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1i nsport • and General 
Workers Union 

OUR REF GHP/AP TElEPHONE 0\ -128 1788 TElEGRAMS TRANSUNION LONDON SW1 TELEX No 919009 

YOUR REF 

9th January, 1984 

Mrs. M. Thatcher, 
Prime Minister, 
10 Downing Street, 
WNOON 

Dear Prime Minister I 

Building Construction & Civil Engineering Group 
National Secretary - G. P. Henderson 

I thought you would like to see copy of the r eply I had given to the USSR 
Construction and Buil ding Materials ' Industry WOrkers ' Unions. 

I have also sent a copy to the Secretary of State for Defence . 

Yours sincerely, 

&o,~t. 1+ eVlJ"'''''"1 
NATIONAL SEX:RErARY 
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GPH/AP 

YOUR REF 

9th January, 1984 

Mr. I .. Lanshin, 
President, 

• 
TELEPHONE 01·828 77 88 TElEGRAMS TAA ... SUN10N lONDON SW1 TELEX No 91.009 

Building Construction & Civil Engineering Group 
. National Secretary - G. P. Henderson 

Construction and Building Materials' Industry Workers' Unions, 
Central Committee, 
42 Lenin Avenue, 
MOSCOW Bl19, USSR 

Dear Colleague, 

On behalf of the Construction, Civil Engineering and Building 
Crafts workers of the Transport & General Workers' Union, I 
should like to thank you for your letter, with enclosures, 
received on 4th January, 1984, about the disturbing growth 
in international tension and escalation of the arms race. 

The Transport & General Workers I . Union is a consistent and 
vociferous opponent of the arms race and especially of 
nuclear weapons. From fighting against the H-bomb in the 
1950's through to our current campaign against the Cruise, 

I
PerShing and Trident missiles, we have remained of the firm 
opinion that the possession of nuclear weapons brings neither 
security nor stabi lity but in fact places us all in the greatest 
peril. We are committed to a policy of nuclear disarmament, 
an end to the arms race and the strengthening of international 
peace and co-operation and welcome your commitment to the same 
objectives. 

As workers in the construction industry, we are also very much 
aware of the harmful effect which high levels of military spending 
are having on our jobs and living standards. In this country, 
many construction workers remain unemployed even though we need 
more homes, schools and hospitals. We believe that if some of 
the resources currently channelled into armaments were diverted 
to socially useful production then employment could be increased 
and living standards improved. 

TGWU SUPPORTS EVERY YEAR 



I am su r e that l iving standards in t he Soviet Uni on could be 
simi l arly improved were it pos sib l e to reall~cate resources 
in t h is way. We hope you wi ll find inte rest~ng the ~nclosed 
booklet wh ich t he T&GWU has produced o n arms convers~on. We 
mus t a ll look forward t o t he time whe n construction workers 
c an be fully employed in useful and peaceful ,projects. 

Construc tion and othe r wo rkers in the United Kingdom will, 
the refo r e , . c o ntinue to campaign for de t e nte and nuclear 

) 

disarmame nt. We share your extreme concern at the deployment 
of the new Cruise and Pershing missiles in Western Europe 
and will continue to do all in our power to achieve the 
reversal of that decision and the dismantlement of these 
weapons. Like you, we recognise that this deployment signifies 
ano the r turn in the a rms race, a furthe r increase in military 
budgets and ye t anothe r r eductio n in the resources available 
t o satisfy the needs of working people. 

I must, howeve r, be frank with you and say how much those very 
same c onsiderations c ause us to regret the response of the USSR 
to that deployment. We abhor the danqerous and provocative 
actions of NATO in placing these missiles in Western Europe. 
We u~tand the fears that such actions must give rise to in 
the USSR . But , we equally abhor the response of the Soviet 
Union as described by Chairman Y. V. Andropov in his statement 
of 24th November , 1983 . To respo nd t o the NATO escalation of 
the dIms IdCe by proceeding with its own deployment of medium­
range nuclear weapons in the European part of the USSR, by the 
d e ployment of longer - range missiles in Czechoslovakia and the 
Ge rman Democratic Republic, and by the redeployment of further 
s e a-based nuclear missiles is for the Soviet Union itself to 
contribute to an escalation of the arms race which threatens 
us all. 

We must tell you openly that we see such a response, howeve r 
much it might have been provoked by the actions of the other 
side, as a serious and dangerous error. It is also, in the 
age of massive overkill in which we live , totally unneccessary . 
Nikita Khrushchev once remarked, jokingly but truthfully: 
"We ' re satisfied to be able to finish off the United States 
first time round. Once is quite enough. What good does it 
do to annihilate a country twice. We ' re not b l oodthirsty 
people." The Transport and General Workers' Union believes 
that the comment has considerable relevance . Military balance, 
in nuclear terms, is meaningless when already a country has the 
ability to destroy its enemy several times over. This only 
serves to prolong the arms race, whose rapid and complete 
demise is something to which we are both committed. 

We, therefore, hope that you will feel able to use your influence 
to achieve a reversal of these decisions to deploy further 
missiles in favour of a resumption of meaningful and effective 
discussions at the earliest opportunity. 

Th e T&GWU sends its greetings to Soviet building workers and 
urge s them to continue their struggle for peace and international 
co-operation in the knowledge that construction workers in 



Britain will be continuing that same struggle in their country. 

