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Not surprisingly the remarks recently attrlbuted to Mr. \J‘J‘ e,
Seamus Mallon about a "senior member of the judiciary" lobbying / f
support against proposals for a joint court have drawn a sharp

response from Lord Lowry. I attach a copy of his letter to me of
21st June 1985,

No doubt the publicity, unwelcome as it is, emanates from
his expressed anxieties. But I regard his present stance as
satisfactory and his denials can afford a strong ground for firm
assurances as and when we are questioned. I hope that another
spin off may be a clear warning to the Dubliners that the joint
courts suggestion is likely to produce its own built in
disadvantages.

I am copying this minute to the Foreign and Commonwealth

Secretary, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the
Attorney General and Sir Robert Armstrong.
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l1st July, 1985




I am writing at the request and with the approval of
Northern Ireland Supreme Court Judges pursuant to a
Tuesday, attended by all except Kelly L.J., who is at a co

| I am confident that he would ag We are deej

t newspaper articles on the mixed courts proposal.
accurate in parts, which could suggest the access

1al

to official
statements and

ith little attention paid to the technical counterarguments

claimed. There are also inaccurate

The most serious point, which urgently inspired us to
letter, is the implication in some articles that the Judges or

them have presented the Government with an ultimatum h
of a threat to resign, with the further inference that the allezed threa
had been nalitical motives S

with the Irish Government. This is all the more damaging

considers that James Molyneaux, the OUP leader, and the
a Unionist paper, have taken up the running against mixed

No denial has come from any source, and it is impossible

es publicly to correct a wrong impression without engaging
troversy and abandoning the Bench's tradition of reticence.
as far as you (to whom we look - always with confidence -
support) and the Government are concerned, I ought to put th

Se IV lE

wocally on record.

I have never tried to involve the other judges in any

ire, express or implied, on H.M. Government,
of them would be likely to resign over mixe

; or sug

d courts, h
1em made any such threat or suggestion on their own accou:
individually or collectively.
wrong.

f tl n
To suggest otherwise would be entirely

They have always been, and they remain (as I am), prep:

to carry out the will of Parliament as laid down by statute, and

make this clear. It should also be emphasised that t}

change or reform of their attitude.

When my wife and I lunched at the Taoiseach's house
igby International on 2nd March this year, he suddenly a
ht up the subject of mixed courts. I said that I

wddS AR AaAillo




do not
rts proposal,
{ the Government

opinion) 1s, or

S - Rl lready
and 21 May, but the real obje
the way in which my brethren

we all feel about it.

the Lord

e Botihy D JGL L

M~

Yo v v A )Y A £
wiiallCCilouL L

!(
1S,







NORTHERN IRELAND
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FM" DUBLIN “hli%ﬂ JUNE B
TO IMMZDIATE FCO | IMMEDIATE
TeLeGRAM NUMBER 397 OF 24 JuN: ! :
INFO IMMEDIATE N1O BELFAST

MIPT: IRISH LOCAL ELECTIONS AD_\/ANCE COP“Y,-
SUMMARY (\‘\ \

1. THE GOVESNMENT, AS 1T EXPECTED, FARED BADLY IN THE LOCAL
ELECTIONS, PARTICULARLY IN DUBLIN, BUT IS (,"«“'n"m IMMEDIATE
THREAT. THE POLL WAS LOW. DR FITZGZRALD MAY HOW BE EVEN KEENER
TO BRIMG THt ANCLC/IRISH TALKS TO A SuCCeSSFuL COMCLUSION.

DETAIL

2. THZ RzSuULT OF THt LOCAL £LeCTION HEeD IN THE RePUBLIC ON

23 JuNt WAS MUCH AS WAS GCMERALLY ©XPECTYeD (MY TcuNO 386) DR
FITZGERLAD tXPECTED FINT GAtL TO DO £tvecM WORSE THAMN THIS OVeERALL.
MOST SIGNIFICAN 1S FIANNA FAIL'S STROHG SHOWING M THt DUBLIN
AREA, WHERE IT OBTAINED 41.6% OF THE VOTE TO FiINE GAeL'S 24,5%,
WINNING MOPE THAN HALF THt ScATS AND CONFOUNDING PRCDICTIONS THAT
ITS OPPOSITION TO PROPOSALS FOR A FARM TAX AND TO LIBERAL SOCIAL
REFORMS wWOULD ALYENATE URBAN VOTERS, DR FITZGERALD WilLL Rt
CONCERNED AT THE POOR PCRFORMAMNCE OF FINE GAtL ctVEN IN ITS SAFeSTY
AREAS IN SOUTHK DUBLIN. ON THIS SHOWING A HUMBER OF ITS MARGINAL
DAIL SEATS wWOuLD Bt LOST IN A FUTURE GoMNcPRAL tiLeCTION,

g, FINE GAZL SUPPORTERS POINT OUT HOWEVER THAT THIS IS NO
SUCH A BAD MID-TcRM RESULT FOP THEM AS THE 1979 LOCAL cLcCTION
WAS FOR FIANMA FAlL., THEY ALSO SAY THAT THE COMPLETION OF Tht 3
YEAR ECONOMIC PLAN WiLye CHANGE Thr PICTURE BEFORE THE NcXT
tLeCTI0OM, THe ONLY IMPORTANMT cXCiPTION TO THE NATIOMAL TREND
WAS IN LIMERICK CITY, WHERt FINC CAct WON CONTROL FROM FIANNA
COMTINUING RESENTMENT OVER THE cXPULSION OF DS O'MALLcY FROM
FIANNA FAIL WAS CLcRALY TH: MAJOR FACTOR HtRt (LIMERICK IS MR
O'MALLEY'S CONSTITUENCY), 3BuUT McITHR THIS NOR INDIVIDUAL GOOD
PERFORMANCES BY FIANNA FAIL DISSIDENTS SUCH AS MARY HARNEY IS
THOUGHT YO PROVIDE A GOOD tMOUGH SPRINGBOARD FOR THE FORMATION
A Ntw PARTY BY MR O'MALLEY.
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