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I attach the draft Chapter 11 of Christopher Jones' book
"No.l0 Downing Street" which he handed to me at our meeting
yesterday. He is sending a copy together with a synopsis of
Chapters 1-10 to Jean Caines. Mr. Jones assures me that there

is nothing in those chapters which will cause me concern.

On security grounds I have no objection to the attached draft.
Leaving aside the numerous typographical errors, I think the
references to Wilberforce (p2 lines 7/8) and the official
label (pll lines 8/9) should be deleted. The former is a nice

story but untrue; the latter is true but best left unsaid. 1In
J,»rkul fact the incident related to a chair which had recently been
sbo¥'returned from the upholsters. The label was removed

immediately it was seen.

Christopher Jones showed me the negatives of the stills taken
during the BBC visit here. On security grounds a number were
not acceptable for publication. Mr. Jones said he would do
his best (he was reasonably sure of success) to ensure they
were not published but could give no guarantee to that effect.
At my request he will try and arrange that these particular

negatives are returned to me.

When I commented on the number of shots that had been taken of
the BBC crew, Mr. Jones said this was common practice: they
like them for their personal albums! He also went on to say
that some of the photographs, especially those of the Cabinet
Room might be published in the BBC house journal and in other
magazines; he mentioned, for example, the house journals of

shipping lines.

I had assumed that "the take" - motion and still - within
No.1l0 would be used only in the production of the TV
documentary and Christopher Jones' book and in illustrating




the relevant issue of the "Radio Times".

N"O&’,’rﬁo‘-}\re you content with the possible wide publication of the

k stills or do you wish to ask the BBC to restrict their use to
illustrate Christopher Jones' book and the relevant issue of
the "Radio Times"?

=
I \C ‘ /. T -
(P.S./JOCE)

9 July 1985




NOTE FOR FILE

250th Anniversary

Reference my minute dated 9 July to Robin Butler and the manuscript

notes thereon.

I informed Christopher Jones about the comments made in paragraph 2.
He was at first reluctant to delete either passage. I said that

if he wished to publish something untrue about Wilberforce that

was his decision. We did not feel strongly but thought we should
make the point for the sake of accuracy. However, we did feel
strongly about the reference to the label as it could be interpreted
as putting the Prime Minister and/or her staff in a poor light.
Jones finally agreed to look again at the particular passage.

I pointed out that there was no need to re-write the paragraph

but simply to delete seven or eight words.

TE 7 ce

/
P.S! JOCE

18 July 1985




PERSONAL

10 DOWNING STREET

19 July 1985

250th Anniversary

Further to our telephone conversation earlier
in the week I return the draft Chapter 11 of
your book which you left with me last week.

As you will see, Robin Butler has made a few
manuscrlpt comments (s addibip. £ Fhe lﬂx,~~*“

vied

LN { &.J\,-_ AL

C. Jones, Esqg.
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THE LADY OF THE HOUSE,

n
The first woman tenndt of No 10, Downing Street moved én on

4th Hay, 1979, two hundred and forty four years after it had become

the official home of the First Lord of the Treasury, Mrs Margaret
Thatcher was not given the keys of the door of No 10, since/ggime
Minister is ever given them, There is no need. Policemen and door keeper
are on duty all day every day, and no Prime Minister has ever had the

indignity of fumbligp
tuxfuxkie for the kemys of the farmous front door before w crowd of

interested on-lookers, <

It is a door which, with 1t; elaborate wrought iron archway
in front of it, tsapsdxxizk surmounted by & lantern topped by a cromm ,
is slways kept immaculately glossy and shiny. The letter box, with
its inscrption "First Lord of the Treasury" is polished every morning,
and so is the brass door knol below it, The lion-head door knocker,
oncé touched for luck by troops going off to the trenches in the

first world war, is dusted, and the steps kept im maculately clean,

w
There are, in facty zo front doors for No 10, One is kept in reserve

ready for the time when the one in service needs repair or repainting.

