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SUMMARY

1. SOVIET PRIME MINIGEr KHON S IGNS ON HEALTH GROUNDS
H1S DEPARTURE WAS LO ‘ = B \a4ATlON
OTHER THAN AT A SUPREME
SUGGEST POLITBURC DIS AGR
HE 1S THE LOGICAL CHQICE
ON THE LEADERSHIP.
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2 il ]}AQ ANNOU!
THAT TIXHONOQV HAI

3. TIKHONOY'S RESI NATION WAS
JHICH WAS READ QUT AT A SESSION
TlKHONOV
THAT

L, TAKHONOV'S DEPARTURE 1S NOT UNEXPECTED ALTHOUGH HE
FORMALLY NOMINATED AT THE APRIL PLENUM T0O DELIVER ONE OF THE
MAIN REPORTS TO NEXT Y AR'S PARTY CONGRESS. BYT THE TAMING IS
SUDDEN AND THE MANNEF SARTURE SUGGESTS THAT THE DECISION
WAS TAKEN AT MORE uORMAL FOR TH
CHAIRMAN H N M S 70§ N AT SESSIO
A3 KOSYGIN DiD H
N APPROVED IN ADVANCE BY
IKHONOV HAD ONLY JUST RETURNE ED FROM HOLIDAY
\PPARENTLY WELL ENOUGH TO ATTEND A DINNER FOR KADAR ON
) HE S QVER 80 AND H1S HEALTH MAY WELL HAVE
IN THE SOVIZT LEADERSHIP ILLNESS IS RARELY A
£ FOR RESIGNATION AND THE ANNOUNCE MENT COULD
A MORE APP?OPQ'ATE 0 ) | WOULD
IBILITY THAT
THURSDAY'S ING AT WHICH THE
MAIN POLACY OF THE CONGRESS WERE CUSSED INCLUDING
THE uU\U:L\lES FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEAR PLAN,
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