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Sam Brlttag last night saw Lord Weinstock. Lord Weinstock

told Sam Brittan that Mr Heseltine had been on the 'phone to

him almost every day both before and after his resignation.

Among other things, Mr ﬁeseltine had urged Lord Weinstock to

buy Westland shares.

At Leon Brittan's request, Sam Brittan asked Lord Weinstock
this morning whether the fact of these conversations could

be made public by the Government. Lord Weinstock expressd

surprlse that Leon Brittan had not known of these

conversations. He had assumed that he did and that

Mr Heseltin;‘was acting in the full knowledge of the

Government .
———————————,

Lord Weinstock did not want GEC brought into this affair

more than it already was. But he said that if the Prime

——

Minister or Leon Briztan referred to the conversations with

Mr Heseltine he, Lord Weinstock, would not deny it.

Lord Weinstock also said that Mr Heseltine had been having

similar frequent conversations with Sir Austin Pearce and

with Aerospatiale. He thought Sir Austin Pearce would take

the same view as he had done about making public the fact of

the conversations.

DTI officials have advised Mr Brittan strongly against
publicising these conversations. However, Mr Brittan and

his officials feel that more might be made of the climate in
which the decision about the Solicitor-General's letter was
taken, and John Michell has been asked to prepare a

CONFIDENTIAL



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

CONFIDENTIAL
- 9o

paragraph for possible use either in the statement or in

supplementaries.

You told me that your firm advice to the Prime Minister
would also be against giving publicity to the conversations
and I have told John Mogg this.
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