter . 

In these circumstances publication of the letters will draw 

attention to this regrettable incident and to the need by the 

Soviet authorities to honour their international commitments. 

Is publicity likely to harm members of the group? 

The group have consistently sought publicity for their 

activities. Moreover the Soviet authorities already know of 

the existence of the correspondence. 

What commitments in the Madrid Concluding Document have the Soviet 

authorities breached? 

In the sector on human contacts the Soviet Union undertook to 

facilitate the normal functioning of diplomatic missions. 

Specifically they stated that - "Access to these missions will be 

assured with due regard to the necessary requirements of security 

of these missions." 
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. ,'~d;on and Caveats 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECEMBER 83 

I MMED IATE MOSCOW 

TELEG RAM NUM BER 

PI t..:l.t'( \.,:C£' I~~ .. I 

I IMMEDIATE 

TELNO 1318: SOVIET UNOFFICIAL PEACE MOVEMENT 

1 . We ag ree that the time has now come for publication . Th e 

Prime Minister ha s agreed that before relea s ing the texts of 

the Letters yo u s hould spe ak at an appropriate level to the MFA 

lea v in g the Russians in no doubt of the effect o n p ubl ic and 

Ministerial attitudes o f this incident., and making the fo ll ow in g 

points: 

(i) the group ha s now been pre ve nted on severa L occasions 

from reaching the Emba ssy to receive the Prime 

Mini s ter ' s reply to their letter . Thi s i s deplorable. 

(ii) 

rai sed this dir ect l y with Gromyko in Madrid on 

7 Septembe r, who undertook to look into the question. 

We had presumed that no further obstacles would be 

put in the way of the group receiving the Prime 

Mini s t e r' s l e tt e r . But thi s ha s turned out not to 

be the case . 

Sov iet action s are imposs ible t o r econc ile with th e ir 

NNNN ends Catchword 

recent 
telegram 

File number 

Drafted by (Block capita ls) 

ROGER BONE 

Telephone number 

Authorised for despatch 

BLANK 

Comcen reference 1 1'llt: of despatch 

Di~tribution 

Limited 
Sovie t D 
News 0 
Research 
Info 0 
PS 
PS /Mr Rifkind 
PS/Mr Whitney 
PS/PUS 
Sir J Bullard 
Mr J e nkin s 

cc: 10 Downing St r eet 
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Classification and Caveats 

CONFIDENTIAL I11MEDIATE 

recent commitments at Madrid to assure access by 

visitors to diplomatic missions. 

4 (iii) The fact that the Soviet authorities have, notwith s tand-
5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

ing our representation s , repeatedl y prevented the 

transmission of a lett e r from the Prime Mini ste r in 

response to one criticising the arrest of members of 

the peace movement in Britain will inevitabl y rai se 

serious doubts in the minds of Ministers a s well a s 

with public and parLiamentary opinion about the value 

of So v iet commitment s to peace as well as toward s their 

c omm itments in the Madrid and Hel s inki Docum e nts. 

(iv) We now intend to make public the background to the 

incident and the t exts of the 'group's letter and the 

Prime Mini s ter' s repl y . 

2. Following your prote st to the MFAyou s hould relea s e the 

texts of the two letters to the British press in Mo sco w and 

draw on the Pre ss line in MIFT. News Department will re s pond 

on the sa me basis to que s tions here. 

HOWE 

NNNN 

NNNN ends 

telegram 
BLANK 

I Catchword 
I 
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CONF I OE~ T I AL 

FM HGSCO"W 1811102 tWV 83 

TO I M~\ED IATE FeD 

TEUIO 1)18 OF 18 'OV 83 . 

YOUR TE L ,-.0 9 19: SOV lET urlOFF IC1,AL PEACE MOVE 11ENT . 

1. AFTeR SEvE~AL ABORTiVE HTE r'l PTS T'J ('JN TA CT ~E IT~-lA N ' S ~ROUP. 

\.IE Hi-IvE NO'w' HAD THREE TELEPHOtJE COilvERSAT I ON5 'H ITH DUOK n l , '" I TH I N 

THE. LA ST 5 DAYS WH ILE THE GfWuP ~EF LECTE D A~lD CONSULTE D AMONG 

TI-IE i'lSELVES. THE UPSHOT, I S THAT, SI~~CE \~E CAtUIOT MEE T THE GROUP 

ELSE '."IHEi\E A.-ID .\ CC or~PAN Y Tt1E i~ TO TilE HH:'ASSY , THEY 00 'tOT SEE 

ANY PO I NT I tt AGAIN HTEMPTIN G TO COME TO THE EMBASSY , THE KBG HAVI ~G 

ON ThE LAST OCCAS ION TOLD THE M I N NO UNCERT6. 1I1 TER~S THH THEy 

IJUULD COiH I NuE TO BE I NTERCEPTED . 

