10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWI1A 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 23 January, 1987.
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L Thank you for your letter and enclosures of 6 January.

I too remember our meeting in Jerusalem very well and I have
been closely following your sister's campaign to be allowed
to leave the Soviet Union. I very much regret that there has

been no sign of movement.

We are continuing to press the Russians hard. Tim
Renton, our Minister of State at the Foreign Office, was in
Moscow from 13-16 January and explained to the Soviet
authorities the strength of feeling here about the
pathetically low level of Jewish emigration. He drew

particular attention to your sister's case.

I shall be speaking forcefully about this issue when I
go to Moscow. In doing so, I will have your sister's case
very much in mind. We must do everything we can to get the
Russians to stick by their Helsinki commitments so that you
and your sister and the many other families divided in this

way can be reunited.

As you will know, I asked our Ambassador to look at the
film about your sister on my behalf. I look forward to

seeing his report.
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Thank you for your letter of 13 January enclosing a
letter from Mrs Elena Fridman about her sister, Ida Nudel.
I enclose, as requested, a draft reply for the Prime Minister
to sign.
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(L Parker)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
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10 DOWNING STREET

LONDON SWI1A 2AA
From the Private Secretary 13 January 1987

I enclose a copy of a letter to the
Prime Minister from Mrs. Fridman who is
the sister of Ida Nudel. I should be grateful
for a draft reply which the Prime Minister
herself will want to sign. I know that
it is our policy not to give a commitment
in advance to raise specific names and cases
with the Soviet authorities. But in this
instance, I think that the Prime Minister
will at least want to say that she will
have Ida Nudel's case very much in mind
when she meets Mr. Gorbachev. It may also
be possible to make a reference to the film
which HM Ambassador in Tel Aviv is going
to see on the Prime Minister's behalf (and
about which I wrote to you separately).

(Charles Powell)
Lyn Parker, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




P.0.B. 1119
76 110 Rehovot, Israel
January 6, 1987

The Prime Minister
Mrs. Margaret Thatcher
10 Downing Street
London, England

Dear Madame Prime Minister:

Our meeting in Jerusalem last May is still very fresh in my mind. I have
had the opportunity of sharing your great personal concern and sincere
best wishes with my sister, Ida Nudel, who, as you well know, is still,
after 15 years, struggling to gain her exit visa from the Soviet Union.
Friends in London have informed me of your continuing efforts on her
behalf with various Soviet officials.

Ida has recently learned of your plans to visit Moscow shortly and to
speak personally with Mr. Gorbachev. She has asked me to share with you

her conviction that your personally raising her request with Mr. Gorbachev
directly constitutes her best chance of finally being reunited with me in
Israel. She asked that I forward to you a copy of her "Open Letter" of
October 30, 1986 in the hope that you will agree to deliver it on her

behalf.

Enclosed, along with the "Open Letter," are copies of two documents which
will serve to bring you up to date in her continuing odyssey.

Thank you for your ongoing efforts.

Yours sincerely,

~
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COPrS

Flena Fridman
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FrEHEPAJIEHOMY CEKPETAPIO Li.K, KIICC
I'’PAXKAAHMHY I'OPEAYEBY M.,C,

OTKPBITOE TMHMCEMO

He B nepBrld paz A obpaumawcs k¥ BaM, rpaxaaHuH
NeHepaJibHBIH CEeKpPeTaphk, HO OTBETA HHKOI[A He MNony4yana,
eCJIH He CYHTATh OTBeTOM Uenbk 0e33aKOHHBIX H
NMPOTHBONPABHLBIX AeHCTBHH CO CTOPOHBI BIACTEeH MO
OTHOIISHHIO KO MHe,

Ha npoTaXxeHHH 15 neT a4 [0o0HBAKOCH pa3pellieHHs Ha
Beiez B M3pauib,

Bonee 10 neT HCTOPHA MOEro HCXOA3a HAXOOAMTCA Moj
HernpecTaHHbIM HablogeHHeM JnogeH aobpoH BOJIM,

15 net MoaA cecTpa OOHBAEeT MOPOrH MEeXAYHAPOOHbIX
OPraHHzalMH, POPYMOB, NAaPJaMEeHTOB, KakK COBEeTCKHX, TakK
H CTPaH YYaCTHHL XeNbCHHKCKOIO COrJIalleHH:,

HavyHHada ¢ HIOHA 13978 roga, co BpeMEeHH Moero apecTa,
MO€ HMA H MOH ¢oTorpadHi KpPacyOTCA HAa VIHMLUAX MHOMMX
ropofoB MHpa, ocoOeHHO B JHHM MpHe3da TYA3A COBETCKHH
AeNeralu|H,

