10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 22 October 1984

LETTER FROM MR. PAPANDREOU

I enclose a copy of a letter to
the Prime Minister from Mr. Papandreou.

b

! I should be grateful for advice and a
{ draft reply.

CHARLES POWELL

Colin Budd, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




Greek Embassy

. The Ambassador

London

PRIME MINISTER'S 22 October 1984
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I have the honour to convey the following
message from the Prime Minister of Greece.

" The Right Honourable
Margaret Thatcher M.P.,
Prime Minister
of Great Britain.

19 October 1984

Dear Prime Minister,

As you will know, the Greek government
gave an enthusiastic welcome to the proposal
that each year one of the cities of Europe
be declared European cultural capital. We
were honoured that the first city to be so
designated was Athens, and we appreciate
the recognition that this embodies of the
profound influence the Greek spirit has had
on the development of European culture in
general.

We are making every endeavour to do
justice to the choice by ensuring that in
the second six months of 1985 some of the
finest products of European art are exhibited
in Athens and that some of the best minds
in Europe are assembled to direct their
attention to the vital issues that face our
common community. The progress already




achieved promises, I am glad to say,
to make this a properly impressive
celebration of the European ideal.

I consider that your presence
at the inauguration ceremonies on
21st June 1985 would further underline
our dedication to that ideal. It is
my particular hope that EEC Heads of
State and Government should be able
to gather together on this occasion
and to demonstrate their concern for
the cultural life and future of
Europe.

Needless to say, Prime Minister,

your own presence would also give me
profound personal pleasure.

Andreas G. Papandreou "

Nikos Kyriazides

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher M.P.,
Prime Minister,

10 Downing Street,

London S.W.I.







THE PRIME MINISTER OF GREECE

Athens, October 18, 1984

The Right Honourable
Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.
Prime Minister of Great Britain

As you will know, the Greek Government gave an enthusiastic
welcome to the proposal that each year one of the cities

of Europe be declared European cultural capital. We were
honoured that the first city to be so designated was Athens,
and we appreciate the recognition that this embodies of

the profound influence the Greek spirit has had on the
development of European culture in general.

We are making every endeavour to do justice to the choice

by ensuring that in the second six months of 1985 some of

the finest products of European art are exhibited in Athens
and that some of the best minds in Europe are assembled

to direct their attention to the vital issues that face

our common Community. The progress already achieved promises,
I am glad to say, to make this a properly impressive
celebration of the European ideal.

I consider that your presence at the inauguration ceremonies
on 21st June 1985 would further underline our dedication to
that ideal. It is my particular hope that EEC heads of State
and Government should be able to gather together on this
occasion and to demonstrate their concern for the cultural
life and future of Europe.

Needless to say, Mrs. Prime Minister, your own presence would
also give me profound personal pleasure.

Sincerely Yours, f
Q. [
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Andreas G. Papandreou







