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PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN:
W NORTHERN TRELAND

I have seen a copy of Washington telegram no. 3725
about the handling and public presentation of discussion on
Northern Ireland by the Prime Minister and President Reagan.

I have discussed this with Bernard Ingham. We both
think that it is dangerous and unrealistic to try to dodge
the issue in the way suggested by the State Department.
There is no doubt that the fact of a discussion would leak
in Washington and suspicions would be created if we seemed
to have connived at hushing it up.

It would surely be much better for us to be able to say
that the Prime Minister, at her initiative, briefed

President Reagan on the Anglo-Irish Summit and thanked hi:
for what the United States was doing to clamp down on
support for terrorists. She also expressed the hope that
could help even more in counteracting NORAID. This
of course, be said only after the meeting. I agree
Embassy in Washington that we should decline to comm
individual subjects to be discussed at Camp David in

of the meeting.
B

P.F. Ricketts, Esq., ;
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Dear thate,

Prime Minister's Visit to Washington: Public Referenc
to possible discussion of Northern Ireland

Q.

Washington telno 3725 seeks guidance on how to react to
the news that Congressman Biaggi will petition the President
to raise Northern Ireland with the Prime Minister.

o

It would clearly be unfortunate if it subsequently
looked as though Northern Ireland was discussed primarily

at the instigation of Congressman Biaggi. The Embassy suggest
that the best way to avoid this outcome would be for both
sides to confirm that the subject was discussed and to say
that the Prime Minister had wished to brief the President on
her meeting in November with Dr FitzGerald. The Prime

State Department suggestion that they should try to fudge t
issue.

There is a subsidiary question relating to whether
anything should be said in advance. In our view
follow normal practice and say nothing. If we
the Prime Minister is going to raise Northern Irelan
the President it will put a quite different and.
complexion on the matter.

I enclose a draft telegram of reply to Wa
if you agree with the above, we shall despa
possible.

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
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CLASS 3| CONFIDENTIAL 1
CAVEATS 4

DESKBY 5|

FM FCO 6 FM FCO 1351300z DEC 84 !
PRE/ADD 7, 70 IMMEDIATE WASHINGTON

TELNO 8 TELEGRAM NUMBER
9 INFO BIS NEW YORK, DUBLIN
10| YOUR TELNO 3725: PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT,
11/ 22 DECEMBER: NORTHERN IRELAND
12/ 1. We agree that the line you propose in your para 7 seems
13| much more Likely to achieve our objectives than the State
14| pepartment suggestion in para 4. Please seek their agreement
15 to your proposal.
16/ 2. As implied by your para 8 we should certainly not wish you
17 to say in advance what individual subjects will be discussed at
pting Biaggi

18 camp David. The hypothetical advantages of pre
19 seen to us to be minimal.
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NNNN ends Catchiord
BLANK
telegram
File number Dept
RID

Drafted by (Block capitals)
G E CLARK
Telephone number
233 399
Authorised for despatch




i
oAt

Jhiwar V9 ,{_,u‘ ] “l{m}/,
a atalir Ui 1y oled(re fhe (6502 (e
g tont b\-/"‘( (Lah w ‘Amw{r,‘
vt L™’ L e oaledt 4,
o et conntst o ek
g e *Mn /! " Aun e
Wt Lackomt 1l e (e
b} {qux\a (i Audarct o
st N Do cbnveltrars -
| wemsst e A b s lsle liHe
e o, o [v8 st
“““6”\ pvdant Lempar ™~
G ledn ot e Lowv€
o ’,1M,,,;p\ Ao aluwton
@ W P‘WW ‘MJ\ et [I¥3
o mew,\(v‘c ); anst
ot VSA

Ay )
et fhe s PanshirtC "
oY T pns el
v u,w\,(n e W™
rmwwu;;"rx)am . “
==