B nocneaHHH roj MoEe HMA CKJOHAEeTCHA BO BpeMs
NOAroTOBKH H NMPOBeJeHHA BCex BamMy BCTpeY, HO HHKOMZA
Balmid NOMOUHHKH HEe TOJILKO He [AaBaJiH COrJIacHs Ha MOH
BbI©3/l, HO H He JaBaljli BPa3yMHMTEJIBHOI'O OTBETA O NPHYHHEe
TAKOro AJUTEJLHOIO HACHILCTBEHHOO MOero 3ajepXaHuda B
CoBeTcKOoM Comsze,

Ecnu B HayaJyie 1976 r, Ha BONpPOC O MNPHYHHE 3TOrO OHH
3aABAANH: “CTPAlIHYK TAHHY 3HaeT 53Ta KeHIUHHa”, TO B
nocnegHee BpeM:dA Ha Bonpoc 0060 MHEe OTBETOM ABISASTCH
npocto cMex, M OHH npaBbl, BpazyMHTEJbHBEIH OTBET AATh
HEeBO3MOXKHO, HO KaK I'OBOPHT PycCKas NOroBopka: ”Bcé 3To
6p1510 OBl CMeIIHO, Korga Obl He OblIC TAK I'PYCTHO”,

MHe JNHYHO CMedATLCA He OT 4ero, He Tak pgaBHO, 3
okT#AbBpaA 1986 r., Korga s xX0TeNa NnoexaTh B MoCKBY, MeHs
3a PYKH H 3a HOI'H BRIBOJIOKJH H3 aBTobyca aBa
310POBEHHBIX MHJIHIHOHepa, Ha MOH HaHMBHBIH BONPOC!
"TloyeMy, Ha OCHOBAHHH KAaKOro 3aKoHa? Begb A CBODOOJHBIH
yeJioBeKk”, MHe OblIO CKa3aHo: B BallWxX HHTepecax”,

lloBepeTe, MHe OBIJIO COBCEM HE CMEIIHO,




MHe ObBIJIO COBCEM HE CMellHO, Korga &5 anpend 1566 r.
3aM, HAY3JBHHKA OpOoACKOro OTASJNIeHHA MHIHIHH OpexoB
BbIWBBLIPHYJI MeHs M3 aBTobyCa, JaB MHe MoJ 3a] KOJISHOM,
A Bepab A cBOoDOAHBIH 4YeJIOBEK H, B COOTBETCTBHH C
COBETCKHMH 3AaKOHaMH, MOI'Y BRIE3XKATE H3 Iopofa Korga H
KyAa Xoudy,Tak Kak noj clnepacrteBHeM OQHIUHAJEHO He
HaXO0XYCh,

MHe OBLIIO COBCEM HEe CMeEellHOo, Korpga c4 anpens 1986 r,
MeHdA Kak BOPOBKY OTJIOBHJIH B KHITHHEBCKOM a3poNopTy H,
OTHAB NacnopT WM aBHabHNeT, BHIUBBRIPHYJH H3 30aHHA
ABPONoOpTA,

Y BamHx NOMOIHHKOB HET BPAa3yYMHTEJILHOIO OTBETAa Ha
zanpoc 060 MHe, H OHH CMEeKTCd MPH YIOMHH3HHH MOero
HUMeHH, OgHako, Kak Bel caMH MoxkeTe cebe npefcTaBHTh,
KHTE B ODCTaHOBKE, KOTOPYH co3faJtio BOKpYIr MeHa KI'B,
MHe COBCeM He CMelHO: MOS KBapTHpa MNPOoClIVIIHBAETCA H
NMPpOCMATPHBAETCA;! 23 MHOK XOOAT MOJNIOAYHKH, OOHWH BHJ
KOTOPBIX BbRIZBIBAET APOXKb, A ©CJIH OHH MPHIIONKAT KO MHE
KYJAK, WIH KaMeHb, HIH NaJIKy, HIH “CNYyYalHO” CTOJKHYT
MeHd ¢ TpOoTYyapa noj MallHHY, HIH MaJio JIH YyTo B3bpeneT
B I'OJIOBY 3THM "MHIIBIM” NAPEHBKAMY

Bca Mod noyTa NeplIioCTPHPYETCA, AaKe TeJlerpaMMBI
MHEe JOCTABJAKT TOJNBKO Te, KOTopbhle paspeumaeT KI'b,

¥ y¥e He roBOpw O TOM, YTO Y MeHA NMPOTHBO3IAKOHHO
OTHAJIH MOK0 KOONMepaTHBHYH KBapTHPY B MocCKBe;

YTO MEHdaA oCyaMJH B 1978 r, no cpabpHKOBAHHOMY
OOBHHEHHIO, ,, /13 pPa3Be BO3MOXKHO NEepPeYHCJIMThE BCE B TAKOM
nMUcbMe?

