Mr. Sherbourne

PRIME MINISTER

e
Y e by

VISIT TO THE NORTH&SEST

A decision is needed soon on whether to proceed with your

proposed visit to the North West on Friday, 13 July. Provisional

arrangements have been made for you to visit the International
Garden Festival at Liverpool in the morning, and BNFL at Risley

in the afternoon (for the opening of a new headquarters building).
But you have already expressed some doubts about the visit because

of other pressures on your diary in July.

The possibility of your visit to the Garden Festival has become

public knowledge since Mr. Jenkin mentioned it in the House,

although Bernard has been doing his best to dampen things down.

Garden Festival

Advice is attached from both Mr. Jenkin and Mr. Walker.

Mr. Jenkin favours postponement of at least the Liverpool part of

the trip, on the grounds that in the present situation it'could be

mfgfﬁterpreted‘. Certainly, you would face massive demonstrations.
e

On the other hand, cancellation would be a disappointment

for some of the more moderate elements in the city opinion.

A leading article in the Liverpool Daily Post on 11 May said:-

"Nothing would do more for the morale of the
majority of Liverpool people than to see the
Prime Minister personally getting to grips on the

spot with the city's problems.

It would not be an easy undertaking but under no
circumstances must Liverpool be allowed to become

a no-go area''.

/Agree




Agree nevertheless to postpone the visit to the

Garden Festival?
Risley
Mr. Jenkin also has doubts about the visit to Risley.

He points out that it could be awkwardly timed in relation

to the publication of Sir Douglas Black's report on cancer

incidence in West Cumbria, and possibly in relation to the

DPP's decision on prosecution of the company. Mr. Walker,

on the other hand, would like the visit to go ahead on the

grounds that Risley is sufficiently far removed from the

Sellafield site to avoid any serious rigk of embarrassment.

—

A visit to Risley would not make much sense on its own,
if the Liverpool engagement is postponed. Agree to put off

the visit to Risley as well?

M\\m

¢ O. Qaanﬂotj

23 May, 1984
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We now need to tie up the details of this tour. The 2:7/4_

draft programme at present looks like this (times approx):-

AM Depart London
Fly to Speke Airport, Liverpool
Visit International Garden Festival (14 hours)

Conservative Party Lunch

Call in at the end of a Conservative Board
of Finance (CBF) lunch

Open new office building of BNFL at Risley
Fly back to London

The questions requiring a decision are:-

23R The CBF

Both Brenda Lowe and Brian Wyldbore-Smith would
very much like you to visit the CBF lunch at the
coffee stage for half an hour ang?gésure me that
the senior industrialists attending it (the Duke
of Westminster might also be present), far from
being offended, would be only too delighted. It
would be held at a venue close to the normal Party
workers' lunch. It will help raise money for the

Party. Do you agree to do the CBF?




Should you include another engagement?

Brenda Lowe's advice is that you should not undertake
an additional engagement becasue she is worried about
demos which would look bad. However, given the
sensitivity of Liverpool and its problems I have a
feeling that - important though the Garden Festival

is - it would help if you could be seen doing something

more substantial. There are two possihilities:-

(a) You could visit the Albert Deck complex at the

northern end of the Merseyside Development

Corpcration's South Docks area, close to the

Liverpool City Centre, This is a fine Grade 1

N

listed building, the largest such building in the
country. Work is now well underway by the MDC

to restore the fabric of the building and negotiations
are well advanced with potential occupiers., Full
restoration and regeneration will necessarily take

several years, OR

A private meeting(although the fact of it taking
place would be made known)— with the Bishop of
Liverpool, David Shepherd and the Roman Catholic

Archbishop Warlock.

The preference of Michael Alison and myself is the

meeting with the Bishop and Archbishop.

Do you agree to such a meeting? OR

Would you prefer no additional engagement?