Then all the Aakéus fittings are carefull switched over froa one to

the other,

Beyond that fanmous front door, and its unimpressive exterior,
No 10 Downing Street is a political Tardis., Like Doctor Who's
time machine, the door opens ontd a semingly endless warren of corridors
and stairscases and rooas, and the whole confusing, rambling building is
made even more complicated by the fact that the ground on which it is
built slopes very steeply, so rooms at the back of the house which

seen to be on the ground floor turn out to be, to the bemused visitor,

on the first flor.
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When the front door opens to aduit faxous visitors, the cemeras
sonetizes get a quick glimpse of the halleway beyond., The black and
white marble chequered floor, first put down in the 18th century,
has been restored after Victorian attempts to make it more impressive
with elaborately decorated tiles, and én one corner stands a magnificen
Chippendale porter's chair, hooded and upholsters in dark leather,

'S »
and a favourite place from which Ko 10/formidable cat, wWilleforce,
inspects the comings and goings, On the right of the entrance hall
is a large marble fireplace, filled with elorately arranged flowers,
'S t ho G‘Jr-fkuk wn'tl

and here ‘'rs Thatcher stacls te—receive her more important visitors,
A ten feet high long case clock, with steel and brass face,xxi

ENEING
mide by Benson of Whitehaven, ticks loudly against one wall, And eyseyim

Reyasfztbmzesrrxgcexkixiizstarssxtkexaxresxexzgalixcalsuredznaxpnts
the visitors from the watl opposite the front door, large portraits of
trexzxtrerchkrrironzhontxtkexrwoxaxandxenrridoxsxofzexingxaxiigheyx
Sir Robert Walpole himself and of the Farl of Chatham - a rether odd
prixzrzzeiexryrxexlxcingzremzxarexinpgariakzxedzsatxaxedzzexznzsinengx
choise for such a prominent pesition since, although/he was certainly
axixzuexziexkeepingxwitkzrxzTextghertsxaxexsionzfays) rxaizpendnzue
Prime Minister, he never live? at Yo 10,
exipaxsyzy¥eazgaxpetxsreascmsxdupnzrinziongxenzrikoxznixexzxin:z
RrixgxX¥ixixtex

Beyond the emtrance hall begins xkz what seeas to be acres of
gold=coloure! carpet whicl stretches down the endless corridors of the
house; covers the floors in the ante-roons an! offices, anl carries onx
up the confusing nuaber of stair cases, Once all this used to be a rath
er grand red, but the present colour is very much in keeping with
4rs Thatcher's taste, She dislikes heavy colours and decorations, and
approves of shades and patterns which give lightness and airyness
to the house,

The carpet windex its way along the immense corridor that leads,

OF THE ColRidel
eventually, to the Cabinet Room, On one sidz, there are high windows}

on the other portraits of actors and actresses = Ellen Terry, Garrick,
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Sarak Siddons - and beyond that an Henry Meor statue in an alcove,
Nrs Thatcher has arranged these as "a little art gallery,” and it is
one of several groups of people of interest that she has had brought

into the house from galleries and museums,
a

In the ante-room of the Cabinet Room, Mrs Thatcher has made axaxuf
kxx szall concessions about the furniture and decorations of No 10,
She has allowed the brown baize to stay on the oval-ended table in
the middle of the room, With her dislike of heavy colours, she
has had the brown baize doors which were in No 10 when she came there

of white-painted wood and glass

replaced with others/that were resurected From the basement, but she
has sllowed baize to stay on the ante-room table, because tgg; iggshoro
ministers gather, sometimes in rather nervoks convqgntion, before the
€abinet neeting} They invarinbly kave their red boxes, full of official
papers, with them and dumn thez down unceremoniously on the table,
Kather than let such a fine piece of furniture get scratched, the
Prize Hinister has let the brown baize stay.

Erooding over the gathered iinister/:s a large portratt of
Churchill, entitled "Eidod Sweat and Tearsf, 1942-3" hy Frank O,
Salisbury and beside the double doors of the Cabinet Roon itself -

double, so that the¥p discussions cannot he listened to by i{nquiftive

ears outsidey~a long case &lock, its chinming mechanis» turned to
! ¢ vPrell

Ay
“silent" llé@n the leflt hand side the Royal imiwiaTs WIVR carvad

into the wood, and below it Ind Bdg(for India Board,) indicating that

it once kept time in another house in Downing Street where the India

Board had its offices,
Like so much else about No 10, the Cabinet Roonm, the very

centre of power and authority in Britain, is understated and undramatic,
sy

Without its immense historical coz?ec;}onl, it would soou/n rather
P> =]

large, bright and well proportionoiﬁ 1ight by high windows; its walls
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¢lx:zxdxxitithnzx;acxcx:xzx:ndxxiixnx:xzxi;:dzxattxpxpnzxnxci
thzmagzapxzxacexefzrimzkonse painted off white; three electric brass
chanadliers haqgf%;on the high ceiling; aé&?ffg large book cases =
sXtkokzx all that are left of the ones that used to take up much space
in the rooz - are alony one wall, Thexcapxrezaixthexrzoxzisyzafxcxuesn
iany compauies bave board rooms which are far zore grand and
expensively furnished and decorated; but none of thexz has, even
reaotely, tic history that this roo: congsins,