A He Mory MNoBepHThE yMOM (Aa H KTO MOXeT?), 4TO
Takoe Morydee rocygapcTeo kKak CCCP CcYHTaeT BOZMOXKHBIM
TEePPOPH3HPOBATL YeJIOBEKa TOJNBKO 334 TO, 4YTO OH He
KeJjlaeT XKHTh B 3TOM rocygapcTBe H OTKpBITO 00 3TOM
3adABJNAET,

A HWYy PAULHOHAJNBHYID MPHYHHY TAKOr0 3J0AEHCKOro
OTHOIIEHHA KO MHe!

MecCTh 33 OTKPBITYIO MO3HLHIO B JeJie 3allHTLI IpaBa, €BpPeeB
HA penaTpHaLHI?

[loTpebHOCTE HMETh 3IHAMEeHHTOro MYy4YeHHKa, KOoTOoporo
MOXKHO Ob1J10 6b1 OOMEHATh Ha MPOBaJIMBIIErOCH ILIMHOHAY
MoTpebHOCTE HMETh 3HAMEHHTO0 MYy4YeHHKa , KOTOPOro MpH




Cny4Yae MOXKHO NPOAAaThH HJH OOMEeHATH Ha LeHHoe
obopyaoBaHHEY

MoTpebHOCTE HMETh 3HAMEHHTOI0 €BPeHCKOro MYyYeHHK:
AN peKJIaMHOH POJIH MMPH pPelleHHH BOMNpOCca O penaTpHalluH
eBpeeB?

MMoTpebHOCTE HMEeTh 3HAMEHHTOrO €BpPeHCKOro MYYEeHHKA
ANdA OKa3aHUA JaBJIeHHA Ha M3spaune?

B ronoBy NPHXOAAT MEBICJIH OAH3 CTPallHee ApPYIroH:
KaKOBa XK€ PalMHOHAJILHAY NPHYHHA TaKOoro MNoBeAeHHAT
[loyeMy MHe He [alT BH3Y7? [loYyeMy BIACTH CYUTAKT OJA
cebs BRIFTOAHBIM CO3JABATE CKAHAAJbBHBIE MCTOPUHY KoMy B
CoBeTckoM CowW3 BeRIFOAHO, 4ToOBl Ha BCcTpeyYax
NpefACTaBUHTENeH CaMOIr0 BBICOKOrO YPOBHA, Ha Bamux
JIMYHBIX BCTpeYax ¢ IIaBaMH IOCYAAPCTB CKJIOHAJNOCE MOE
HMs H MO MYy4YHTeNnbHasa cyabba obCcykaanack BHOBb H
BHOBBL?

ECiH HeBO3MOXHO HAHTH PAlHOHAJNLHBIH OTBEeT,
MPHXOAWUTCA HCKAaTh OTBEeT HPPAUHOHAJNBHBIH, ECJH
0BpaTHTBCA K HPPALMOHAJIEBHOMY OObACHEHHMIO, TOrAa BCSA MOSA
VKacHaAsd HCTOpHA npHobOpeTaeT rayboKHH CMBICH H
CTPOHHOCTD,

YTobBBel cApenaTh MOHATHOH JNKHAAM TpParejulw eBpesd,
CTPACTHO MEeYTAKINEero XHTh HAa CBOSH pofHHe, HYyXeH Gbin
yejioBek, KOTopblH Obin Obl crnocobeH He ToJbko rayboko
YYBCTBOBATH, HO H CTPACTHO BhIPAXKATH CBOE CTpPeMIIeHHe
HTh B Hzpaune, 06najgasa oT NpHpoAbl onpejesieHHbBIMH
KavyecTBaMH AVIIH H XapakKTepa, OYAYYH HAJeJNieHa OT
NPHPOALI ONpefelieHHbIMH Ka4YeCcTBaMH MCHXHKH, § H ABJSAKCH
TeM YeJIOBeKOM, cyabba KOTOpOro CHYKHT HIAMICTPaLHEeH
TpareguHd COBEeTCKOr0O eBpesd, Xellawnuero BeiexaTh B
Hzpauns,

A NMpoxoxky Ha BHAY BCero MHpa N0 NYTH MYYEeHHH H
U3eBATEeJIbCTE, CHMBOJH3HPYA co600 ©BPeHCKHH HAapod H
ero CTpajaHHsd,

Wpaa Hypenb
30,10,1966
BeHpepsl




To: The Secretary General of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union, Mr. M. C. Gorbachev,

AN OPEN LETTER:

It is not for the first time that I apply to you, Mr. General Secretary, but I
have never received any answer except for a series of unlawful and illegal
actions on the part of authorities towards me.

