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CONTROVERSY OVER GORBACHEV'S :ANTERNAL POLACIES
SUMMARY

1. A CENTRAL COMM{TTEE DECREE HAS GENERALLY ENDORSED THE

LINE GORBACHEV TOOK ON HIS RECENT TOUR BUT A PRAVDA EDJTOR4.AL
APPEARED TO TAKE :“SSUE wiTH JT 4N SOME RESPECTS. GORBACHEV
RE-STATES HIS CONCERNS AT A PUBLIC MEETJING N MOSCOW.

SIHGNS THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE LEADERSH{P SHARE THE

DOUETS «N THE MIDDLE LEVEL OF THE PARTY ABOUT THE JMPLACAT:IONS
OF *''GLASNOST**'* AND DEMOCRATHSATION.

DETAdL

2, A CENTRAL COMMITTEE DECREEE ''ON THE RESULTS OF COMRADE
GORBACHEV'S V4S:.T TO KRASNCDAR AND STAVROPOL'' WAS PUBL:JSHED
N THE CENTRAL PRESS ON 1 OCTOBER, THE F{RST T4ME ONE OF
GORBACHEV'S DOMEST/IC TOURS HAS BEEN MARKED 4N THIS WAY,

THE DECREE ENDORSES (N GENERAL TERMS THE L4NE GORBACHEV

TOOK DURING HIS Vil.S:IT AND MAKES THE FOLLOWHNG MAIN POINTS:

A) GORBACHEV'S STATEMENTS DEVELOP THE LiHNE OF THE
PARTY CONGRESS ON THE ''REVOLUTMONARY AND COMPREHENS.IVE
NATURE OF RESTRUCTURING'' AND EXPLAIN HOW #T SHOULD BE
APPLLED (N PRACTHCE TC VAR4OUS SPHERES OF SOC{AL LIFE.

B) THE COURSE OF RENEWAL WAS NOT BEMNG MPLEMENTED W.ITH
SUFFACAENT DYNAMASM, ' ALTHOUGH SOCHETY AS A WHOLE WAS
‘FAVOURABLY DASPOSED TO CHANGES RECONSTRUCTAON WAS PROCEEDING
#N A '"COMPLEX DAFFJCULY, CONTRADICTORY, AND UNEVEN WAY''
RUNNANG WNTO ''VARIOUS SOCHAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL AND ORGANASAT.ONAL
BARRIERS'' AND ENCOUNTERANG RESISTANCE FROM PEOPLE WHO
*YFOR EGOTIASTACAL REASONS WERE TRY.ING TO PRESERVE OUT=DATED
METHODS AND PRIMILEGES''. THE DECREE REFERS TO BUREAUCRATIC
DISTORTAONS ilN THE WORK OF THE APPARAT, dNDISCAPLINE AND
WRRESPONSHBILITY WHICH WERE ACT.ANG AS A BRAKE ON RESTRUCTURING.

C) THE DECREE CALLS FOR THE BROADENING OF °*'GLASNOST''!'
AND ''ALL FORMS OF DEMOCRAT:ASATAON'' AND THE ADRING AT
MEET.INGS AND N THE PRESS OF ''BURNANG QUESTIONS'' WHICH

TROUBLE COMMUN:STS AND WORKERS ETC.
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D) CALLING FOR RESTRUCTURING ''FROM BELOW AND ABQOVE'®' THE
DECREEE NOTES THAT (MPORTANT POLATICAL DEC:ISIONS BY THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE AND GOVERNMENT RAN UP AGAANST THE *INERTAA OF M{NAISTRIES
RELUCTANT TO SHED OLD HABITS SEMICOLON AND REFERS TO THE OLD
SHAMEFUL PRACT:CE WHEREBY THE «MPLEMENTAT.JON OF DEC:.SIONS
OF CENTRAL ORGANS 4S SURREPT.ITHOUSLY DELAYED AT THE LOCAL LEVEL.

3. GORBACHEV TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY OF OPENANG AN ALL-UNI|ON
MEETANG OF THE HEADS OF SOCUAL SC.JENCES FACULTIES N THE
PRESENCE OF S:X OTHER MEMBERS OF THE POL#.TBURO, THREE CANDILDATE
MEMBERS AND ALL THE PARTY SECRETARIES TO MAKE A SPEECH
REHEARSING, ON NOW FAMIL.LAR LMNES, HIS CONCERN AEOUT THE
RESASTENCE TO CHANGE., H::S ADDRESS OCCUPAED MOST OF THE

FRONT PAGE OF PRAVDA ON 2 OCTOBER.