Jominating the room, of course, is the Cabinet tahle - Jescribed
tact{ully as boat-shaped, less tact{ully as coffin-shape!, It is
SxpEsizXarxxpiemgxplaxeszazxtapxefztzezurigiszix a molern tc,” to the
original massive legs which support it, '‘rs Thatcher is not enthusiastic~
partly because it is covered with the dreaded brown bai nl partly
because she would like to see the fine original oak ta’ p restored
to its proper place, "ig must {ind it," she says,

The original chairs still surround the table; the ones that
the cabinets of Disraeli and Cladstcne used, made of soli! =mahogany,
with scrolls carved into the bacls, There are twenty three of then
round the table = thx ono at the end is traditionally reserve! for
the chief whip who is‘g;aifiy called into Cabinet meetings - each
upholstered in tan coloured hide, Only one chair has aras; the
Prine Hinister's chair, fron which she presides at Cabinct ‘leetings,
sitting half way along one side of the table, infront of a fine

Taun1 Prurulc
marble fireplace, and beneath the only picture in thek?6337‘1i7is,
as it certainly must be in sugh a place, a portrait of"Sir obert
Xalpole K.,C, The first Priae Minister to occupy ¥a 19 Downing Street,
by Van Loo," In fact, it is not the original portrait, When ¥Walpole's
pictures were sold after his death, the original went to Russiz, and ‘7

is nmow in the Heraftage Museum in Lennincrsd, The Catinet foox
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version is a copy either by Van Loo himself or by his studio,
In front of the Prime Minister's place at the table is a silver
William IV wafer kmm box, used now for pencils and pens, and
beyond that a splendid silver can lestick, once owned by Remt
Sie Pobed for WLov—(RD;C‘h?-
Pitt and then by Disraeli.Lfnd given to Mr Macmillan in 1957 for the
Three
Cabinet Room, ZTww other pairs of silver candle sticks (a Georgian
d A
pair was given by Lord Avon) are precisely placed at evgpuzptergals

ta ¢ ivew by Wi U '\Nh#“‘\
along the table ?’ efore eac seat‘TE § 1eatH§¥ f%teér with J Q%s

pu;kzoo”m"‘flakm*c P
crean blotting paper, stamped with the words:"Cabinet Room, First Lord,
and with a crown and the royal cypher.

At on ¢ end of the Cabinet Room are two large classical pillars,
marking the place where the room was extended during one of the many
alterations to the house. Beyond them the two book cases, with books
given, over the years, by members of the Cabinet, Some are in imposing
leather-bound sets; others are their own works - "The Regeneration of

Britain" by Anthony Wedgewood Benn MP; Aneurin Bevan by ‘fichael Foot,

The Body Politic by Ian Gilmour. Who, one wonders,gave "God's Children

with Tails" by Violet Campbell?

¥henzXaipmimzmoxedzimntezNexiR3x The Prime Minister's anti-baise
campaign has not yet penitrated to the office of her Principal
Private Secretary, just beyond the Cabinet Room. Once it was a waiting
room next to "My Lord's Study", but now it is the office for the most
senior civil servant in No 10, The baize - this time it is navy, not
brown - has survived én a magnificent pair of double doors that lead
into the Cabinet Room, and to one side of them is the Principal
Private Secretary's desk, a marvel of Victorian mahogany solidity.
A globe of the world stands in one corner, a reminder of the far flung
ramifications of the work done in this imposing room, and in the room