A

STEPHEN SHERBOURNE
27.4.84
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 27 April 1984

You will recall from my letter of 24 November 1983 that the
Prime Minister is planning to visit BNFL at Risley on Friday,
13! July.

The Prime Minister will need to come to a firm view soon
whether or not to go ahead with these plans. I should be grate-

ful to know whether your Secretary of State has any comments.

I am copying this letter to Alan Davis (Department of the
Environment). I should be grateful if he could include in his
response any views which his Secretary of State may have on
whether we should proceed with the proposed visit to the

Liverpool Garden Festival.

David Barclay

Michael Reidy, Esq.,
Department of Energy.

-~
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secrelary 1 June 1984

PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT TO THE NORTH WEST

The Prime Minister was most grateful to your Secretary of
State, and to the Secretary of State for Energy, for their advice
on whether she should proceed with her proposed visit to the North
West next month.

The Prime Minister has decided that on balance it would be
better to postpone both parts of the visit. We have so informed
the Merseyside Development Corporation as organisers of the
Garden Festival, and British Nuclear Fuels Limited.

Although the Prime Minister's diary for the rest of the
year is already quite full, we will keep under review the
possibility of wvisits to Liverpool and to BNFL, since we are
conscious that changed circumstances might make either or both
highly desirable later this year.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Michael Reidy
(Department of Energy).

(DAVID BARCLAY)

John Ballard, Esq.,
Department of the Environment.




01 211 6402

David Barclay Esq
Private Secretary
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
London

SW1

n v o
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Leas T Lowe

Thank you for your letter of 27 April to Michael Reidy about the
Prime Minister's plans to open the new BNFL Headquarters building
at Risley on 13 July. We have seen John Ballard's reply of 15 May.

Mr Walker is keen that the proposed visit should go ahead, because
it should provide a much needed boost to the morale of BNFL staff
and help revive the Company's difficult public image. Although

the decision by the Director of Public Prosecutions may not be known
by 13 July, Mr Walker considers that endorsement of the new offices
and facilities at Risley ought to be sufficiently far removed from
the problems of Sellafield to avoid embarrassment.

I am copying this letter to John Ballard (Environment).

YC’Z-C 1>

1

Jotr

J S NEILSON
Private Secretary







2 MARSHAM STREET
LONDON SWI1P 3EB

01-212 3434

My ref:
Your ref:

IS May 1984

B e _o-¢ Bﬂ.f\n:(;\

You copied to me your letter of April 27 to Michael Reidy (DEn),
and sought any views my Secretary of State might have about
proposed visits by the Prime Minister to BNFL at Risley and
to the Liverpool Garden Festival.

It is of great importance to rebuild confidence and morale
both within BNFL and in the west Cumbria area around Sellafield,
and my Secretary of State will be putting suggestions to the
Prime Minister (in consultation with the Secretary of State
for Energy) about some ways of achieving that. A wvisit by the
Prime Minister at an appropriate time would make an important
contribution. However a visit to the headquarters offices at
Risley on July 13 would be awkwardly timed in relation to
publication of Sir Douglas Black's report on cancer incidence
in west Cumbria, and possibly also in relation to the decision
by the Director of Public Prosecutions on prosecution of the
company following the incident last November. The Prime Minister
will wish to take these matters into account.

My Secretary of State remains of the view that a visit to the
International Garden Festival in Liverpool would be worthwhile.
However 1in the present situation it could be misinterpreted
and a visit later in the year, perhaps in September or October
would be preferable. If the Prime Minister was disposed to
make a visit at that later time it would be desirable to combine
a visit to the Garden Festival with other engagements on
Merseyside in order to achieve a balanced programme.

I am copying this letter to Michael Reidy.

Jel T/

JOHN BALLARD
Private Secretary

David Barclay Esq
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

5 July, 1984

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank you for
your kind letter of 3 July. Although I am afraid that there
is nothing I can add at this stage about the possibility of

a visit at another time, it was good of you to renew your
invitation so warmly.

