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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

Sir Robert Armstrong

WESTLAND

The Defence Select Committee asked Sir John Cuckney on 22
January whether he would let them have copies of his letter
of 13 December to the Prime Minister and the Prime
Minister's reply of 17 December. I enclose copies for ease
of reference.

Sir John stalled, but has subsequently told us that he would
be happy to release the letters if the Government is
content.

I can see no objection of substance to release. But you
will wish to consider the point in re%ation to the wider
question of release of documents to the Committee.

I understand that Sir John and the Committee are pressing
for an answer in the course of 24 January if possible.

I am copying this minute to the Private Secretaries to the
Trade and Industry Secretary and the Defence Secretary.

(C. D. POWELL) /\%

23 January 1986
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WESTLAND W%A
I took a call on your behalf this morning

from Mr. Gueterbock who was ringing from %\V'b\/‘

Westland. ) M \ o r\/b
&4 o Ve W

When Sir John Cuckney appeared before the CS:

Yo

Defence Committee yesterday the correspondence
between Sir John Cuckney and the Prime Mlngmiédq
of 13 December and 17 December was dlscussed.(jyﬂ
The Committee asked for copies. Sir John 23!"

Cuckney said that he did not have copies
of the correspondence with him, and that
in any case he would need the Prime Minister's

agreement to release the letters.

Sir John Cuckney thinks the letters are
innocuous and from his point of view would
be happy to release them but wants to know

the Government's view.

I told Gueterbock that it was unlikely he

would receive a reply today. The Clerk

to the Committee will be told that the question
is being considered and he will have a reply

as soon as possible.

David Norgrove EM&j'
23 January 1986
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URGENT-HESTLAND

WESTLAND CHAIRMAN SIR JOHN CUCKNEY HNHOUHCEU THRT OF 42 PER CENT OF
SHAREHOLDERS WHO HAD SENT PROXY YOTES: 74 PER CENT BRCKED - ¢
SIKORSKY-FIAT BID» AND 20 PER CENT HAD LEFT IT TO HIS DISCRETION.

121836 JAN 86 15 NBB ahadeb W NIy,
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TEXT OF LETTER FROM LORD HANSON TO SIR JOHN CUCKNEY

Dear John,

This is to advise you that we have completed the purchase *

LN = \
C.. - \

for long term investment purposes of 8,886,972 shares

in Westland which I understand represents 14.9% of the
G

equity. I enclose a formal letter on this subject. As

you may know our subsidary Air Hanson, the Weymouth based

helicopter operator formed in 1973, has for many years had

operational arrangements with your company and with Sikorsky.

It is hoped by means of this investment that Air Hanson will
be able to strengthen these interests i1n future. Since these
purchases were made without your knowledge I thought I

would send you a covering note.

e e e ——

With very best wishes for your endeavour.

Hanson
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180 Brompton Road

London Sw3 IRF
{01) 589-7070

Lord Hanson Telex 91-72-02 Hanson G
CABINET OQOFFICE

January 15, 1986

M wi -

Ty

16 JANI198

FILING INSTRUCTIONS

Koo

T his is to advise you that we have completed the purchase, for
long term investment purposes, of 8, 886, 972 shares in Westland
PLC, which | understand represents 14, 98% of the equity. | enclose

a formal letter on this subject.

As you may know, our subsidiary Air Hanson, the Weybridge based
helicopter operator formed in 1973, has for many years had operational
arrangements with your company and with Sikorsky. It is hoped,

by means of this investment, that Air Hanson will be able to
strengthen these interests in future.

Since these purchases were made without your knowledge | thought

| would send you a covering note.

With very best wishes for your endeavours.

s

Sir John Cuckney,
Chairman,
Westland PLC,

4 Carlton Gardens,
Pall Mall,

London

SW1Y SAB
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WITH COMPLIMENTS /D
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CHAIRMAN, HANSON TRUST PLC

180 BROMPTON ROAD

(o1) sas-7070
LONDON sw3 IHF ENGLAND TELEX 91-72-02
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Hanson Trust pLC

180 Brompton Road, London sw3 1H¥
Telephone (01) 589-7070 Telex 91.76.98

January 15, 1986

The Secretary
Westland PLC
Westland Works
Yeovil

Somerset BA20 2YB

Dear Sir

In accordance with the terms of Sections 198 and 202 of The Companies Act 1985,
we hereby give you notice that Hanson Trust PLC has purchased 8,886,972
ordinary shares of 25p each in Westland PLC, which we understand to be 14.98%
of the issued ordinary share capital. The shares will be registered in the
name of our wholly owned subsidiary, Cheval Securities Limited.