0SS T o F O
beyond, Where/ the /Private Secretaries have their desks, another
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reninder of the sudden dramas of international politics, Between the
high windows of what the old plans show as "¥y Lord's Dining Room™,
where the Private Secretretaries now work, are three large brass
ship's clocks, easily visible foom each of the/ﬁiZSy mahogany desks,
The clogk on the left hand side shows the time in the !nited Xingdom;
in the centre the time in Washington; the clock on the right usually
shows the time in 'oscow, but it can be changed to enywhere in the
world when a cricis blows up,

triihe manyRrime Ministers prfore her,(irs Thatcher does most
of her work in her study, rather than in the Cabinet Toom, Churchill
and many other Prime Ministers used the Cahbinet Roow as their private
study, but she feels more comfortable in the roo- that Exerekitimgx
axdxetbrryzxsedxaxzrkeirxerdroexy was once the Prims finisterial
bedroom and bathroom, Not, howsver, until she had had some drastic
changes made, "I like things light,™ che says,"but when I first
cane here the walls of the stuly were covered with heavy sape green
damask flock wall paper, It was oprcssiv;, but it leoked as if it
was géing to last for another 22 vears, So I had it re-done nyself
&t my own cost,” MNow the sun shines in on mxrmmxxp walls papered
in pale grey strips, and on furniture upholstered in tixk:t cream coloure:
danmask,

In one corner of the Prime HMinister's study is a magnificent
Queen Anne wallnut bureau, She delights in showing it to visitors,
and opening its mirrored doors to disclose more complicated doors and
mirrors and drawer inside, Two small shelves pull out infront of the
mitrors as stands for a pair of silver candlesticks, which then throw

the reflected candle light down onto the desk, Behind the Prime

oM
Ninistor's/dosk is & Zoffany of the Rosoman family -« it used to be in

the Pillared Drawing Room = and on a wall infront of the chair in which
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ske does much of her work, is a portrait of the young Nelson, whick
she had brought to her office. lie is one of the Prime {inister's
heroes = she has had another portrait of him put in the Blue
§ Shr oea M
Drawing Room = and she like/to sece h}EZT;aE;s prime as a younj man,
without his eye patch and the empty arm of his coat,
Like so much else in Downing Street, the bureau and the portrait
and a great many other pictures, ornaments anf runiture do not
belong there. They .come froz various museuas and galleries, and are
simply there on loan, It sounds like a housewile's drean to bLe able
to go round the nation's finest collections, selecting anything that
takes the Prime Minister's eye, Lut it is not, apparently, at all
like that, "Oh, they will not let mc have the best,” says the "rime
4inister, "They hide it when you go roundl"
Only a few, very important visitors get as
Minister's study, or even - and tlhese are the 205t isportant people
of all - ss far as the Cabinet Room for talks with the heal ol the
Government, The great majority of people invited to o 1) are
entertained in the splendid formality of the ltate loo:s. To get there,
they have to wind their way, sonctimes in raticr lon and slow moving

PeiNTS AND Pro ToRRAPHSF)
queues, up the main stair case, and past thc 33 tare3-of all the

other Prime Miniseers on the wall, Only the last one, of 'r Callaghan,

is in colour; all the rest are in black and whitc. As each Prine Ministe

departs from No 10, the pictures are slightfly re-arranged, to make

room for the previous holder of the office at tie very top of the
I STAIRS
stairs, Beyond ti@t, there is a small landing, and the Prime '{inister

yALL Y
ecelves her guests in the Blue Drawingroom,
There are generally three large papties given every year at

No 10 to wich peope in all walks of 1life are invited. Groups of people

with special achievements - exporters, ior instance - arc also
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Leanl CnED
invited to meet the Prime Minister, and there are endless lucehes

and dinners for visiting politicians, Since the rebuildine of the
early 60's, these events are safe and smoothly run, Refore the
rebuilding, members of the staff had to be stationed bSetween the
roons to make sure that the several hundred guests at the bir events
moved round so that thef did not overload the decidely unstadle
floors,

The impression that the guests receive when they first come into
the State Rooms is one of suhdued and carefully restraine? splendour.
In the evening, the massive crystsl chandaliers glitter fro- the high
ceilings, and show up the richnoss of the silkecovered walls Jr 7 Jele

', QQWING, &aﬂ")
C?io George II comodes stand hetween the windows, which are draned

in swaprs of silk to match the walls, To one side of the lar-e carved

marble fireplace is the portreait of “nlson that “re Thatchar had

put there; on the other side, 2 »ar+rait of the Nuke of Wollin~ton =

IMSELF

who vouldAhava used the room when he lived at Yo 10, ™n one dorner is

a battered, decidely rickety deel, whkth a m?ch worn red leather top,
% which is said to have heen the one used Hy#&lwhcn he 1ived, so
:;:f’ unceononically at No 10, It ies the only memory thaxzrexzims of his

years there that still remains ir ¢the house; it is, in fagt, one of the

renarkably few pieces that have anv connection with/ggz garrcr

First Lords,

The White Drawing Room is the smallest of the State Pooms, add
the most attractive, It is small enourh not to he over=poverinr sml of
dauntingly formal, and to the staff at He—TO it is stil] knowr as the
Boudeir. In fact, it was precisely that from the first years of No 10,

