Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Whitehall Place London SW1A 2HH

From the Minister’s Private Office

Len Appleyard Esq
Private Secretary to the Foreign Secretary

Foreign and Commonwealth Office Ca lijD
Downing Street
London SW1 2 August 1985
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The Soviet Ambassador called on my Minister yesterday to deliver a
letter from Mrs Gorbachev; he said that Mrs Gorbachev had asked
him to hand the letter over personally. You may like to see a
copy; it is about cooking potatoes, one of the topic of conversation
between Mr Jopling and Mrs Gorbachev at the lunch at Chequers.

We have the book referred to in the letter, with its 500 ways of
cooking potatoes; it 1is, naturally, in Russian. If you have
anyone who reads Russilian and has a fondness for potatoes, we would
be happy to lend it.
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I am copying this letter and enclosure to Anthony Carey and Charles
Powell.
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Private Secretary




Unofficial translation

Mr. Michael JOPLING,
Minister of Agriculture
of Great Britain

July 19, 1985

Esteemed Mr. Jopling,

When the Soviet parliamentary delegation headed by
Mikhail S.Gorbachev was on a visit to your country, I told
you at the luncheon at Chequers that in Byelorussia we have
three hundred recipes to cook potatoes. It seemed to me that
you were doubtful about i1t and I promised to send you a book
containing information in this regard at a later date.

o1 am keeping my promise. My apologies for being somewhat
inaccurate: in fact, there are five hundred, rather than three

hundred, recipes to cook potatoes.

1 avail myself of this opportunity to express once again

appreciation for the attention and welcome accorded to us in
Britain. We remember all the talks and meetings, and the
atmosphere in which they were held. One would like to believe
that all this will promote mutual understanding, confidence

and co-operation between the peoples of our two countries.

With best wishes

Raisa GORBACHEVA
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MAHMACTPY CEJIBCKOIO XOSAMCTBA BEJMEOBPUTAHUY

MAVKJLY JDHOIUIAHLY

YBaxaewmuit rocnonuH M. /bxoravHr!

B nuu, xorma B Baumell cTpaHe Haxomujach COBETCKasaA INapJaMeHT-
ckaf neyeramma sBo raaee c¢ M.C.['op6auesBrm, B pasrosope ¢ Bamu Ha
naHuye B Yekepce A ckasaja, UTO Yy Hac B bejopyccuu u3 KapTopels
rOTOBAT TpucTa Oion. MHe moxasanock, UTO y Bac 3TO BH3BaJO COM-
HeHue, ¥ g roobemana Npu cilyyae MNpuciaTh BaM KHUI'Y CO CBeIeHUA-

MU Ha 3TOT CUeT.

BrrosHsAw cBoe ofemaHue. V3BUHAKNCH 38 HEKOTOPYH HETOUHOCTD:
OKa3ajloch, UTO U3 KapTOodesd MOXHO MNPUI'OTOBUTHL HE TpuUcTa, a IATb-
coT 6Jmm.

[lorpaysich ciayuaem, XOuy ele pas3 BHPa3UTh [PUIHATENBHOCTHL 34&
OKazaHHEe HaM BHUMaHVe U npvem B AHrauu. My nMOMHUM Bce 6ecepwl,
BCTpeun, armocdhepy, B KOTOPO# OHM NPOXOIMiv. XOUETCH BEPUThb, UTO
BCE& B3TO MOCAYXUT NEeNy B3auMOIOHMM8HUA, NOBEepus, COTPYIHWUECTBA

MEXNY HapolamMM HallkX CTpaH.

C HaunyuwnuMu GoxeJaHUusAMU

P 2@&(7

Panuca ['opbauesa

19 mona 1985 ropa




W

,v..h:.o‘..