Yours faithfully
70N -

Alan Hagdrup
Director

Directors: Lord Hanson (Chairman) D.N. Rosling(Vice—Chairman)
B. A. Hellings A Hagdrup M.G.Taylor A.G. L. Alexander C. G. F. Harding
J. H. Pattisson D. C. Bonham Sir Gordon Booth xcMG cvo E. D. Collins (usA) H. G. Ashton DL
Associate Directors: D. H. Clarke (usA) A.R. Cotton P.J. Harper

Registered in England No. 488067 Registered Office: 180 Brompton Road



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

FLE

. = o

-

e

-

.-

-
-

.....

- =
......

-
i |

Ly

il

-
. -

e
e

-----

32022 e

"=u
I
b,
el

FR 3 o - S gl o

--—.—--:

..
------------
- - N

--—-—-—-



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

23] P . | (fi;

oY

NIT246 5 XXX 308

PRUDENTIAL SELLS HESTLAND SHARES

ANOTHER MYSTERY DERL IN WESTLAND SHRRES: INVOLVING WELL OVER £5
MILLIONs WRS CONFIRHED TODRY IN THE CITY.

PRUDENTIAL ASSURANCEs BRITAIN®S BIGGEST INYESTOR, CONFIRHED THART IT
HAD SOLD ITS HOLDING OF 2,606 250 SHARESs EQUIVALEHT TO 4. 4PER CEN
OF THE COWHPRHYs TO AN UNNBHED BUYER.

H SPOKESHAW SRID THE SHARES MWERE S0LD AT A **SUBSTANTIARL PREMIUA
UYER THE CURRENT WARKET PRICE®® BUT DECLINED TO COMMENT OH REPORTS
THAT THE DERL MRS STRUCK AT i50F A SHARE.

THE FRUDENTIAL IS BELIEVED TO HAYE SUPPORTED SIR JOHH CUCKHNEY AHD
HIS BORRE AT LAST FRIDAY'S YOTING ON THE SIKORSKY PROPOSALS. ALTHOUGH
IT DECLINED TO COWMENT TODAY ITS SHRRES ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE GONE To
H BUYER WHO WANTS 7O SEE R DEAL WITH SIKORSKY SUCCEED,

HANSON TRUSTs REVERLED LAST WEEK AS THE WYSTERY BUYER OF AL
13PER CENT OF WESTLAND AND WHICH SUPPORTS THE BOARDs IS HOT
TO HAVE ADDED 7O ITS HOLDING.

IT MRS EREPUTED 7O HAYE PRID R AAXIAUM OF 425P FOR S0H
SHARES.

WEANWHILEs WESTLAND SHARES WERE CLIMBING RGAIN ON THE 3
- TODAY. AT ONE POINT THEY HIT 108P BUT THEN SLIPPED T id
OVER LAST NIGHT®S CLOSING LEVEL,

THE WESTLAND DIRECTORS ARE STILL WORKING ON HNEM PROPOSALS HHICH
WOULD AGRIN CORRIT THE COMPANY TO SIKORSKY RATHER THAH THE RIVAL
EURDFPEAN CONSORTIUH,

SHAREHOLDERS ARE EXPECTED 70 BE GIVENW DETARILS OF THIS WITHIM THE
HEAT FEM DAYS: PROBABLY ERRLY HWEXT WEEK. THEN THE VOTING BATTLE HILL
RESUME MITH THE EUROPERN CONSORTIUM GOING ALL OUT TO CARHVASS SUPPORT
T0 DEFERT THE DERL AT THE HEXT SHRREHOLDERS HEETING.

THIS TIRE THEIR TASK WILL BE WORE DIFFICULT AS SIR JOHN'S PLAH IS
EAPECTED TO NEED OMLY A SIWPLY WAJORITY RATHER THAMW THE 75PER CENT
YOTE REQUIRED FOR THE ORIGINAL SIKORSKY PLAN WHICH HAS OVERTURHED BY
H HEAE 35PER CENT VOTE IH FAYOUR OF THE EUROPE@ES

OCE EXCHRHGE
b

T
6P s BTTLLOALP

231322 JAN 86
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