For fifteen years I have been trying to get an exit visa to Israel. For more
than ten years, the story of my attempts to gain exit has been under constant

scrutiny by people of good will.

For fifteen long years my sister has been visiting international organizations,
meetings and parliaments, meeting Soviet as well as other representatives —
all signatories of the Helsinski Agreements.

Starting in June, 1978, from the time of my arrest, my name and my photographs
have been seen on the streets of many towns in the world, especially when
Soviet delegations visited those places.

During the past year my name has been mentioned constantly during the
preparation of your summit meetings as well as at the actual time of these
meetings. Your assistants have not only denied me permission to immigrate,
they have failed to give a satisfactory reason for my being held forcibly in

the Soviet Union for so long.

If in the beginning of 1976 they would reply to this question by saying that
this woman knows "great and terrible secrets," lately the only answer they give
is just laughter. And they are right. It is impossible to give a reasonable
answer. As a Russian saying goes, "it would be very funny if it were not so

sad.”

For me it is not funny. Not long ago, on the 23rd of October this year when I
wanted to go to Moscow, I was taken by my hands and feet by two big militiamen
and thrown out of the bus. To my naive question why —— on the basis of what
law? After all, I am a free person —— I was told, it's in your interest.
Believe me, it was not funny to me.

Similarly, it was not funny to me when on the 25th of April, 1986, the
assistant commander of the local militia, Orehov, threw me off a bus. This in
spite of my being a free person who, according to Soviet laws, can leave his
town whenever he likes, since no official investigation of me is being held.

It was not funny to me when on the previous day, the 24th of April, 1986 I was
picked up like a thief at Kishinev airport, my passport and ticket were taken
away, and I was thrown out of the terminal.

Your assistants have no reasonable answer to questions about me and they laugh
when they hear my name mentioned. But, as you can realize yourself, to live
under these circumstances created by the KGB is not funny at all. My apartment
is under visual and audio surveillance. Young fellows whose very appearance
causes me to shiver, follow me wherever I go. What if they decide to hit me
with their fists or with a stone, or "by chance" push me from the sidewalk




under a passing car, or God knows what else could enter the heads of these
"sweet" young men?

A1l my letters are read and photographed, and I receive only those telegrams
which the KGB allows me to receive.

I shall not go into the matter of being unlawfully robbed of my cooperative
apartment in Moscow; and that the charge against me in 1978 was prefabricated.
It is impossible to mention all my troubles in this letter.

I cannot believe — who can — that such a mighty country as the Soviet Union
could possibly terrorize a person simply because he does not desire to live in
this country and declares it openly.

I am seeking a rational explanation for this beastly attitude towards me:

Is it revenge for my open position on the matter of defending Jews' rights of
repatriation?

Is it the necessity to create a famous martyr who could be exchanged for a spy
caught red-handed?

Is it the desire to have a famous martyr who could be exchanged for valuable
equipnent?

Is it the necessity to have a famous Jewish martyr for publicity while deciding
on the problem of Jewish repatriation?

Is it the necessity to have a famous Jewish martyr to exert pressure on Israel?

A1l kinds of terrible thoughts come to my mind. What is the rational reason
for this behavior? Why don't they give me an exit visa? Why do the
authorities think it worthwhile to create scandalous situations? Who in the
Soviet Union thinks it profitable that at meetings of international
representatives at the highest level, at personal meetings with heads of
countries, my name and my fate must be discussed again and again?

If no rational answer can be found, then one has to look for an irrational
answer. Perhaps, then, my terrible story acquires a deeper meaning of unjust
proportion.

©
In order illuminate the tragedy of the Jew who passionately desires to live in
his motherland, there was a necessity to find someone who could not only feel
deeply but also express dramatically his desire to live in Israel.

I have become that person, whose fate serves as an illustration of the tragedy
of the Soviet Jew who desires to immigrate to Israel.

I am made to be seen seen by the whole world as walking along the path of
martyrdom and humiliation, symbolizing the Jewish people and its sufferings.

Ida Nudel
October 30, 1986
Bendery




To the Procurator, Bendery City
Citizen Melnik B.B.

