SECRET

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 5 September 1984

OLEG GEORGIYEVICH BITOV

Thank you for your letter of 4 September
enclosing a Security Service report about
Mr. Bitov's disappearance. The Prime Minister
has read this with close attention and would
like to see a further report following the
meeting referred to in your letter. I should
be grateful if you would ensure that No. 10
is informed if news of Mr. Bitov's disappearance
breaks and you resort to the press line
enclosed with your letter.

I am sending copies of this letter to
Len Appleyard (Foreign and Commonwealth Office)
and to Richard Hatfield (Cabinet Office).

(C.D. Powell)

Hugh Taylor, Esq.,
Home Office
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Thank you for your letter of 31 August about Mr Bitov. I enclose
a report by the Security Service setting out their present knowledge

about Mr Bitov's disappearance.

A further meeting of those who have been involved with the case is
to take place on Wednesday morning. One of the important issues then to
be considered is whethér it is to our adqggzgge to allow the disappearance
to remain unpublicised for much longer. = Consideration will also be given
to whether there are early lessons to be learned about the handling of
defectors once they have arrived here.

I enclose a copy of the interim press line which has been largely
prepared for use if the disappearance becomes public before we decide
whether to make the news available ourselves. The precise terms of the
response to be given to the press will depend on the circumstances in which
the disappearance is revealed.

Copies of this letter and enclosures go to Len Appleyard and Richard
Hatfield.
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PRESS LINE

OLEG GEORGIEVICH BITOV

BACKGROUND

Mr Bitov is a Russian national and former Cultural Editor of the Russian Literary

Magazine "Literary Gazette". He sought and has been granted asylum in the

United Kingdom. His reasons for seeking asylum have been well publicised.

issued a statement of his views on 25 October 1983 and subsequently articles

appeared in the Sunday Telegraph in early 1984,

LINES FOR USE IN RESPONSE TO ENQUIRIES ABOUT HIS DISAPPEARANCE

i

IT TRUE THAT MR

Mr Ritov's current whereabouts are not knownto us. He

whose movement is not rest

HAVE THE POLICE BEEN INFORMED?

g enquiries but we are not prepared to go

IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THE RUSSIANS OR ONE OF
MR BITOV?

There is no present evidence to suggest that Mr RBitov's disappearance has

occurred under duress. We are not prepared to speculate.
WHEN WAS MR BITOV LAST SEEN?

As far as we know at the moment he has not been seen since 16 August.
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WHO WERE THE LAST PEOPLE TO SEE MR BITOV? A MEMBER OF THE SECURITY SERVICE?

Some close friends of Mr Bitov who have reported to us. We are not prepared

to comment further.

HAD MR BITOV BEEN BEHAVING STRANGELY BEFORE HIS DISAPPEARANCE?

No. He appeared normal to those who were in touch with him.

DID MR BITOV EVER EXPRESS AN INTENTION/WISH TO RETURN TO THE SOVIET UNION?

Not that we are aware, though he did express concern on a number of

occasions about his separation from his wife and daughter.
IS THERE ANY REASON TO SUSPECT THAT MR BITOV WAS A PLANT?

No reason to suspect that his motives in coming to this country were other

-~

than those set out in his statement of 25 Cetober 1983 and thearticles

subsequently published in the press.

WHAT WAS THE SECURITY SERVICE'S RELATIONSHIP WITH MR BITOV AFTER HE WAS
ALLOWED TO STAY IN THIS COUNTRY?

We never comment on such matters.

ARE YOU ABLE TO SAY WHERE AND HOW MR BITOV LEFT THIS COUNTRY? IS IT POSSIBLE
HE HAS RETURNED TO RUSSIA?

Mr Bitov's current whereabouts are not known to us but the possibility that he

has returned to Russia cannot be ruled out.
HOW LONG HAS MR BITOV BEEN IN THE UNITED KI
About one year.
LINES FCR USE IF THE RUSSIANS PUBLISH A STATEMENT BY MR BITOV

The response will depend on the terms of any statement or article but the points of

emphasis will be that Mr Bitov's reasons for seeking refuge here were well publicised
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by him, that he is free to come and go as he pleases and has chosen to return to

Russia. We see no reason why Mr Bitov's return to Russia should affect

United Kingdom/Soviet relations.







