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The Rt Hon Lord Hailsham
The Lord Chancellor

Lord Chancellor's Office
House of Lords

LONDON SW1A OPW

INQUIRY INTO THE ARCHWAY ROAD SCHEME = o= )
(N st t) .

As I nmentioned at Cabinet, Sir Michael Giddings, the~J
Inspector you nominated to preside over this road inquiry
has felt obliged to withdraw as a result of the personal and 'Z;VZH
domestic harassment he has undergone, I attach a icopy of :
the letter of resignation he has submitted.

—

There 1is of course a history of tr
the two previous abandoned inquiries put tt
el

ouble at Archway and
el

e ectors concerned

under similar enormous personal strain - the second in particular

involving the same sort of domestic persecution,

s P

I think it was agreed that I should make an early statement
in the House deploring what had happened and announcing our
intention to set up a {Eﬁfﬁ_lﬂﬂﬁliihEEELEEith'

I should 1like to be able to say something about our
intentions with regard to the new Inspector. In. the light
of experience I believe he will have to be a sepior lawyer
with the status of a judge, if he is to cope with what is
likely to be involved, —

p—

My officials are urgently discussing this and the other
handling aspects with your people and also with the other
Departments most closely concerned. Meanwhile I attach a
draft of the sort of statement I have in mind to make, and
would welcome any_comments vou have on this as soon as possible,
I would like to make my statement this week.

We must . handle this particular case under our present
rules, but I agree with you that we do need to 1look at the
rules for inquiries generally in the longer term,

I am sending a copy of this letter to Patrick Jenkin
(who jointly with me appointed the Inspector), to Willie Whitelaw,
Leon Brittan, John Biffen, John Wakeham, Lord Denham and the
Prime Minister,
M
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NICHOLAS RIDLEY
PAMPIRERITIAT




make a
et ataoamao . S, A TTET S . ‘ - 1 A vk 1 [ d L X » = o) 3
statement on th 1Ngulry 1into prop n Arcnway Rroad

in North London,

I very much regret to have | tell this House hat Sir
Michael Giddings, the inspectoz ed by the Lord Chancellor

and appointed by the tary of State for the Environment and

myself has withdrawn. 'his was as a result of the harassment
he and his family

describes how for

telephone <calls,

speaking to his wife, the eipt of hun ds .0f letters
private home some addressed to his wife, two deputations

house

neighboi

a parcel of excreta trespassers in his garden and the breaking
of a window. He has told me that while he h no doubt that he
could carry

wife further

withdraw.

The Government totally deplores such tactics of intimidation

and domestic harassment. They are clearly intended to subvert
the statutory processes established by Parliament to protect the
interests of he public. The objec of any inquiry is to
provide a fi ai he: £ 8 the arguments in the case
at 1issue, | iou lesi d ik . ss this is an attack

on

A new inquiry will be set u Forthwith, 'he Lord Chancellor
will nominate- a new Inspector, He has in mind nominating a

senior lawyer with the status of a judge, Tactics of harassment

Co prevent g ber hearing of the i1issues at stake will not be

allowed to




Setting up a fresh inquiry means that the time and money of
many people will have been wasted as a sult of these actions

by the few. I have conveyed to Sir Michael Giddings my deep.

regret at the personal attacks o 1f and his family that

they have had to endure.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Reading,

22 February
.Je;;,f /L/s (_ﬂ/\.a/i::x:

I am very sorry to have to tell you that I have finally decided
that I must withdraw from the Archway inquiry. I tentatively proposed doing
so in October last year, ten weeks before the inguiry cpened. Eventually, howev
I opened the inquiry with the intention of re-as: 33
of what transpired. Unfortunately the situation has

The problem concerns the pressure I .
we have ben plagued with telephone calls (27 on one day in December) Even last
Sunday, after the adjournment had been in progress for more than two weeks, we
received four calls. On occasions callers h: 1 to speak to my wife and
have tried various devious measures to ensure this. Over 600 letters have been
sent to my home (many admittedly by way of proforma). Some of
addressed to my wife. Two deputations cam o house over
subsequently the police (and, in two instances, my neighbours)
cars away from the drive. A parce f ex a was sent to the
found two people in my garden. indow has | broker

While I have no doubt
afraid 1 am not prepared to see my p

I hope I can truthfully say that I
responsibly over the last five years. I have receive
many officers of both Departments, for which I am most g : the same
time I have always sought to approach problems objectively, and I have not alway:
come out in favour of the official proposals. I am very much distressed at the
conflict of duty.

Finally, may I y sincere and
personally. I fully realise trouble my withdrawal
am deeply sorry.

Mrs Lynda Chalker MP
Minister of State
Department of Transport
2 Marsham Street London.