(David Barclay)

C. Allday, Esq, CBE.




From the Chairman and Chief Executive

British Nuclear Fuels plc

Head Office: Ris!

Telephone: W
3gd July, 1984.

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, MP.,
10, Downing Street,
LONDON SW1.

Dear Prime Minister,

We were of course all very disappointed that you are unable
to open the Company's new Headquarters and Design Offices
at Risley on 13 July, but fully recognise the pressure on
your time. I was delighted to hear, however, that you
have not ruled out the possibility of reinstating the visit
at a later date and, therefore, we have not arranged for

an alternative opening ceremony for the new building in the
hope that you may be able to come to Risley, say, next
Spring.

I am sure that you would find the advanced computer techniques
which we are using to aid design and project control very
interesting. These techniques are of particular importance

to the THORP project, which I am very pleased to say is

going well.

While the Company has suffered some setback in recent months,
we are now recovering. We are all determined to restore
public confidence in the Company and in the future of
nuclear power.

Yours sipggrelyy

C. Allday

mber: 1002607 England Regd. Office: Risley Warrington Cheshire WA3 6AS




10 DOWNING STREET
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From the Private Secretar) 1l June 1984

I am afraid that this letter brings disapppointing news
about the Prime Minister's proposed visit to Risley on 13 July.

As you know, this visit was to have formed part of a one-day
tour by the Prime Minister of the North West region.
Unfortunately, the other pressures on the Prime Minister's time
next month are now such that she has decided - with great regret
- not to proceed with this tour. She has asked me to say how
sorry she is not to be visiting Risley as planned, although she
hopes that a visit may be possible at another time. If such a
possibility does emerge we will, of course, be in touch with you
directly.

The Prime Minister would be grateful if you would pass on
to your Board her regret at this change in her arrangements.

C. Allday, Esqg., CBE.




10 DOWNING STREET
1l June 1984

From the Private Secretary

I am afraid that this letter brings disapppointing news
about the Prime Minister's proposed visit to the International
Garden Festival on 13 July.

As you know, this visit was to have formed part of a one-day
tour by the Prime Minister of the North West region.
Unfortunately, the other pressures on the Prime Minister's time
next month are now such that she has decided - with great regret
- not to proceed with this tour. She has asked me to say how
sorry she is not to be visiting the Garden Festival as planned,
although she hopes that a visit may be possible at another time.
If such a possibility does emerge we will, of course, be in touch
with you directly.

The Prime Minister would be grateful if you would pass on
to Mr. Leslie Young her regret at this change in her
arrangements, She hears nothing but good of the Garden
Festival, and trusts that it will continue from strength to
strength through the summer.

Basil Bean, Esgq.
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meeting city leader

by David Utting

PRIME MINISTE]
Thatcher s
nake talks wit}
Labour |v“ ders p
trip to the Internat
den Festival

Government sour
last night keen to st
rhf-re IS no n‘o:.
“rer e possibili

natcher wiil bf‘
i:]-‘ Garden Festival a
summer

And they were adamant
that she had no intention
whatever of widening sich
trip into 4 tour of tt (
meeting with counci
the city's budget crisis

The deliberate
douse specul
remarkable
Wednesday's di
Environment Secretary
rick Jenkin that the
Minister was considering a
Liverpool visit "includir
International Garden Fes-
tival.’

Mrs Thatcher
have decided ove
Mr Jenkin gave
impreéssion and

contrast )
sclosure by
Pat-

Prime

1R Lhe

Mrs Thatcher

.'}n_nt better to say nothing at
all.'If, howewer, she daes |
nope to see the Garden Festi-
val, security reasons dictate
that she would prefer her
visit 'c_‘ be unexpect
But-Livarpood Lal )f'l_'l' MPs
reacted angrilly to the news
that talks wit he council
3rf' out. Mr Terry Fields MP
for ﬂrm dgreen, said it was
“deeply disappointing.”
She and her Gov
ve a major respoi

rnment
bility

Comment—Page 20

Mr Bob Parcy, MP for
T’Wf' ide, last night wrote to
Mrs Thatcher ur 3ing her to
say if it was true that a visit
was now unlikely.

