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FRG/SOVIET RELATIONS

SUMMARY

1, SOME EXCITEMENT OVER A NEWSWEEK ‘INTCRVIEW WiTH CHANCELLOR XOHL
TEN DAYS ASO, WHICH QUOTED Rl AS GE@PLICTTLY TOMPARING GORBACHEY
WHTH GOEBBELS. SOME VISITS TO MCSCOW CANCELLED ©Y THE RUSSHANS, BUT
THE GERIMANS HOPE THE LONG TERM EFFECT WiLL PE MIN 1AL,

DETA4L .

2., THE OFFENDIAG QUOTATHON OCCURRED DURING A WiDE RANGING FOREIGN
POLICY UNTERVIEW 4% WASHINGTON, WHEN KOHL REFEPRED TO GORBACHEV'S
SKitl: #H PUBLAC RELATIONS AND WENT ON TO MENTHON GOEBBELS.,
MEYER-LANDRUT (PUS-EQUIVALENT, AUSWAERTHGES AMT), TG WHOM 4 SPOKE
THIS MORNING, ACKNOWLEDGED THiS WAS A ''BLUNDER'' ON KOHL'S PART,

ABRE -4 R A AN o 01D AN NF CHA?




STABREAGT (FEDERAL CHANCELLERY) TOLD HEAD OF CHANCERY THAT THE
WTERVIEW HAD NOT BEEN BASED ON PREVUOUSLY SUBMITTED QUEST#ONS OR
ANY OTHER AGREED FORMAT, AND KOHL HAD BEEN SPEAKWNG N A RELAXED )
AND OFF THE CUFF, UNFORTUNATELY, ALTHOUUGH NEWSWEEK SUBMITTED THE
TEXT FOR APPROVAL BEFORE PUBLMCATHON, BAD STAFF WORK MEANT THAT 4T
WAS NOT CHECKED BY THE FORE{WGN POLICY EXPERTS E-WTHER wN THE FEDERAL
CHANCELLERY OR i THE FEDERAL PRESS OFFiCE,

3. ON 24 OCTOBER, PARLVAMENTARY OPPOSHT-RON LEADER VOGEL, CLOSELY
FOLLOWED BY SOVHET AMBASSADOR KVATSINSKis,, DEMANDED AN EXPLANATHON,
THE MATTER WAS SUBSEQUENTLY RAJSED WHTH THE NEW POLwTICAL D#RECTOR,
VON RACHTHOFEN, #N MOSCOW ON 30 OCTOBER. THE RUSSHANS HAVE NOW
CANCELLED FORTHCOMIMG VH34TS TO MOSCOW BY RICSENHUBER, FEDERAL
MINESTER OF RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY, AND BY THE TOP AUSWAERTIGES AMT
OFF C 1AL DEALNG WITH CULTURAL AFFAMRS,

4, THE FEDERAL CHANCELLERY HAVE PUBLICLY TAKEN THE LHNE THAT KOHL
WAS EFFECTHVELY MiSQUOTED BY NEWSWEEK (THOUGH STABREHT CLEARLY
IPLAED THAT THES WAS MOT THE CASE) AMD THAT 4@ ANY CASE THERE WAS
NO JNTENTBON TO INSULT GORBACHEV, KOHL- Wit BE MAK#NG A GOVERNMENT
DECLARAT{ON N THE BUNDESTAG OM 6 NCVEMBER ON EAST/WEST RELATHONS.
AGA N ACCORDING TO STABRE4T, THES WL DE BASED STR4CTLY ON HiS
SEPARATE JUNTERVIEW ON EAST/WEST RELATIONS AND CSCE PUBLYSHED 4 D
WELT TODAY (MiPT = NOT TO Abb), N WHICH KOHL DENKED THAT HE HAD
{MTENDED TO COMPARE GORDACHEV AND GOEBBELS AND SA1D THAT HE HAD NO
INTENT#ON OF OFFEND®NG GOREBACHEV, AND THAT HE HAD NO DOUBT ABOUT THE
SINCERiITY OF RiS EFFORTS FOR BETTER EAST-WEST RELATHONS, THERE WOULD
BE NO FURTHER RETRACT:®ON OF OR APQOLOGY FOR THE QUOTATHON -iN
NEWSWEEK,

5. ASKED ABOUT RUSS AN MOTHVES, STABREWT TOLD HEAD OF CHANCERY THAT
HE THOUGHT THEY WERE TEN PER CENT PIQUE AND NINETY PER CENT COLD
CALCULATION. BOTH HE AND MEYER-LANDRUT WERE INCULINED TO DwuSCOUNT THE
LIKELUHOOD OF ANY LONC-LASTANG CHidl: 4N FRG/SOVHET RELAT{ONS OR OF
ANY SiGNBFICANT EFFECT ON THE FEDERAL ELECTUONS 4N JANUARY,

COMMENT .

6. KOHL 1S PRONE TO GAFFES, AS WL KNOW. ‘% DOUBT & THIS ONE Witl: DO
SEROUS HARM EWTHER TO H#S CHANCES ‘#N THE COMING ELECTHOMS OR TO
FRG=-SOVIET RELATIONS, ALTHOUGH MOSCOW MAY WANT HiIM TO SVEAT FOR A
BiT.
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