? AFTER THE SECOND CONVERSATION , 'MHE~ THE GROUP' S DEC I S I ON \US 

CLEAR, 'oII E ASK E. D DUO K Ifl WH ETHER THEY WOUL D HAVE ANY OBJECT I O ~ TO 

PUoL I CAT I ON OF THEIR LETT ER 'N D THE PR I ME MI NI STER ' S REP LY . 

AFTER FURTt1E R CON SULTAT IU~ , HE C:' LL ED BACK TO SA Y THAT, ON TI-iE 

COi'4TRA RY, Ti1EY WO ULD FAVOUR Pu8LI CATION . tiE CD/"tr~ ENTED THAT THIS 

!.~ OUL D OBV I ATE THE NEE D FOR us TO HAND OVER A TEXT OF THE PR l f-IE 

14 I NISTER ' S REPLY. 'NE MADE CLEA R THA T THE BAC'GROUnD wOULD BE 

G I VE;t TO THE :JR IT I SH PRESS. 

J . Oll l7 NOVEMBER , TwENTY - FOU" HQUI1S AFTER THE L AS T OF OuR TELEP~mlE 

cmiVERSI.TI ONS WITH DUDK I ~j, wE \o;ERE TELEPHOtlED BY SO:·1EO~lE ~I H O 

CLA I/.:EO TO BE A MEMBER OF THE G~OUP j AND WHO t·'AY 'iAVE 9EE N 

iWSENQER (HE JID ~OT CLEA"LY I OE'ITI FY HIMSELF). THI S CALLER 

SAI D ThAT I N. A.GREEING TO PUBLIC AT I ON OUOK IN HA:! SPOK Ett ONLY FOR 

HI MSELF, NOT FOR THE GROUP AS A WHOLE , 'IIH I CH \.J~5 AGA ltt ST 

PUBLICATI OU. 'ttiH ILE 'NE CAlmOT 3E SURE , 1:1E BE LI EV E THAT TH I S CA LL ER 

~tAS E. 1T H E ~ ~N tt1POSTER OR A 'I\ E ~;EER OF THE GROUP SPEAK HtG Utl DER 

DURESS . THE SOV I ET AUTHORITI ES \l ILL CEnA I NLY HAVE MOIIITORED 

OUR DI SCUSSIONS WITH DUOK I N, AlID HAVE A:~ OBV I OUS I NTE REST I N 

HYING TO FORES TA LL pueLICATIO'J. THE GROUP TI-jE ·~SE LVE S . ON 

Tlit OTHER HAND , HAVE CO~ISISTE NTLY SOUGHT PUBLICIT Y. I 

THEREF Ort E r.ECorl,;·lE ~lD THAS 'ifE ShOULD GO AHE/I O I.'IITH PU?LICt.T I CN . 

COi'-·l::lOENTIAL / ,+. IF You 
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4. I F YOU AG.H . I THINK THAT T" I S SHvUL D BE aEGARDED 4S A 

MOSCO" . RATHER THAN A LONDON , STORY . I T I S I N FAC T 

?OSS l oLE THAT THE CHGU? THEr-ISc.LVES }1AY, AS I N THE PAST , CONTACT 

LOCAL aR I T I SH CORRESPONDENTS . I SHOULD THEREFORE BE GRATEFUL 

FUR HRLY 4UnORITY TO REL EASE DETA I LS BOTtt OF THE CORRESPONOE~CE 
AND OF CUR ABOR TIVE EFFOR TS TO ' RRANGE DELiVE RY OF THE PR I ME 

"dh l STE~ ' S LE.TTE. R. 

SUTHERLAND 

LIMI,.EO 

50\lIE,. D 

N&'WS D 

RESEARCH b 

PS 
PSi MR RIFKIND 

pSi MR. WHITN/;V 

PSI PVS 

SIR ./ 6V~~"RD 

COPIES SENT TO 
No. 10 DOWNING STREET 