“1f the leak is true, it will
only confirm my own
personal opinion that .nu
have washed your hands of
Li verpool with all its p,raw-.
problems,” he told her

ih:. letter added that it was
unthinkable' that she
"U? Wi misgs the {retival set up
8% @ result ol her initiative
RKiving Mr Michae! Heseltine
a,,ec s'l responsibility for
fn'gf"f«.** when he was
Environment Secretary
[ trust you
ireeés and
o o flesh and
"‘OC sai Parry
“.-].m beings that are liv:

m fnar mm_,e*n ar ;J suffer-

icies of

ou do come
not only

,r‘.cn&_‘r"tm“-‘l
He said he aiso hoped she
would meet civic and nurch
’,e-: rs as well as trade union
18 |
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LIVERPOOL'S Labour city
council leadership last night
strenuously denled claims
that they had done a U-turn
on their illegal budget.

Following last wee&'s .

increased majority at the
polls, Labour were expected
to push ahead with their con-
frontation platis at next
week's annual meeting of the
ity council,

Nothing now stands
between the city's rulers and
their avowed intent 20 intrp
duce a budget between
million and £180 million
above government targets
without levying a big enough
rate to pay for it.

But yesterday Labour
announced they would now
postpone a budget fixing
meeting until after Environ-
ment Secretary Mr Patrick
Jenkin's visit to the city on
June 7 in a last ditch attempt
to wring more cash from the
Government.

Labour leader Councillor
John Hamilton said there was

PRI fosT w0s$

our

John Ha:ﬁikon

“totel unity” in the party over
the decision

Mr Jenkin had always said
Liverpool could be treated no
differently to other local
authorities. “But the inten-
sity and scale of the problems
is higher here in any other
area of the country,” said
Councillor Hamilton.

His deputy Councillor
Derek Hatton said: "It may
suit the Press and opposition
to believe we are backing
down. But nothing could be
further from the truth.

Chris Hallows

“We are prepared not to be
rovacative, and see what he
as to offer. In no way are we

open to a climbdown—the
electorate last week gave us
an unequivocal mandate.”

Finance chairman Council-

lor Tony Byrne said the
authority remained financ-
ialﬁ sound

eanwhile, anger erupted
from Liberal ang Conserva-
tive ranks

For Labour tock 20 seats on

major committees, leaving
just seven to be divided, five

denies a

to the Liberals and two to the
Tories,

Oo a strict ratio basis
Labour should have taken 1
seals according to figures
drawn up by council officers.

Sir Trevor
l::g the move as

Conservative leader Coun
cillor Chris Hallows accused
Labour of “milking the cate
payers” through taking the
extra seats and the attend.
ance allowances that go with
them.

Conservatives on some
conunittees were allowed just
one seat, which meant there
would not even be a seconder
for Tory proposals. On a num-
ber of key committees dealing
with the council's staff and
workforce Labour took all
seats,

“If anyone is going to nego-
tiate with the trade unions we
shall do it in the best
interests of the Labour move-
mrent; we do not need Torigs
or Liberals,” said Councillor
Hatton,

-
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fvrs Thatcherbobat for British week

‘Maggie at

the double
for festival

by Peter surridge and David Ung

THE two Maggies—the Premler and the Prin-
cess--are to visit Liverpool's International

i Garden Festival In July.

Mrs Thatcher is likely to be flown in to the
125-acre South Docks site by helicopler when
she arrives during British Week.

Princess Margaret (s expected tn represent

i the Queen on the prestigious nccasion,

i It is not certain whether the two will atrend
the festival at the same time, but officials
were confident last night that both would

| attend.

