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SUMMARY .

1. SARTZETAKIS WAS SWORN A AS PRESIDENT ON 30TH MARGH. HE \///"
RECEIVED REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL MAJOR GREEK -WNSTITUTIONS__\/_

AND FORE:\GN AMBASSADORS ON 31 MARCH WHEN :h HANDED OVER THE
QUEEN'S MESSAGE. NEw DEMOCRACY WERE ABSENT FROM BOTH OCCAS:JONS.

2., PAPANDREQU HINTS AT EARLY ELECT\ONS AND TAKES THE L:MNE THAT
NEw DEMOCRACY ARE UNDERMIN:ING THE :INST-LTUT:LONS OF THE STATE
BY THE/R BOYCOTT OF THE PRES:DENT. «MPOSSi:BLE TO BE SURE OF
THE EFFECT ON PUBLIC OPIf:|ON OF RECENT EVENTS AND «N PARTICULAR
ON VOTERS QF THE CENTRE. PASOK MAY NOT HAVE LOST SUBSTANTLALLY.
THE MORE L.IKELY OPT.ION SEEMS EARLY ELECTIONS: BUT THESE COULD
PROBABLY NOT BE HELD BEFORE 9 JUNE GhVEN PAPANDREQU'S -INTENT:ION
TO PUT THROUGH CONST.WTUT HONAL AMENDMENTS.

JETAIL,

3. THE CEREMONY AT WH..CH SARTZETAKIS WAS SWORN :hN AT THE
PARL:FAMENT ON 30 MARCH WAS NOTABLE FOR THE ABSENCE OF

MEMBERS OF NEw DEMOCRACY. PASOK, THE COMMUNLSTS AND «NDEPENDENTS

WERE ALL PRESENT. FORE:{GN AMBASSADORS WERE INVMITED TO ATTEND.

MOST (INCLUDING MYSELF) DiD. THERE WAS A PASOK ORGAN.JSED

CROWD OUTS:DE THE PARLAMENT TO CHEER SARTZETAKIS.

4, ON 31 MARCH SARTZETAKIS RECENVED REPRESENTATIWES OF
POLITICAL PARTIES (WITH THE EXCEPTHON OF NEW DEMOCRACY) AND
OTHER GREEK (INSTILTUTHONS AS WELL AS FOREIGN AMBASSADORS. :IT WAS
A BRIGK CEREMONY. :t HANDED OVER THE QUEEN'S MESSAGE TO
SARTZETAK:S ' DIPLOMATIC ADWISER WHO JMMEDJATELY TOLD THE
PRESIDENT. WHEN i GREETED SARTZETAKS HE SAMD THAT HE HAD THE
MESSAGE AND WOULD BE REPLYJING. HE WAS OBV/KOUSLY PLEASED TO HAVE
RECEVED iT. OF THE OTHER MESSAGES FROM HEADS OF STATE THAT
FROM THE SUPREME SOVIET PRAESID.IM HAS BEEN GIVEN MUCH PUBLICITY
AS HAVE THOSE FROM PRESIDENT KYPRJANOU OF CYPRUS AND A
MESSAGE FROM ARAFAT, THE ONLY OTHER MESSAGE FROM A EUROPEAN
COMMUMITY HEAD OF STATE SO FAR PUBLJGHSED -1S THAT FROM THE
PRES|DENT OF THE FEDERAL GERMAN REPUBLAC. /‘S




5. PAPANDREOU N COMMENTS TO THE PRESS N THE ‘AEROPLANE

RETURNHANG FROM THE BRUSSELS EC SUMMKT CRT:IC.LSED THE ATT:HTUDE
OF NEwW DEMOCRACY AS ''ANTil=NATIONAL'', HE REMINDED JOURNALISTS
THAT, THOUGH PASOK VOTED NE:NTHER FOR PRES/DENTS TSATSOS NOR
KARAMANL:IS:, THEY HAD NEVER CAST DOUBT ON THE LEGALITY OF THESE
ELECT'IONS. WHAT NEw DEMOCRACY WERE DO:ING WAS MORE APPROPRIATE
TO A ''GROUP OF ANARCH:|ISTS'' THAN A RESPONSIBLE POLNT.ICAL
PARTY.