Tl HUMdIRED YEARS L #71ER)

Lady Walpole used it as her boudoir;/Lady Churchill used the room
£16 €5
in precisely the same way, Staffordshi¥e/of Gladstone, Beaconsfield and

Wellington (all of wiom 1¢ved in the house), and of Peel an! Codden
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(who did not 1live theriivare on semi-circular side tablecbeside the
marble fireplaee, and gi# Adam commode in satinwood and walnut
stands beneath a magnificently elaborate gilded mirror. INzmEEZXxzXxzXZ
CETNEXZXIXthexzrexofexamzunxRmticmdyzriEzXzEeNSEaNESZiLXIxxLhE

Three Turner landscapes are on the walls, but rather hidden away

in one corner is a seascape = thanly picture by Churchill in No.1l0.

The most splendid - and altogether the most formal and intimidating
- of the three reception rooms is the Pillard Drawing Room,., The

AP ly
two pillars at one end,—a;eT-tnzitefv‘g}eygr/concealed steel supportsg

INTe TTHETT
inserteq21n the 15605 rebuilding, and between them standx hea a heavil

elaborate gilded and marble table by Kent, the architect who remodled
the two houses for Walpoge. On the floor, bearing the brunt of generat
ions of shufflinq feet, spi&t drinks and trodden-in cocktail snacks,
is a magnificent Persian carpet, It is a copy of a 16th century
carpet in the Victoria and Albert museum, with an inscription woven
into iy,t%;“:;ads;"l have no refuge in the world over they threshold.
My head has no protection other than this porchway. The work of a
slave of the holy place, Mxxy Maqsud of Kashan in the year 926" =
the Muslim date correspodning with 1520. A portrait of William Pitt,
by Romney, gazes down on the guests from a large gilded frame above
the fire place, and on one of the gilded side tables are silver
trophies won by the Earl of Bridgewater in 1809 for Five Best
South Down Nmixx Hogs!

Prime Ministers have always been fond of the small dining room,
and have used it both for their own family meals, and for relaxed
entertaining of important guests, Mrs Thatcheryxaxxxaxxxzziemxixxy has

A A QpiLoel )
used the room Q91ﬁ1:p1&r1nn4nmits~an»bnsts~of eminent British scient-

ists. There is a bust of Isaac Newton, and pictures of Joseph Priestly,

Humphrey Davey and Edmund Halley (by Kneller). The mahogaay dining
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An
dining table has eight chairs round iﬁ,kf?zzonversation should flag

during meals ImxthExxmxiixdiningxxmamm, the host can always get it
W
going againjh\by pointing out the very odd architecteztural feature
of the room, @bove the fire place, where the chimney breast should be,
yinstead,
there is/a large window,
Beyond the small dining room, the State Dining Room, a room
as impressive as its name implies., Soane's high vaulted ceiling
gives the place an air of ceremony and formality, and massive pieces
of silver, brought to No 10 since Mrs Thatcher moved in, gleam on the
Adam mahogany side-board and along the enormous dining table,
Some of the pieces are "Speaker's Silver" =- silver, that is, that sxety
ONLE D 7 ER THEY

Speakeéﬁreceived for use in k#s own official house when ke took
THEY eae

office, and which he—was allowed to keep, as an extremely valuable
7wy Ef"'nc‘ T€) 1 AfSocuTe FOETHALIT

perkm when he retired, Aound the reproduction

Adam dining chairs, made originally for the British Embassy in Rio

de Janeiro, but brought back to No 10 after the Embassy moved to the

ultra-modern Brasilia, And presiding over all this splendour, a V457

portrait of Geerge II, the man who first gave No 10 Downing Street to

the First Lord of the Treasury,

@ntxzxhex Very few visitors indeed to No 10 penetrate beyond
these official and formal parts of the house to the private rooms;
the apartments that the Chamberlains first had made, and which have
been adapted and modernised for successive Prime Ministers, Thésé
is the part of No 10 where Prime Ministers and their families can be
alone, and away from officialdom, Even here, of course,their staff
can come to them when there is some important development, but it is

here, also, that they can relax and become, even briefly, ordinray

citizens.
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Friome XixixtuziXix Ministers' wives have reagted very differntly
sungess
to the private flat, Lady w#ilson found it sxxk and cut off}
irs Callaghan found it sunny and welcoming, ~rs Thatcher has made it
very much her own = and with her enthusiasm for lightness, she has
az¥eaxt turned the main bedroom into her sitting roow b.cause, she xk
taough., it was getting more sunligit,
e