Whitehall sources were last night deli-

| berately vague as to the liming of Mrs That-
chet's trip, confirming the view thac it will be

| shrouded in the strictest security and
announced only at short notice.

It is not known whether Mrs Thatcher will

| meel the city's Labour leaders., like her
Environment Secretary Patrick Jenkin next
month.

She has paid one visit to Liverpool since
becoming Prime Minister, a week after the

| Toxtelh riots.

|  Even though details of her tour only leaked
out as her car reached the city, demonstrators
threw tomatoes at her and husband Dennis,

Garden Festival—Puoge 12
No U-turns—Page 13

A second visit in the present political cli-
mate could carry even greater risks but Mrs
Thatcher is determined that Liverpool will not

. become a “no go' area,

Liverpool's deputy leader Councillor Derck
Hatton lust night welcomed the prospect of a
visit by Mrs Thatcher.

“We will take her on the same tour we're
planning for Patrick Jenkin and ['m sure
she'll see poverty and squalor which she
duesn't even know exists,” he said,

Mr Jenkin was adamant yesterday that his
teip on June 7 would not revolve ardund the
city's illegal budget.

Labour's ruling National Executive yester-
day offered Liverpool councillors full support
in seeking to "resolve the present impasse,”
but stopped short of backing an unbalanced
budget

In the Commons, Labour's environment
| spukesman Dr John Cunningham otfered his

party's help in any move to resolve the city’s

crigis But he added: “The ulready anvalline




10 DOWNING STREET
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I spoke to DOE and apparently
the PM's visit to Liverpool was
discussed at Cabinet this morning

do you still require advice from

17
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British Nuclear Fuels pic

British Nucléar“ Fuels l_‘imited

Head Office: Risley Warrington WA3 BAS
Telephone: Warrington (0925) 35953 Telegrams: NUFUEL Warrington Telex: 627581

Our ref Your ref Ext

16 April, 1984

Mr. B. Ingham,

Chief Press Secretary,
No. 10 Downing Street,
London SW1.

Dear /C%mafJ)

Opening of Hinton House by the Prime Minister on Friday, 13 July 1984

As you know, the Prime Minister has indicated that she is prepared
to open the Company's engineering design offices at Risley on
Friday, 13 July, subject, of course, to there not being any more
pressing engagements around for her to deal with at that time.

I would like to move ahead and make more detailed arrangements for
the visit and would be grateful if you could let me know who we
should contact in the Prime Minister's office to discuss such
matters as travel arrangements and whether the Prime Minister
would like to meet the press etc.

I think it is only fair to remind you, if you need reminding, that
the matter of the Company being prosecuted over the Sellafield
beach incident is still not settled. It is possible that we will
hear whether we are to be prosecuted about the time of the proposed
opening of the new offices. I would not want the Prime Minister to
be embarrassed and, therefore, we may need to discuss this particu-
lar issue over the telephone, or over lunch.

Obviously we would like the Prime Minister to open the building,
which is to be known as Hinton House. I look forward to hearing
from you.

Yours sincerely,

anﬂf/ m‘f/

H. E. Bolter

|
. B[\I_FI— | Regd. Number: 1002607 England Regd. Office: Risley Warrington WA3 6AS




16 April 1934

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank
you for your letter of 27 March, I am sorry
not to have replied before now.

I am afraid that the Prime Minister has
not yet finalised plans for a visit to
Merseyside. jut if the opportunity does arise
to accept your kind invitation to open the
new municipal offices and land registry
buildings, we will certainly be in touch with
you.

David Barclay

Councillor David A. Fletcher, J.P.




M,
Metropolitan & Councillor David A.Fletcher, JP
Boroughof Wirral -t Town Hall, Brighton Street, Wallasey,

Merseyside, L44 8ED
telephone 051-638 7070

The Prime Minister, . date 27 March 1984
The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher M.P.,

10 Downing Street,

LONDON.

