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SOVIET #iINE MONTHS ECONOMIC RESULTS
SUMMARY

t. PRAVDA OF 18 CCTOBER PUBLISHED THE SOVIET £COKOMIS
RESULTS FOR THE FIRST THREE QUARTERS OF 1986, AND IN
MUCH GREATER DETAIL THAN USUAL. ALTHOUGH THE MAIN ECO
IRDICATORS CONTINUE TO SHOW RESPECTAELE INCREASES /{:
1585 ALMOST ALL OF THEM HAVE SLIPPED FROM THEIR JUNE
LEVELS, SOVIET ECONOMIC CROWTH HAS GENERALLY CONTINUED
FLATTEN OUT, BUT BY LESS THAN was TO HAVE BEEN EXPECTLD,
AGRICULTURE SHOWS SIGNS O J1TH HICH LEVELS
_FOUD PRODUCTION AND SALE s, F7“T'__ ) LIVESTOCK INVENTORITS
AHD HINTS OF INCREASED STATE GRAIK PROCUREMENTS., PRETICTASLY,
I% THE LIGHT OF THE FALL TN A1L PRUTCES, THE VOLUME OF
FOREIGN TRADE DIPPED SWARPLY. CAPITAL CCHSTRUCTION AND
INVESTMENT, A PERENNIAL SOURCE OF CONCERN AHD THE SUEJECT
OF RECEWNT ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURAL TINKERING, CONTINUE T2
LAG BADLY BEHIND PLAN, THE HIGH GROWTH RATC I% RETAIL TRALE
TURNCVER HAS SAGGED SINCE JUNE, BUT THE VOLUME OF CONSUMER
SERVICES SHOWS A STEEP RISE,

SOVIEY

GLASNCST?

2. THE STATISTICS CCVER MUCH MORE GROUND
FOR GQUARTERLY RESULTS. THEY INCLUDE SONE
SIVEN ONLY ANNUALLY, AS WELL AS A DREAK=DOWN OF PLAM FULFILMENT
3Y PROQUCT CATEGORY (NOT PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED)., AS PART
OF THE SAME POLICY OF GLASHOST! (OFENNESS), THE TEXT OF T
ACCOMPARYING COMMENTARY 1S MUCH MORE CRITICAL THAK EBEFORE
AT THE SAME TIME SCME XEY IKDICATLRS HAVE EVIDENTLY BEE
SHITCHED TO SHOW THE RESULTS IN THE MOST FAVOURASLE LIGHT:
MATJIOHAL INCOME PRODUCED (L442%) IS SURSTITUTES FOR ThE USUAL
IMEICATSR OF NATIONAL INCOME USED 7O

ACCUMULATICKS (3.7%) AS 1S FREICKT SHIPMENTS CONSIGHED (5.6%)
FOR FREIGHT TURNAOVER (5.2%).
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%, THE AGRICULTURAL RESULTS SHOWED PROMISES
€ALES OF EGGS, MEAT AND MILK {NCREASED, POULTR
FELL SLIGHTLY, BUT THOSE FCR OTHER LIVESTOCK
RESERVES ARE HIGHER THAN FOR LAST WINTER,

INDUSTR

6. ALL IXDUSTRIAL MINISTRIES EXCEPT THAT OF THE FADIC

|4DUSTRY ACHIEVED PLAN TARGETS, THOUGH PRODUCTIOMN SHORTFALLS

WERE AEAISTERED FOR TURBINES, ELECTRIC MOTORS, FORGE ARD PRESS
MACHIHES, CHEMICAL EQUIPMENT, CAUSTIC SO0, MINCRAL FERTILISER
cNYTHETIC RESINS AND PLASTICS, CHINA AND EARTHEUWARE, :L~¢:wﬁoz
AND TELEVISIONS SETS, THE COMMENTARY CRITICISES THE CONTINUINE

PRACTICE OF LAST MINUTE 'STOFMING' TO MEET DEADLINES, AWE

COMPLAINS OF THE POOR QUALITY, UNRELIABILITY AMD LOW TECHNOLCSICAL

LEVEL OF SOVIET GOODS. CAPITAL INVESTMENT IN THE HICH-PRICRITY

ENGINEERING SECTOR ROSE BY 17% FROM 1385 LEVELS, WITH

CORRESPONDINGLY HIGH OQUTPUT OF HIGH TECHNOLOGY GCOUS: Cﬂ"iﬂ*:;:
NUME® | CALLY=CONTROLLED MACHINES TOOLS AND INDUSTRIAL

HEAVY INDUSTRY 01D LESS WELL.

CONSTRUCTIGON

7. CAPITAL COMSTRUCTION STILL LAGS BADLY 3EHIND OHLY 49%
OF PLANNED FIXED ASSETS WERE COMMISSIONED (AND SHLY 83% OF
PRISRITY STATE INVESTMENTS), THE SECTORAL BRIAK DCuM OF
INVESTHENT USE SHCWS THE AGRO=-INTUSTRIAL SECTOR MAKING

RELATIVELY 630D USE OF RE RCES, BUT THE POWER AND ELECTRIFICATION

MINISTRY FALLING WELL BEAINT, HE CCMMENTARY'S LIST CF
SHORTCOMINGS AND FAILURES TESTIFICES TO THE SERICUS \MADEQUACY
OF THE CONSTRUCTIOR SECTOR.

LIVING STANDARDS AND CONSUMBER G00DS

8, WORKERS' SAVINGS GREW BY MORE THAN 11 BILLICS PDUFL:,, 1
LARGE PART BECAUSE OF TAE LACK OF JODS 10 LUY. ALCHOROL
SALES FELL BY 38% BUT FRUIT JUIC CE SALES POSE BY 48%. FIMWER
CARS, CAMERAS, RALIOS AND WATCHES WERE AVAILAELE THAN IN

1955 BUT SALES OF SOME CTHER PRODUCTS INCREASED, HARCH

CRITICISMS WERE LEVIED AT PCOR QUALITY ARD DES IGH
i —
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9. SEPTEMBER WAS ICULARLY SUCCESSFUL MONTH,
INJUSTRIAL MARKETING 7 ; R

. S WERE NOT MET, 3yT
RELATIVELY STRORG PE E HAS BUOYED uP
LONG DOWNWARD SLIDE, THE
INFORMATICN POLICY OF PROVIDING MORC DETAIL AMD ODEY
MAKES THE COMMENTARY LOCK WORSE THAN THE FIGUR
CONSTRUCTION SECTOR AND
CONCERN, BUT THE

CRATICISM
€ESe THE WEAK
INDUSTRIAL EAD HABITS CONTINUE TO CAUSE

J LWAUDE

T

PLAN KOW LOOKS EASIER TO ACHIEVE THAM
D10 LAST MCNTH,
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