2 MARSHAM STREET _
LONDON SWIP 3EB (-’

01-212 3434

My TM 'Fso[nus@
M“/Lt Sk ] gfr' l s A My ref:

Your ref:

Weoline , IM?JWMMLLLEE@\ 5 July 1984
e ™ e weekand Lo, unth ading
o T S I o Tag
2/7

DOG LICENSING

H Committee decided last year (H(83)l&€9/g;eting} that the
present arrangements for dog licensing“should be abolished

and that local authorities should be given discretionary powers
to set up dog registration schemes and to set a licence fee
(subject to a prescribed maximum) adequate to cover the costs
of registration and dog control measures. I was invited to

work out details and prepare a consultation paper.

We are now faced with a debate on DOE's Estimates on 4 July,
arising from a report of the Environment Select Committee,

which is likely to focus on the provision for meeting the

Post Office's costs of collecting dog and game licences. As

you will recall, these costs far outstrip the revenue (which

in any case accrues to local authorities). The deficit was

the subject of a PAC report in late 1982, and there will
undoubtedly be criticism of our failure to remedy this situation.

In the circumstances I think that we should indicate in the
debate the general shape of our proposals and announce the

intention to publish a consultation paper. Unless I hear to
the contrary from you or other colleagues by close tomorrow
(Tuesday) I will assume that you are content. I am sorry to
give so little notice.

I attach a draft of a consultation paper and would be grateful
for comments as soon as possible.

The Prime Minister has asked to see the consultation paper
before it is issued. I am therefore copying this letter to
the Prime Minister as well as to the members of H Committee,
the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry (in view of

his responsibility for the Post Office), the Chief Whip and
Sir Robert Armstrong.

TAUA
%_, PATRICK JENKIN

The Rt Hon the Viscount Whitelaw CH MC
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ATING TO DOGS

the keeping of dogs.
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