CG/LC/SO'N,

Dear Prime Minister,

I understand that you may be visiting the Garden Festival
of the Merseyside Development Corporation sometime this summer.

You will recall that I have previously been in correspondence

with you, enquiring whether it would be possible for you, in

June 1985 or so to declare open the new Municipal Offices and

Land Registry Buildings in Birkenhead. I understand that your
Diary has prevented you from taking a firm decision but I wonder

if when you are in Liverpool, your engagement would permit you

to spend sometime to wvisit Wirral - a remaining Bastion of a
Conservative controlled Council in a Metropolitan County area -

- and see one of our show pieces, an Enterprise Agency or a Small
Business Work Shop. If so I know such a visit would give tremendous

encouragement to the Governments many supporters in the Borough.
A one hour visit would be very much appreciated indeed.

Yours sincerely,

Leader of the Council




10 DOWNING STREET

Confidential

13th April, 1984

We have been thinking further about the Prime Minister's
visit to the North West on Friday, 13th July and in
particular the suggestion of the Prime Minister visiting
a Central Board of Finance lunch after the Party lunch.

I am a little apprehensive about the Prime Minister
visiting Liverpool and appearing to do to two lunches
while not visiting anything more '"substantial'" than
the International Garden Festival and the BNFL

(which might itself be slightly controversial) - 1
caricature the arguments which we might encounter.

I would be very grateful for your views as to whether the
Prime Minister should include anything else in her
programme at the expense of not doing the CBF lunch.

It is just such a sensitive part of the country at the
present.

I am back in the office after Easter and perhaps we should
talk very promptly that week.

STEPHEN SHERBOURNE
Political Secretary

Miss Brenda ,Lowe




MR. SHERBOURNE

We had a brief word yesterday about
the programme for the Prime Minister's
visit to Liverpool in July. I am afraid
I had forgotten that earlier this
month DOE had put forward two suggestions
for additional engagements in the
morning (see the letter of 10 February

from Alan Davis, attached).

I do not think that we need to

decide quite yet whether we need to
pursue either of these possibilities,
but you may like to seek comments

in confidence from the local agent.

7 March 1984




February 1984

Thank you very much for your letter
of 10 February about the Prime Minister's
proposed visit to Liverpool.

We will of course bear in mind the
two suggestions in your letter as the
| Prime Minister's programme for the day takes
| shape. I will let you have an indication of
the Prime Minister's view a little nearer the
[ time.

David Barclay

A.H., Davis, Esq.,
Department of the Environment.




2 MARSHAM STREET
LONDON SWIP 3EB

01-212 3434

My ref:

Your ref:

/0 February 1984

We spoke last week about the Prime Minister's visit to Liverpool
on 13 July. The Prime Minister is visiting the International
Garden Festival in the morning, and has political engagements

in Cheshire in the afternoon. You said that she might be

able to fit in other Liverpool engagements if we thought

it desirable.

There are two other things in Liverpool that my Secretary

of State suggests the Prime Minister might like to visit.

The first is the Albert Dock complex at the northern end

of the Merseyside Development Corporation's South Docks area,

close to Liverpool City Centre. This is a fine Grade I listed

building, the largest such building in the country. Work

is now well underway by the MDC to restore the fabric of

the building and negotiations are well advanced with potential
occupiers. Full restoration and regeneration will necessarily

take several years.

The second suggestion is the Plessey factory at Edge Lane,
also near Liverpool City Centre. Plesseys manufacture the
System X telephone exchange equipment. They are also
participating with English Estates, the County Council and
the City Council in creating the Wavertree Technology Park.
Sixty acres of previously derelict land adjoining the Edge
Lane factory are now being prepared and serviced to provide
high quality sites for modern technology-based companies.
Plesseys will take part of the site for one of their own
companies and it is hoped that with the support of the company
others will be attracted so as to improve the industrial
base in the heart of the City.

o0 LA
o

A H DAVIS
Private Secretary

David Barclay Esqg