Yete even her{ in the privacy of the {flat, officialdon reuains,

All the furniture is Covernacant owned = some xxik} Las the offlicisl
OFFIC
labels still tied to it with string. 5o?d0$estic staif{ is provided,
Lhowever, s6 the Priwe Minister has made arrangements for twe dailies
in and keep the place imzaculate,
For her fur}pitureg in her sitting room the Prize dinister
T

has chosen twe two-seat.r settecs, covered in a flosal pattern of
red and blue on & creamw background, The cushions and curtains = :tch,
aud so <o the sests in the winlow reccsses, Above one of the sofas
is a Lowry touwnsc.pe, "Lancasuir. Fair, 1946%, which used
in tle Priwme .iimister's stuly, but which irs Thatcher hacd ougs.

to her living room. Like everytiin, else, it is Covernuenty ow

"Its much too expensive for us,™ says the Prime ”1nister.{%5erv are,

of course, some private things around;"some of the hits and pieces
are mine,” she says, Thcrﬁ_arﬂ §an1ly photogranhs on the side

tables; a2 large plaque Ki:{;;b\a portrait of ‘rs Thatcher, nade of
fine in=lay work, which was given to her when she signed the Hong Konj
agreement in China in 1984, Larre arrangenents of flowers stand on
the tables, and over the electric fire in the fireplace, there is a
drawing of a head of a women by Henry Moor and signed "Fpr Marraret
Thatcher.” Part of her own large collection of Derby and Staffordshirs

china, about whick she is very knowlelgeable, is in a recess by one o
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windows, duch more of it is in big display cabinets in the

passageway leading to the flat, A CAET 7
=T 45 . O /

“rs Thatcher descrites it as a honely roon, 7%e éurniture #&

gfi%é&t}»hut "it is nice official furniture™ and they can genuinely
- Y - )
eel at honme tiere, ®mt they can never forset the xerxidworld outside,
iovever late the Prime “inister cores none fron her ofYieiank enragemant:
Mow [ e
there is alvays a2 red box to t¢ gone throupgh be ore she can so to

<

-

Icials can cone here wiern there is son 2inz irportant she

Ever

there, At

not very nice

\71,

art of the private flat that de disa; ;> Ekagekex
as a housewifg, is thc ki er \nd it w05t certainly 4s
not raxl,éfcr remotely lite the ideal kitchen of the colour supplements

She calls the lpn 'y with its very ordinary blue

fittings, a "zalley kitchen "You can't eat in it," sle
isn't room for a table; I lon; for a really larce kit
can spend a lot of your time," The Thatcher tastes, when they are at

]

hore, are for simple meals - s chicken pie,
plus meals out of the deep freeze which is stocked fro- a2 "verv well
known chain store,” Pencils sticl out of a pot on one of the work
surfaces, handy for irs Thatcher to leave notes about needing more
coffee, or clear soup or pepper,
veRky

When entertaining is done at home, and it usually forlclose
personal and political friends, the mecals are in the dining roow
rext to the kitchen, It has a table with six Hennlewhite chairs,
each carved with the Prince of Wales feathers, and the food is served

from a trolley #ith hot plates, There is a large Recency side board with
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anl engraved glass gobelt on it, On #t is etched a view of
- b “

No 10, and the rather mysterious inscription:"Queen Flizabeth 1575

‘iarzaret Thatcher 1975",

The private flat at No 10 is the sort of place where a
wekuwing

>ssful business man might spend hisewcek b-fore going off to
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country home 8t week-ends, Like the whole of 17, it lacks

entirely the ritual grandeur with which some heads of Covernment
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a close and imnensely loyal grOUﬁ, Heeyr—feols—too;that
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linister must alx within bounds, There
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'rkinson's law to onerate,
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Primé
graximzxexanzxxzkemex "This nlace seeps

~1er, "It becom>s part of your

it is a house of history,"
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