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MEET:NG WITH PRESHDENT MUBARAK
SUMMARY

1. o PAID A FAREWELL CALL YESTERDAY ON PRESHDENT MUBARAK.

WA A 40 MINUTE CONVERSATHON WE COVERED ARAB/ISRAEL, WNTER-ARAB
RELATUONS, BILATERAL RELATHONS AND EGYPT:AN HNTERNAL MATTERS.
MUBARAK HAD VMRTUALLY NOTHING WEW TO SAY ON ANY OF THESE TOﬂICS,

BUT it REPORT THE MAUN POINTS BELOW AS A LAST ROUND UP.
— —

ARAB/\ISRAEL

2. MUBARAK SAID THAT WHILE HE FULLY SUPPORTED KANG HUSSEHM'S
CURRENT EFFORTS (AND HAD JUST SENT THE EGYPTiAN FOREHEN MIMISTER
TO AMMAN WATH A FURTHER PERSONAL MESSAGE), PRVATELY HE HAD
LITTLE HOPE THAT THEY WOULD GET ANYWHERE. MT WAS NMPORTANT TO
TRY TO DEVELOP A MODERATE ARAB NEGOTHATHNG POSHWTHION WNCLUDING THE
PLO, AND ON RIS VHGHT TO WASHINGTON AN MARCH HE WOULD ONCE AGAMN
PRESS PRESIDENT REAGAN ON THE NEED FOR A US DALOGUE WHTH THE
PLO. BUT BASICALLY HE DID NOT BELWEVE THE OTHER ARABS WERE
WNTERESTED # PURSUNG A SETTLEMENT NOR THAT REAGAN WAS PREPARED
TO PUT SUFF(CIHENT PRESSURE ON WSRAEL. HE HAS NO OBJECT:HON TO THE
AMERACANS DISCUSSING THE MIDDLE EAST WiTH THE RUSSHANS, BUT T
COULD BE DANGEROUS TO GIVE THE LATTER AN OPENMNG.

WNTER=ARAB RELATHONS

3. MUBARAK FULMINATED #iN FAMILHAR VEIN AGAINST THE

SYRIANS, WHO BY THEHR WRECKING TACTICS UPKE THE ASSASSHNATHON
OF GAWASMEH WERE DOWG THE HSRAELI'S WORK FOR THEM. HE REFERRED
SCORNFULLY TO AN ALLEGED STATEMENT BY ASSAD THAT THE PLO COULD
NO LONGER BE CONS#DERED THE LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATWES OF THE
PALEST/MWIANS, AND RECALLED THE FURIOUS ARAB REACTWON WHEN SADAT
HAD SPOKEN OF THE PALESTIMHANS RATHER THAN THE PLO.

) 1 TRIED ON HIM
T STORY . WAD GOT FROM YUSUF SHIRAW! N BAHRANN LAST WEEK
THAT AT MEETUNGS OF THE GCC FAHD TENDS TO JUSTIFY SAUDI: FENCE
—SITTING ON THE GROUNDS THAT AFTER THE GULF WAR HAS

ENDED THE GCC COUNTRIES WILL NEED SYRIA TO COUNTER THE RENEWED
THEEAT FROM UIRAQ. MUBARAK DISWISSED THIS AS RATHONALISAT4ON.
SYRIA WAS NO MATCH FOR \RAQ, AND {:NDEED HE WONDERED HOW MUCH
LONGER ASAD COULD MAINTAIN HIMSELF AN POVER.
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EGYPT/ISRAEL CONFiz=ZisT.AL

L. MUBARAK SAID HE HAD NOTHING AGAINST PERES WHO WAS A GOOD
MAN, AND WOULD DO WHAT HE COULD TO SUPPORT HIM AS THE AMERICANS
KEPT ASKING. BUT HE COULD NOT AFFORD TO AGREE TO A MEETING WITH
PERES WITHOUT FIRMER ASSURANCES OF A POSHTUHVE OUTCOME THAN
AT PRESENT EXASTED. EGYPTIAN PUBLAC OPIAHON WOULD NOT STAND FOR
AT. HE RECAPITULATED EGYPT'S THREE REQUIREMENTS AND DILATED
ON HSRAEL'S UNREASONABLENESS OVER TABA. sIT WAS UNWORTHY OF THEM
TO HAVE DAMAGED THE WHOLE SPIRIT OF THE PEACE TREATY BY FORCHAG
SUCH A MINOR HSSUE.

i
QADDHAF

5. THE USUAL DIATRIBE. BUT W WAS OF SOME HNTEREST THAT
MUBARAK CONF®MED THAT FOLLOWING THE THREATENED HIJACK OF AN
EGYPTHAN ANRCRAFT A RETALYATHON FOR THE BAKKUSH AFFAUR HE HAD
ORDERED A MILITARY ALERT AND SENT SEVERAL AIR FORCE SQUADRONS
UP TO THE LIBYAN FRONTHER. HE ALSO CLAMMED TO HAVE

TELEPHONED A WARMNING TO TRHPOL#. HE HAD NO DESHRE FOR A MILHTARY
CONFRONTATHON WITH QADDHAF, BUT #F HE WERE FORCED WNTO ONE HE
WOULD ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE. THE EGYPTHAN ARMY WOULD NOT JUST
“STOP AT TOBRUK BUT WOULD GO ON AND FWNSIH THE JOB. (i HAVE
NEVER HEARD MUBARAK USE SUCH MONTGOMERY—LtKE LANGUAGE BEFORE:
THOUGH HARD TO TAKE SERMOUSLY W7 SUGGESTS THAT THERE ARE AT
LEAST CONTHNGENCY PLANS.) #: MENTHONED MIME#®s BUT MUBARAK DI
NOT RWSE.

BILATERAL

6. i NOTED THAT AFTER DHISAPPOINT:NG TRADE FINGURES #N THE
EARLY 19805 BUS{NESS HAD PICKED UP N 1984 AND SHOULD GROW AS
THE MASSHNE UK AMDED CAHRO WASTEWATER PROJECT 60T UNDER WAY.
il ALSO HOPED FOR BETTER THINGS W THE DEFENCE FU€LD, AND
REGRETTED THAT DESPHTE THE ROYAL NAVY'S SUCCESS #& MINEHUNTYNG
N THE RED SEA THE EGYPTWANS WERE ABOUT TO PROCURE THEH#® OWN
VESSELS FROM ELSEWHERE. MUBARAK COMMENTED THAT THE DEOISHON
HAD NOT YET BEEN TAKEN AND THAT FINANCE REMAINED A PROBLEM

(WE SHALL CHECK WHETHER THIS WMPLHES A RAY OF HOPE).

7. FUNALLY MUBARAK SAHD HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO HAS VHSHT
T0 LONDON "N MID-MARCH, AND ASKED ME TO CONVEY WS GREETH4NGS
TO THE PRIME MINISTER. HE HOPED THAT SHE WOULD MANAGE TO
VASIT EGYPT wN 1985.
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