4, THE PRAVDA EDATORIAL PRANTED ALONGSIDE THE REPORT OF THIS
SPEECH ALTHOUGH 4T QUOTES A KEY PASSAGE FROM THE DECREE

(PARA 2B ABOVE) ADOPTS (AN GENERAL A VERY DIFFERENT EMPHASIS
SEMICOLON AND #T COULD ALMOST BE SEEN AS A CORRECTMVE TO THE
LANE GORBACHEV TCOK (N KRASNODAR.

5. DIiSCUSSHNG **GLASNOST''' AND DEMOCRACY, PRAVDA STATES
THAT CRATACASM HAS A HEALTHY EFFECT AND THE LEVEL OF CRATHCISM
SHOULD NOT BE LOWERED., ''BUT DEMOCRACY #S NOT JUST A MATTER
OF THE RAGHT TO CRATHCISE BUT ALSO OF OELAGATAONS. T «4S ALSO
A QUESTAON OF Di4SCHPLHMNE. DEMOCRACY 4S5 NOT PERMASSHIVENESS''.
THE EDITORI-AL GOES ON TO COMPLAIN THAT ''UNDER THE PRETEXT

OF BROADEN.ING DEMOCRACY SOME PEOPLE ARE SPREADMNG R4DICULOUS
RUMOURS, GOSSIPING, SLANDERING HONEST PEOPLE, USUNG ANONYMOUS

LETTERS.*®

6. ADDRESSING THE NEED FOR OFF ICiALS TO GET AWAY FROM PAPER
WORK AND MEET THE PEQPLE PRAVDA ADDS THE SURPR:.S:ING COMMENT:

T"*UNFORTUNATELY N SOME PLACES ''GO4NG TO THE PEOPLE"'
116 BEMNG REPRESENTED "AS THE MAIN FEATURE OF RESTRUCTUR/ING
“AND THE BROADENING OF DEMOCRACY, ALTHOUGH THESE ViSiTS
SOMETAMES LEAVE NO PRACT:HCAL TRACES''.

7. THIS LAST PASSAGE, #N AN ED{TORIAL PEGGED TO GORBACHEV'S
MUCH PUBLUCISED TOUR, LOOKS LIWKE EITHER VERY CARELESS
DRAFT:ING OR A DELABERATE PUT-DOWN. THE LATTER SEEMS

MORE PROBABLE., THERE HAVE BEEN OTHER (NDICATIONS RECENTLY
THAT SOME N THE LEADERSHIP WERE NOT VERY HAPPY W.ITH
GORBACHEV'S TOUR, EG:

A) THE FAILURE TO PUBLISH THE SPEECH HE MADE IN
STAVROPOL (MY TELNO 1119).
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g) THE FACT THAT THE POLJTBURC DtD NOT FORMALLY APPROVE
THE ViIS:T AS T Dd4D GORBACHEV'S PREV:IOUS TOUR OF THE SOVHET
FAR EAST. (HOWEVER THE EARLYER DOMEST:C TOURS WERE NOT
FORMALLY APPROVED E4THER.)

C) *tN H{4S SPEECH TG THE CONFERENCE OF SOCHAL SCIENTISTS,
PUBLASHED N PRAVDA OF 2 OCTOBER LiIGACHEV, WHHLE ENDORSING
**GLASNOST''* AND CRATJCISM STRESSED THE DANGER OF
DEMAGOGUERY WHMCH GORBACHEV HAD CONFADENTLY D:ISMISSED /AN
KRASNODAR,

8. ALTHOUGH THE EVMDENCE 4§ SO FAR :I:NCONCLUSIVE, THERE

ARE SIGNS THAT ANXIETIES «N THE EUREAUCRACY THAT GORBACHEV'S
CAMPAIGN FOR '*GLASNOST''' AND DEMOCRATASATHON MIGHT R.ISK
UNDERMINING THE PARTY'S AUTHORATY ARE SHARED AT A HIGH LEVEL
SEMICOLON AND THAT ON HiS RETURN FROM LEAVE GORBACHEV HAS
COME UNDER F{RE FROM WAWTHIN THE LEADERSHIP, IF SO, THiS
COULD HAVE ‘IMPLACATMONS FOR HAS APPROACH TO THE REYKJAVIK
MEET.ANG AND A FUTURE SUMMAT (SEE MY TELNO 1152).
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