Yours fraternally, 

-&04.~t. fte VI,). e h. '1. 

GEORGE HENDERSON, 
NATIONAL SECRETARY 



IlPO<I>ECCMOHAJIhHhIR COl03 PABOlfHX CTPOMTEJIhCTBA 
II IlPO~IhIIIIJIEHHOCTM C-rpOMTEJIhHhIX MATEPMAJIOB 

U E H T P A J1 b H bI!/I K 0 M VI T E T 
cccp, MoeKiI. 8-119. JlCIIHHI::Qft npocn., 42 

SYNDICAT DES TRAVAILLEURS 
DU BATI~\ENT ET DES MATERIAUX 

DE CONSTRUCTION 
Ccmile Ctnlral 

42, Avenue Lenine, 
Moscou. B·JI9, URSS 

CONSTRUCTION AND BUILDING 
MATERIALS' INDUSTRY 

WORKERS' UNIONS 
Central Committee 
42, Lenin a'Venut, 

Mosr:ow, D·119, USSR 

CONSTRUCTION, CIVIL ENGINEERING 
AND BUILDING CRAFTS OF THE TRANSPORT 
AND GENERAL WORKERS' UNION 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Dear Comrades I 

SINDICATO DE TRAVAJADORES 
DE LA cDIFlCACION Y 

MAT,ERIALES DE CONSTRUCCION 
Contile Centr:tl 

42, Avenld. Lenin. 
Mose. 8·119, URSS 

The SOYiet building workers, as well as all the people of 
our country, are deeply concerned with cont:lnuous e;rovrth of :In­

ternational tension forced by the US Adm:lnistration and its 
NATO allies. 

Deployment of the American first-strike nuclear miss iles 
which has started in West Germany, Great Britain and It a ly is 
an extremely d~erous and imprudent , act immensely 8sgrav ating 
the deadly threat of world disaster . This deployment, uno,erta­
ken against the l7ill and interests of the peoples, signifies 

another turn in the arms-race , increase :In military budgcts and 
further cut in allocations for social needs of the 1V0rlcing peo­

ple. 
The workers and trade unions :In construction indus tries 

are fully aware that escalation of the arms-race , militarization 
of economy and stockpiling of nuclear arsenals lead to curtail­

ment of construction works - particularly housing, Bocial ,ancl. 
cultura l projects -, incr'lased uneI!lploy::lent, r edv.ctio:1 in liY::':l,; 
standards, general deterioration of the working people's condi­

tions and infringement 'lpon their democratic and trade union 
rights . At the same time the world is short of more than 300 

million flats and scores of millions of construction \'/orl:ers 
can't find a job. 
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The Soviet construction workers rnd their traiie union wholly 

and resolutely support the peaceful fore i gn policy of our state , 

the decisions set forth in the Statement by Comrade Y.V .Andropoy 

aimed at averting a new war 3...TJ.d safeguarding u...'"1i"lcrsal sec·~U'ity . 

The American l eadership al'.d its NA'rO allies haye tm.ned corm 

the constructive proposals of the USSH, torpedoed the possibility 

of mutual accord '.1hat forced the Soviet Union t o take A) 9unter-me­

fisure s to ensure its security and that of the other countries of 

thc socialist community. 

We are f ully re sol ved to join onr efforts in s t ruggle ' for 

disarmament, switching the means over to peaceful construction 

and deve l opment, proviS ion of jobs for construction wor!ce,rs, . sa­
ti!'Jf[<.ction of their 1lI'50nt necds and vit al reqt'irements. 

Dccu~ents of the D{th Intcrnationo.1 Trade Conference of Wor­

kers of the Building , ':Icod and Building Mat oriaJ. o Industries (Sc­

fiD. , O<::tober 1983). ropr8Genting over 21 mj) lion v:orkcrs of our 
t rnde, stress that "Genuine economic and social prog~'ess is possi·­
ble only in atmosphere of detente, peaceful co-oxistence &no dis-

Peace, jobs, social end economic prog:::'ess - thesE are the 
interconnected objectlves, end we must unite in stnJ.g[;le for t hem 
on both national C.l'le. interne.tional level"". 

We ere f'orw;:t.rding to you h~rev.rith the Stetemel~ts by Comrade 

y • V • Ar,dropov as wel l 0.13 the Statenient made by the l':residit'l:'. of 
the All - Union Central Council of 'rr'ade Unlons \'/hi oh expounds the 
position of '~hl3 Soviet trade unicns in CO!l..noction with deplo:>"me:~.t 

of' the A1!leric Pl1 !ilissi l es tD ~:.\; st€l'n EU1'O]?? €' rld contnins concx-ete 

proposals on e)::panoion of onti-*,mlr collabor ation between trade 
tUlions of the S()Ci2.1ist, cc.pJ.cali st and developing coul1trien . 

We ao hope that t he above Statement:::; 1'1111 meet undcrsta.,ding 

and [!iv e r1.r-.e to actions in defoncE: of :p<?e:.cc a.11e1 l~.fe 01: CD.rt~ 

thus ans\·/e7~· -<Vital inte:rests of the \'ForkiJ'1-f!; people of O,lL' trau" . 
( ,. , 

L9.<'k:L"lG forward. to your answer, 

.?/.r.~J! 
- ... ·r y 

yOUI'Z frc.tern3.11y , 

I GOR LANSlIIN 

PrGsident 


