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1. FOLLOWING IS FULL TRANSLATION OF TE RESHKOVA'S REPLY AS 

CARR IED BY TASS IN ENGLISH I 

"E STEH'ED MRS. THATCHER, 
YOUR LETTER THAT THE 'K OMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA' EDITORIAL BOARD 

FAfliLIARISED fIE ~ ITH IMPELS ME TO SPEAK ON SOME OF THE QUESTIONS 

TOUCHED UPON BY YOU . 

'I ALSO VOTE FOR PEACE,' Y~U WRITE. wEL L, wE WOULD BE GLAD 

TO BEL I EVE YOU. BUT, I SHALL HONESTLY SAY, MUCH OF WHAT I SNOW 

TAKING PLACE I N wESTERN TOP. ECHELONS HAMPERS THAT. 

' NATO DOES NOT THREATEN YOU,' YOU ASSURE, CITII.G THE 

- DECLARATION OF THE 'IORTH ATLANTIC PACT WHICH WAS ADOPTED IN JUNE 

1982 . WE KNOW ABOUT THAT STATEMENT . wE ALSO KNOW THAT BEFORE ITS 

AD OPT ION ONE OF THE CO-AUTHORS OF THIS STATEMENT - U.S. 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN (SPEAKING, BY THE WAY, III BR ITISH 

PARLIAMENT) PROCLAI MED A 'CRUSAD" AGAINST SOCIALISM. AND YOU 

010 NOT DISSCCIATE YOURSELF FROM SUCH AN INTENTION. 

MEANIIH ILE THIS CRUSADE I S UNDERTAKEN -NOT ONLY WITH 

AN TI-i:OMMUNIST GONFALONS . IIEW AMERICAN MEDIUM-RANGE NUCLEAR 

MISS ILES APPEARE D I N YOUR COUNTRY, AND ALSO IN OTHER WEST 

EUROPEAII STATES. AIlD YOUR GENER ALS 00 NOT CONCEAL THAT THEY ARE 

TARGETED ON OUR cou.nRY. ONE CAIlNOT, REGRETTABLY, EVALUATE THIS, 

MUCH AS wE SHOULD LI KE TO, AS A ',AY OF 'V OTII.G FOR PEACE '. 

YOU wi SHEu TO carlv , NCE US THA T THE DEPLOYMENT OF NEW 

AMER ICAN MI SS ILE S wAS ON LY A COUNTER - MEASURE TO UPSETTlt.G THE 

MILIT AR Y EQU ILI BR IUM IN EUROPE BY THE SOV IET UNION. YOU EVEN 

CITE FIGURES, WH ICH ARE I MPRESS IVE, IN YOUR OPINION: A YEAR AGO 

THE USSR HAD 1000 WARHEADS IN MED IUM-RANGE MI SS ILES, ',HILE ,THE 

WEST HAD NOliE I I. EUR OP E, I AM NO NO EXPER T IN THIS FIELD, MRS 

THATCHER, OUT I KNOW THE BASIC THINGS. 

BR ITAIN AND FRANCE TOGETHE R HAVE 162 MED IUM-RANGE MISSILES, 

HAVEN'T THE Y? THE Y ALSO EXI STED A YEA R AGO AND THEY EXIST TODAY, 

TOO . IT I S IIICOMPREHENS I BLE WHY YOU DEC IDED TO CONSIDER THEM TO 

BE NONEX I STENT. YOU ALSO FAI L TO TAKE IIno AC COUN T THE "A TO 

" ED I UM-RANGE A I RCRAFT CARRY I NG ON THE I " EOARD NUCLEAR "OPONS 

"ES IGNED FOR USE CLSO AGAI';ST THE USSR. 

I RECALL: I II THE YEAR OF 1979, THE SAME YEAR WHEII /lATO TOOK 

THE DEC I SI ON ON 'A DDI Ti ONAL ARMAMENT ' THE INTE RNATIONAL I NS TITUTE 

FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES, WH I CH I S NOT VERY FAR ~ROM YOUR, MRS. 

THATC HER , RESIDEIlCE , NOTED THE EQU llI eR IUM OF THE MILITARY FORCES 

OF THE IIATO BLOC AIID THE WARSAW TREATY ORGAIIiSATICII, IIICLUDIIiG 

/lEW SOV IET SS - 20 MISSILES. 
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YOU R EPRO~CH THE SOV lET UIII GN WI TH ALLEGEDLY "JALK I NG OUT' 

OF THE TALKS wITH THE AI'ERICANS. FACTS, HOI/EVER , TESTIFY TO THE 

CONTRARY . LITERALLY TO THE LAST DAY OF THE GENEVA TALKS THE USSR 

STROVE FOR REAC H IIlC AGREEr'ENT , PUT FOR WARD vAR 10US vERS IONS, 

OFFERED ONE COflPROM I SE AFTER ANOTHER -wI SH I HG TO REACH A 

MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE AGREEMENT. OUR I NITIATIVES wEill SO FAR THAT 

WE PROPOSED NOT TO HAVE IN EUROPE" AUY NUCLEAR wEAPONS AT ALL 

- EITHER TACTICAL, OR r.EDIUM- RMIGE ONES . ALL THESE ARE KNOwN 

fACTS . I BELIEVE THH YOU ARE ALSO FAI' ILIAR wITH THE SOVIET 

PROPOSALS . BUT I T IS PRECISELY YOUZ ALLY THAT WAS CARRY I NG OUT 

I NTEIISIVE PREPARATI OIIS AT THE T I ME OF THE TALKS FOR THE 

DEPLOYMENT OF MI SSILES AND STARTED 5E NDI'IG THEM TO EUROPE, ',"ICH 

~,ADE THE TALKS I I,'POSSIBLE. SO I T I S 1I0T THE USSR "tHICH . WAL KED 

OUT. OF THE TALKS, IT I S WASHINGTON, WH I CH EXPLODED THH\ FOR THE 

SAKE OF DEPLOY IIiG ITS wEAPONS TARGETED ON THE USSR . 