6. HE WAS ASKED ABOUT WIS STATEMENT THAT THE VERDICT OF THE
PEOPLE ON WHAT HAD BEEN DONE ''wOuLD COME SOON''. HE SA.D
THAT THE PRES:DENT MUST TAKE ANY DECIS:10N ON EARLY ELECTHONS.
THE. GOVERNMENT MUST F:RST PUT THROUGH THEJIR PROPOSALS FOR
CONST:WTUT:|ONAL AMENDMENT AND SECONDLY E:WTHER THE LEADER OF THE
OPPOSITON OR HE HJIMSELF MUST PROPOSE ELECT.ONS FOR ''NAT:ONAL
REASONS'', HE ADDED THAT POSSHBLY HES WiIEWS AND THOSE OF
MITSOTAK:IS COULD CONC:DE N TH:S RESPECT: BUT ELECT:ONS COULD
NOT BE CALLED ON ANY OTHER GROUND THAN THOSE WHICH HE HAD C.TED.,

COMMENT.,

7. THE FEEL.NG S GROWING THAT, BY THEIR BOYCOTT OF SARTZETAK:S,
NEw DEMOCRACY MAY BE PAXiNTJNG THEMSELVES «WNTO A CORNER.

THE:IR MOT-HON OF NO CONFDENCE (N THE CHA/NRMANSHIP OF THE PARLBAMENT

(PARAGRAPH 7 OF MY TELEGRAM 180) kS L:#KELY TO BE A NON-EVENT

GIVEN PASOK'S MAJORITY. THEIR NSLSTENCE ON CONT!ANU.ING TO REFER

TO ALEVRAS AS THE ACT:iNG PRES:MDENT OF THE REPUBLiIC CUTS LiTTLE

HCE OUTSIDE THENR OWN SUPPORTERS. ‘T i8S POSSHBLE THAT THEY

MAY TRY TO DUISPUTE ::N THE COURTS ACT:IONS (E.G. S:IGNATURE OF

LEGISLATION) BY SARTZETAKHS. BUT THIS wOULD NOT BE L:{KELY TO GET

FAR: THE COURTS ARE :I:N ANY CASE UNDER POLITACAL :IWNFLUENCE.

PAPANDREQU,: «liN THE TONE OF THE MAGNAM{MOUS WILTOR, HAS SAlD THAT

4T 1S THE PERFECT R:GHT OF NEw DEMOCRACY TO CALL A

DEMONSTRAT.ION ON 5 APRIL: THE GOVERNMENT wILL ENSURE THAT

THIS RECE:WES SU.NTABLE PUBLHCIHTY. BUT, HE SAdD, NEw DEMOCRACY

MUST REALHSE THAT THEHR ACTUON 1S ' 'POLAMICAL SUCIDE'",

8. AGAWNST TH:.S BACKGROUND AND GWWEN PASOK'S APPARENT REL:SH
OF ''WICTORY'',r EARLY ELECT.ONS SEEM L:MKELY:, THOUGH THE
TUMETABLE FOR PARL{MAMENTARY CONSHDERATHON OF PAPANDREOQU'S
CONSTINTUT-ONAL PROPOSALS AND FOR THE EASTER HOL:WDAYS SEEMS TO
MAKE :IfT viMPOSSIBLE FOR THESE TO BE HELD BEFORE SUNDAY 9 JUNE,
THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARGUE THAT PAPANDREOU wOULD PREFER TO HOLD
ON UNTHL THE AUTUMN TO LET THE DUST SETTLE AND REDUCE HIS
LIKELY LOSSES RESULTHKNG FROM SHOCK OF CENTRE VOTERS AT RECENT
EVENTS. RESENTMENT AT THE SPEED AND MANNER &N wHICH THHNGS HAVE
BEEN HANDLED CANNOT BE Di'SMKSSED. SOME CENTRE VOTERS widlL
W-IITHDRAW SUPPORT FROM PASOK. BUT WE CANNOT ASSESS THE L:JKELY
NUMBER: AND THE GENERAL GREEK ELECTORATE (EXCLUDMNG THE FEW
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MATURE AND WELL-EDUCATED) DISPLAYS A HARDY CYMICISM TOWARS THE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE PARLIMAMENT. THEY DO NOT EXPECT POLLTICS
TO BE MUCH (INFLUENCED BY MORAL PRINGIPLES.

9, FCO PLEASE PASS TO ALL SAV:ING ADDRESSEES.

RHODES ,
REPEATED AS REQUESTED
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