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CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWi1A 2AH

4 June 1984
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Afghanistan: Soviet Prisoners

Thank you for your letter of 2 ay, enclosing one
from Lord Bethell in which he asked whether there would
be any objection to his making public the fact that the
two Soviet soldiers had appealed to the Prime Minister
and the content of their letters. I enclose copies of
the latter.

We do not suggest that Lord Bethell's request be
turned down although we are not particularly attracted
by it because of the implications for our relations with
the Soviet Union at an unfortunate moment (as discussed
below). However once the two Russians have been admitted
to the United Kingdom, there will of course be a great deal
of publicity (given the involvement of the 'Mail on Sunday',
which will pay the fares of the two men) and the fact that
the two men appealed directly to the Prime Minister will
no doubt emerge at some point, even if Lord Bethell does
not himself make use of their petitions.

The content of the letters, supported no doubt by
fact which will emerge from subsequent press interviews
with the men themselves, will usefully serve our wider aim
of maintaining critical public awareness of the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan. But the whole incident is
bound to affect the Russians' perception of the Government's
publicly stated wish to improve UK/Soviet relations and
expand contacts. We have never pretended that we want to
sweep contentious issues like Afghanistan under the carpet,
but the fact that the arrival of the soldiers will follow -
quite coincidentally - hard on the Bettaney and Skinner
cases may risk provoking not only a counter propaganda
campaign but a restriction of opportunities which would
be of interest to us.

However since the Prime Minister's role in the Govern-
ment's decision to admit the two soldiers is likely to be
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revealed (eg by the soldiers themselves) and there is no
plausible reason we could give Lord Bethell for asking him
to suppress it, the Foreign Secretary accepts that he should
be told we have no objection to his using the soldiers'
petitions. But we shall need to be very careful generally
in answering questions about the extent of the Government's
involvement and the political implications. We are
considering this aspect with the Home Office and will be
writing to you on this point shortly.

I enclose a draft reply to Lord Bethell, which has
been cleared with the Home Office.

I am copying this letter to Hugh Taylor (Home Office).
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(P F Ricketts)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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In Confidence

Thank you for your letter of 25 May. We have

noted your assurance that you will not make public
correspondence with the Prime Minister and Government
Departments. We have no objection to your making

public the éxistence and contents of the letters to the
Prime Minisfér from Igor Rykov and Oleg Khlan, forwarded
under cover of your letter of 15 February. This should
not, of course, before the two men arrive in this
country. It is\@%—course important, as you recognise,

to avoid publicié@ng the arrangements to bring the two
\

men to the United‘gingdom, and in particular the role

of the Pakistan Government.
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Instructions for completion of Dummy Card

Use black or blue pen to complete form.

Use the card for one piece or for each extract removed from a different
place within a piece.

Enter the department and series,
eg. HO 405, J 82.

Enter the piece and item references, .
eg. 28, 1079, 84/1, 107/3

Enter extract detauls if it is an extract rather than a whole piece.
This should be an indication of what the extract is,

- eg. Folio 28, Indictment 840079, E107, Letter dated 22/1 1A 995
Do not enter details of why the extract is sensitive.

If cbse‘d under the FOI Act, enterthe Fol exemption nu'mbers'a'pplying
to the closure, eg. 27(1) 40(2).

Sign and date next to the reason why the record is not available to the
pubiic ie. Closed under FOI exemption; Retained under section 3(4) of
the Public Records Act 1958; Temporarily retalned Missing at transfer
or Number notused. -




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 4 June, 1984

IN CONFIDENCE

Thank you for your letter of 25 May. We have noted your
assurance that you will not make public correspondence with
the Prime Minister and Government Departments. We have no
objection to your making public the existence and contents of
the letters to the Prime Minister from Igor Rykov and Oleg Khlan,
forwarded under cover of your letter of 15 February. This
should not, of course, happen before the two men arrive in this
country. It is important, as you recognise, to avoid publi-
cising the arrangements to bring the two men to the United
Kingdom, and in particular the role of the Pakistan Government.

The Lord Bethell, M.E.P.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 29 May 1984

Afghanistan: Soviet Prisoners

I enclose a copy of a letter which I
have received from Lord Bethell. You will
see that when the two Soviet prisoners whose
case has been under discussion have left
Pakistan, he proposes to generate publicity
on the need to "save other Soviet prisoners
in the hands of the Afghan resistance". He
asks whether he may make public the fact
that the two men appealed to the Prime Minister
for permission to come to this country. I see
no objection to this myself, but should be
grateful for your views - by the end of this
week.

I am copying this letter to Hugh Taylor
(Home Office).

A.J.COLES

Peter Ricketts, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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NICHOLAS TELEPHONE 73 SUSSEX SQUARE
BETHELL 01-402-6877 LONDON W2 2SS

John Coles Esq.,
10 Downing Street,
London S.W.1. 25th May 1984
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I went yesterday to see Michael Burton, head of the Foreign Office's
South Asia Department, to talk about the transfer 6f the two former
Soviet soldiers to the United Kingdom.

It seems as if the arrangements for bringing the two young men to
England are going quite well. Our best guess now is that they will
come here in about three weeks time.

I am of course saying nothing publicly about this business and I will
say nothing until the two men have left Pakistan. However, when they

arrive here I propose to generate some publicity on the need to save

other Soviet prisoners in the hands of the Afghan resistance.

I do not propose to make public any of the correspondence that I
received from the Prime Minister or from other Government departments.
I would however like to make public the fact that the two men appealed
to the Prime Minister for permission to come to this country. I would
like to make known the contents of the two letters addressed to her.

I would not have thought that the Prime Minister would have any
objection to this, but I thought that I ought to let you know that
this is my intention. Please do not hesitate to tell me if there is
any problem.

I would like once again to thank you very much for all the work you

did to help this enterprise along to what promises to be a successful
conclusion.
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Lord Bethell