IF YOU, MRS THATCHER , wAUT ,THE SOVIET PEOPLE TO BE L IEVE IN 

NA TO' S PEACEBLENESS, I WISH TO ASK. wHY SHOULDN ' T THE NATO 

NUCLEAR COUNTR IES MAKE A COMM I TMENT NE VER TO BE THE FIRST TO USE 

THE NUCLEAR wEAPONS , AS THE SOV I ET UU I ON HAS ALREADY DONE ? wHY 

SHOULDN'T THEY AGREE TO CONCLUD I NG WiTH THE WARSAW TRE ATY 

ORGAN I ZAT I ON AN AGREEMENT ON MUTUAL NOIl-USE OF MI L I TARY FORCE? 

WHY SHOUL DN ' T THEY DI SPLAY TRuE WI SDOM, BY GIV I NG UP A FUR THER 

DEPLOYMEln OF THE MISSILES AND WI TH DRAlHNG THOSE, '.H ICH HAVE 

AL READ Y BEEN PLACED? 

IT DEPENDS ON THE ANSWER TO THE SE QUEST IONS, '.HETHER YOUR 

STATEMENTS 011 THE STR I V I NG FOR PEACE AND OvERCOM I tlG THE FEE L I HG 

OF HORROR , wH I CH WAR CAUSES , WI LL SOUND CONV I NC I NG . WE DO NOT 

DOUBT THE PEACEBLENESS OF THE BR I T I SH 'PEOPLE, LI KE THAT GF THE 

OTHER PEOP LES, AND 'IT I S TH I S PEACE BLENESS THAT Gi VES US HOPE 

FOR THE BETTER . 

AS THE CHA I R~\AN OF THE SO VIET ~Or-\EN'S coro\r"ITTEE, I DEAL 
EVERY DAY WITH LETTERS OF MY COUNTRY\,OMEN WHO EXPRES S CO~CERh 

OVER THE DARKEN ING CL OUDS OF wAR THREAT I tl THE HORIZON OF OUR 

PL A r~ET • 

SO MANY yEARS PASSED AFTER THE END OF THE SECOUD WORL D WAR 

AND T I LL NOW I AM BE I NG APPROACHED BY WOMEN .. WH O LOST THE I R 

RELAT I VES, WITH THE C~LL I TO DO THE UTMOST TO AVERT THE THREAT 

OF wAR . THE SAME THOUGHT KEYNOTES THE ADDRESSES OF sov l ET YOUTH 

TO YOU . THOSE LETTERS WE RE WR I TTEN By COEVALS OF MY DAUGHTER , I 

TAKE CLOSE TO HEART AND UNDERSTAND THE IR CONCERNS AND HOPES . TO. 

SEE THE I R HOPES PUT I NTO L IFE, EVER VOilE OF US SHOU LD 'VOTE FOR 

PE ACE ' oU T NOT I N WORDS BUT BY A CONCRETE CONTRIBUT I ON TO. THE 

CAUSE OF CURB I NG I/AR . 

SUTHERLAND 
L..1M.l~C:-±> 
sou ,b . ' 
I!:~b 
NE<.>< ,b . 
Mcz. _-SC:Jo.:IK\~> 

RESPECTFULLY YOURS, 

VALEUTINA TE RESHKQVA 
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HY TELNO )19 I PEACE LETTERS ,~ . 

1. UNDER THE HE AD I NG .. THEY DO NOT VOTE FOR PEACE WITH CRU I SE 

MISSILES" KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA ON 10 MARCH PUBLISHED 

PROMINENTLY ON ITS FOREIGN NEwS PAGE THE PRIME MINISTER'S LETTER 

PRECEDED BY A SHORT I IITRODUCT ION RECALL I NG THE POSTCARD 

CA~,PA IGN AND FOLLOWED BY AN OPEN REPLY TO MRS THATCHER. THE PR IME 

~"NISTER'S LETTER WAS CARRIED III FULL III OUR TRANSLATION WITH ONLY 

A COUPLE OF VERY MINOR CHANGES OF.PUNCTUATION AND CASE ENDIlIGS. 

2. THE OPEN REPLY BY VALENT I NA TERESHKOVA. COSMONAUT AND NO. 

CHAIRMAII OF THE SOVIET WOMEN'S COM~,ITTEE, QUESTIONED SEVERAL 

POINTS III THE PRIME MINISTER'S LETTER. REFERRING TO PRESIDENT 

REAGAN'S" CRUSADE AGAINST SOCIALISM". INF DEPLOYMENT AND OUR 

REFUSAL TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF BR I T I SH AND FRENCH NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN 

I NF OR TO FOLLOW THE SOV I ET LEAD ON NOFUN. ALTHOUGH AT TI MES 

RESORT ING TO IRONY TERESHKOVA'S LETTER IS NOT PARTICULARLY SHARP 

BY SOV I ET STANDARDS. NOR I S IT AS ACCOMPL I SHED A PRESENT AT I ON OF 
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