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SOVIET SOLDIERS FROM AFGHAMISTAN.

1. | WAS CALLED TO THE MFA ON 27 JURE , TC HEAR FROM SUSLOV,

HEAD OF THE SECOND EURCPEAN DEPARTH S{ENT AT THE MFA, A PROTEST
ABOUT THE ADMISSION TO THE UK OF THE TWO SOVIET SERVICEMEN.
FOLLOWING 1S OUR TRANSLATION OF SPEAKING NOTE OF WHICH HE
HANDED ME A COPY .

BEGINS '' ACCORDING TG REPCRTS IN THE BRITISH PRESS, SOVIET
SERVICEMEN RYKOV AND KHLAN ( WHO SPENT MEARLY A YEAR IM THE
ANDS OF AFGHAN AND INTERVENTIONIST BANDS WHERE THEY WERE SUBJECTED

TO HEAVY DOSES OF NARCCTICS) HAVE BEEN FLOWN TO THE UK. CERTAIN
PEOPLE AND ORGANISATIONS , INCLUDING A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF
LORDS ,LORD BETHELL, WHO WAS AN INITIATCR OF THIS t1OPERATION'',
ARE PREPARING A SERIES OF UNSAVOURY PROPAGANDISTIC ACTICNS,
INCLUDING USE OF THE BEC, WITH THE AIM OF FANNING ANOTHER
SLANDEROUS CAMPAIGN TOWARDS THE SOVIET UNION.

ALL THIS CANNOT BUT PROVOKE STRONG OBJECTIONS FROM THE SCVIET
UNION.

THE ACTIONS IN QUESTION, EVEN |F CONDUCTED BY PDIVATL ORGAN-
|SATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS COULD NOT BE CARRIED OUT W1THOUT THE
DIRECT PARTICIPATION OF OFFICIAL BRITISH AUTHORITIES. EVEN THE
BRITISH PRESS, REFERRING TO tTHUMAN ITAR1AN CONSIDERATIONS'?,
REPORTED THAT RYKOV AND WHLAN HAVE BEEN ACCORDED THE RI GHT OF
RESIDENCE 1% THE CCUNTRY WiTH THE AGREEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT.
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\F THE BRITISH SIDE IS GENUINELY INTERESTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET
UNION , 1T SHOULD STOP ANTI-HUMANITARIAN SPECULATION THE THE FATE
OF SOVIET SERVICEMEN, WHO WERE VICTIMS OF THE BARBARIC ACTIONS OF
THE BANDITS AND WERE DRIVEN TO A STATE OF ACUTE MENTAL DERANGEMENT
SEMICLN THE BRITISH PRESS REPORTS THAT THEY DID NOT EVEN KNOW THAT
THEY WERE BEING BROUGHT TO THE UK. THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT EXPECTS
THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY |IN LONDON INCLUDING
THE EMBASSY DOCTOR, WiLL IMMEDIATELY BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY
TO MEET WITH THE ABOVE SOVIET SERVICEMEN AND THAT MEASURES WILL
BE TAKEN TO PROTECT THEM FROM ANY FURTHER EXPLOITATION FOR
UNSEEMLY PURPOSES AND RETURN THEM TO THEIR HOMELANL '', ENDS

cNDO.

2. IN REPLY, DRAWING ON PARA 1 (A) 1 OF YOUR TELNO 545, | SAID
THAT THE SOVIET PRISONERS HAD BEEM ADMITTED ON HUMANITARIAN

GROUNDS, THAT THEY HAD FREELY APPLIED TO ENTER THE UNITED KINGOM

AND HAD BEEN SUBJECTED TO THE NORMAL ENTRY PROCEDURES. |

WENT ON TO SAY THAT BRITISH POLICY ON AFGHANISTAN WAS WELL -

XKNOWN, CONTINUING IN THE TERMS OF PARA 1(A)IX OF YOUR

TUR. | COMCLUDED BY STRESSING, WITH REFERENCE TO THE SOVIET

STATEMENT , THAT THE ADMISSION OF THE TWO SOLDIERS IN NO WAY

AFFECTED THE DESIRE OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO SEEK

EEIIEE_EELAIJQHS_ﬂllﬂ_lﬂé_Egzifz_gflfN. SUSLOY REPEATED THAT

THE ACTIONS REFERRED TO I¥ HIS SPEAKING MOTE COULD MOT HAVE TAKEN

PLACE WITHOUT THE AID OF THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES AND DID NOT

APPEAR TO REFLECT THE WILL TO IMPROVE RELATIONS. HE PREFERRED NOT

TC DISCUSS THE RIGHTS AND WROMGS OF POLICY TOWARDS AFGHANISTAN

BUT TO DRAW ATTENTION TO THE PRACTICAL PCINTS 1IN THE MOTE.

3UT KIS RESPCNSE WAS BRIEF AND MILDLY SPOKEN.

FCC PLEASE PASS SAVING TO UKDEL MATC, BOME, PARIS AND WASHINGTON.

SUTHERLAND (REPEATED AS REQUESTED)
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