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1. THE GOVESNMENT, AS 1T EXPECTED, FARED BADLY IN THE LOCAL
ELECTIONS, PARTICULARLY IN DUBLIN, BUT IS (,"«“'n"m IMMEDIATE
THREAT. THE POLL WAS LOW. DR FITZGZRALD MAY HOW BE EVEN KEENER
TO BRIMG THt ANCLC/IRISH TALKS TO A SuCCeSSFuL COMCLUSION.

DETAIL

2. THZ RzSuULT OF THt LOCAL £LeCTION HEeD IN THE RePUBLIC ON

23 JuNt WAS MUCH AS WAS GCMERALLY ©XPECTYeD (MY TcuNO 386) DR
FITZGERLAD tXPECTED FINT GAtL TO DO £tvecM WORSE THAMN THIS OVeERALL.
MOST SIGNIFICAN 1S FIANNA FAIL'S STROHG SHOWING M THt DUBLIN
AREA, WHERE IT OBTAINED 41.6% OF THE VOTE TO FiINE GAeL'S 24,5%,
WINNING MOPE THAN HALF THt ScATS AND CONFOUNDING PRCDICTIONS THAT
ITS OPPOSITION TO PROPOSALS FOR A FARM TAX AND TO LIBERAL SOCIAL
REFORMS wWOULD ALYENATE URBAN VOTERS, DR FITZGERALD WilLL Rt
CONCERNED AT THE POOR PCRFORMAMNCE OF FINE GAtL ctVEN IN ITS SAFeSTY
AREAS IN SOUTHK DUBLIN. ON THIS SHOWING A HUMBER OF ITS MARGINAL
DAIL SEATS wWOuLD Bt LOST IN A FUTURE GoMNcPRAL tiLeCTION,

g, FINE GAZL SUPPORTERS POINT OUT HOWEVER THAT THIS IS NO
SUCH A BAD MID-TcRM RESULT FOP THEM AS THE 1979 LOCAL cLcCTION
WAS FOR FIANMA FAlL., THEY ALSO SAY THAT THE COMPLETION OF Tht 3
YEAR ECONOMIC PLAN WiLye CHANGE Thr PICTURE BEFORE THE NcXT
tLeCTI0OM, THe ONLY IMPORTANMT cXCiPTION TO THE NATIOMAL TREND
WAS IN LIMERICK CITY, WHERt FINC CAct WON CONTROL FROM FIANNA
COMTINUING RESENTMENT OVER THE cXPULSION OF DS O'MALLcY FROM
FIANNA FAIL WAS CLcRALY TH: MAJOR FACTOR HtRt (LIMERICK IS MR
O'MALLEY'S CONSTITUENCY), 3BuUT McITHR THIS NOR INDIVIDUAL GOOD
PERFORMANCES BY FIANNA FAIL DISSIDENTS SUCH AS MARY HARNEY IS
THOUGHT YO PROVIDE A GOOD tMOUGH SPRINGBOARD FOR THE FORMATION
A Ntw PARTY BY MR O'MALLEY.
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MY TELND 386: 1IRISK LOCAL ELECTION

SUMMARY
1. THE COUNTING OF TRANSFZRRZD VOTES IN THE LOCAL ELZCTION
CONTINUES TODAY, FiANNA FAIL HAVE A COMMANDING LEAD,

DETAIL

2. WITH A FEW SEATS STILL TO BE ALLOCATED ON TRANSFERS OF VOTES,
THE STATE OF THE PARTIES IS AS FOLLOWS (FIGURES 1IN BRACKETS ARE
PERCENTAGES GAINED IN THE 1979 LOCAL AND NOVEMBER 1982 CEMERAL
ELECTION)

FIRST PREFERENCES

FIANNA FAIL 45,8% (38.2/45,2)
FINE GAEL 30,0% (34.0/39.2)
LABOUR T.9% (12.3/9.4)

WORKERS PARTY 3,3% (2.,2/3.3)

SINN FEIN 2.8% (NOT AVAILARLE)

OTHER 10,2%

TURN-OUT WAS LOW THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY (55%), BUT PARTICULARLY
IN DUBLIN (44%),

SEE MIFT FOR COMMENT,

FCO PLEASE ADYANCE LYON NiO LONTON,

GOODISONOZA