From Nudel Ida Yaakovlevna

who lives at the address Bendery 278100, Sovietskaya Street 69/2
A COMPLAINT

On 23rd October 1986 I bought a bus ticket and I sat in the seat assigned on
the ticket (the ticket is attached). Within a few minutes, two militiamen
entered the bus and announced to me that I must get off the bus. To my
question, why, they answered that it was in my interest to do so. Because it
was certainly not in my interest to get off but to continue on the bus line, I
refused. They continued to insist that it is in my interest to get off. I saw
they were seriously intent on getting me off the bus. I asked them, do you
have a certificate from the procurator to carry this out? In answer they began
to laugh and to threaten me and said they would take me off the bus by force.

I announced to them that I have a passport and that according to the
constitution I alone decide when and where to travel. They then ordered the
bus driver to open the back door of the bus, and dragged me by my hands and
feet from the bus, throwing me to the ground. Meanwhile a police van arrived
and they put me into it. All this happened around 8 a.m. at the central bus
station in the city of Bendery, in the presence of a large crowd of townspeople
as well as the bus dispatcher on the platform, who let the bus leave.

After about half an hour, the chief of police, Bordinuk B.B., informed me that
he had no legal basis to have ordered his men perform this thing, but that it

is in my interest not to leave the city. Otherwise, he cannot guarantee that I
will stay alive. In addition, Bordinuk B.B. stated that he is opening a
criminal file against me because I refused to submit to a representative of the

authorities.

T demand an immediate investigation of the occurrence and a report to me, viz:

1. On the basis of which law or decision of the authorities which pertains to
the lives of the citizens of the Soviet Union was I subjected, on 23 October
1986, to an act of violence by government officials responsible for law and

order in the state?

2. Does the verbal declaration forbidding me to leave the city mean it is
legal?

How valid is the threat to my life?

If the deeds that were performed by the employees of the police were against
the law, I demand to criminally prosecute the individual who gave the order and

those who carried out the violence against me.

Because I was not shown any documents giving the police the right to do
anything against me, and because the police did not write any report at the




time they took me by force to the police station, I fear that the militiamen

will deny it all. They could either put me in an insane asylum or kill me.
Therefore I demand the immediate intervention of the procurator, and hold him

responsible for my life and liberty.

Ida Nudel
29 October 1986
Bendery




To: Procurator Melnik B.B.
Bendery City

On the 30th of October 1986 your assistant, Doderage L.D. stated to me that
there was no legal basis for the police manhandling of me but that he does not
intend to give me an explanation in writing. To my question of what your
responsibilities are, according to the laws of the prosecution, if you must
answer a complaint, he said that complaints must be answered in writing , but
to you it will be sufficient to answer what I have answered orally, I asked ,
what guarantee do I have that the militia won't manhandle me again. Doderage
answered that no one will harrass me and that I can leave the city. I demanded
this answer in writing because if, by chance, they again want to do with me
what they did before, I would be able to show them the paper which will prevent
them from again performing illegal acts. In answer, Doderage demanded that I

leave his office.

1. Because the answer I received from your first assistant does not satisfy
me, and because his oral statement cannot protect me from illegal acts by the
militia, I request that you give me a written document that will protect me,
besides the constitution of the SSSR which was, in my case, not legally binding
and which did not protect my freedom of movement in and outside the city of

Bendery.

2. Because the acts of the militia were illegal, I demand to open a criminal
file according to the following items of the criminal law:

a. Molesting a citizen.

b. Exceeding of authority on the part of the militia.

Ida Nudel
October 30, 1986
Bendery




Jewish Refuseniks in Moscow urgently awaiting exit visas
to Israel out of desire to live fully Jewish lives there:

Igor Briskman
Str Michailova 2-6-31
Moscow

Igor Fainbain
Str Planernoya 18-1-260
Moscow

Igor Levin
Str Rublevskoe 97-1-21
Moscow

Vladimir Levitan
Str Sivtzev-Vrazek 12-11
Moscow

Bella Stayngardt
Str Shermetevskaya 69 9 23
Moscow

Valentina Slobodinskaya
Str Demiana Bednogo 23 1 20
Moscow

Eva Faigenbaum
Str Narodnogo Opolchenija 25-42
Moscow

Ludmila Koganova
Slaviansky Bulvar
Moscow

Mark Feldman
Str Zgegulevskaya
Moscow

Aleksandr Feldman
Str Zgegulevskaya

Julian Chasin

Str 26 Bakinskich
Kommisarov 11 -19
Moscow
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