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1. THIS PUBLIC CONF IRMATION OF WHAT KRISTIANSEN TOLD MINISTER
OF STATE FOR ENERGY BY TELEPHONE ON 15 JUNE IS A NEW AND AWKWARD
DEVELOPMENT. IT HAS COME WITH VIRTUALLY NO WARNING, THOUGH |
RECE|VED VEILED HINTS OF SOMETHING OF THIS SORT FROM OFF ICI1ALS
MET BY CHANCE ON THE EVENING OF 14 JUNE.
2. IT UNDOUBTEDLY OWES MUCH TO GROWING DISQUIET, PERHAPS
IRRITATION, AT THE LONG DELAY IN GIVING THE NORWEGIANS HMG
VIEWS ON THE AGREEMEMT REACHED BETWEEN BGC AND STATOIL AND TO
THE EXTENSIVE PRESS SPECULATION ABGUT THE L IKELY CONDITIONS
HMG MIGHT ATTACH TO ¥ TION. BUT IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEENM
PRECIPITATED BY ACU J ES WHICH CAME TO A

HEAD LAST WEEK N TH = RAMENT AND ARVE JOHMSEN, STATOIL'S
AANAGING DIRECTOR.

3. THESE UNEASY RELATIOMN ALWAYS BEEN A POTENTIAL BLOCK

TO PROGRESS (MY TELNO
LEAK HIS OPINION THA RIS NSE! - EuaAdsEﬁEu A DEAL OF
CRUCIAL IMPCRTANCE T R4 Y QUES | BL THE ASS
UNMCERLYING IT, THE MUST HAVE

15 JUNE THAT IT HA ER DISTANCE

BY EXTENS ION OM TI EIPNER MEGOT |/ THEMSELVES.
RUN=UP TO NE) EA ) N, OCH MUST HAVE
INFLUENCED B HE | TH RISTIANSE!} r ORMER LEADER

OMNE OF THE - > ON WHICH HIS
L. | AM NOT SURE WE MNEED TO TAKE WILLOCH' STATEMNE!
FACE VALUE FOR » BE SIGNIFICANT THAT
S50 FAR IT HAS ; PRES NT, AND THAT DIRECTED

THIS DEVELGPMENT

A RENEGOTIATION

| THINK wiLLOCH wiLL

JOHNSEN NO SCt OR CLAIMING THAT AN UNFAVOURABLE

DFAL HAS BEEN FGRCED ON H|IM THE GOVERNMENT. AND AT WORSE,
OF COURSE, (T MAY MEAN THAT THE MORWEGIANS ARE READY TO ABANDON
PLANS TO DEVELOP SLEIPNER FOR THE TIME BE|NG. wE SHALL TRY TO
FIND QUT MORE IN THE COURSE OF THE DAY AND AT THIS EVEMING'S
CUEEN'S BIRTHDAY PARTY. wE CAN ALSC, IF YCU WISH, GO ANMD ASK
FOR AN OFF ICIAL EXPLANATION, PERHAPS BEST FROM STATE SECRETARY
BERG AT THE FORE IGN MI‘IoTRY WHC HAS BEEN MUCH INVOLVED AND wAS,
| AM TOLD, DEPUTED TO HAUL JOHNSEN OVER THE COALS LAST WEEX,
IF 1 AM TO DO THIS, IT WOULD BE EASIEST EITHER TOMORROW OR TODAY
WEEK, AS | AM ENGAGED IN THE NOPTH FOR 5 DAYS FROM 20 JUKE ,
FIRST &ITH THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR THE ARMY AND SUBSEQUENTLY
ON A FIRST VISIT TO TRONDHE (M. ONE OF THE COUNSELLORS
CouLDb, OF COURSE, TALK TO BERG | MY ABSENCE,
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