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TELND 101: CENTRAL COMMITTEE PLENUM: GORBACHEV'S CLOSING
eCH
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1. PRAVDA TODAY, 30 JANUARY, PUBLISHES THE TEXT OF GORBACHEV'S
CLOSING REMARKS AT THE PLENUM. THE FOLLOWING ARE THE "MAIY
POINTS:

Ay TdE ATMOSPHERE OF THE PLENUM WAS ONE OF UNITY OM ALL
QUESTIONS SUBMITTED FOR DISCUSSION. THERE “AS

DEBATE |N WHICH 34 OF THE 77 COMRADES WHO IMSCRI3

NAMES TOOK °9ART,

NUM HAD SHOWN THAT THE PARTY AND ALL HEALTHY
JERE IN FAVOUR OF RESTRUCTURING. THAT EBEIVS S0

ANY

THERE WAS NO ALTERNATIVE, AND THAT SHOULD PUT AM END T
D

TO
D
2

ISCUSSION ABOUT WHETHER RESTRUCTURING WAS NECESSARY

NDT.

C) IT WAS NOW CLEAR, FROM THE POINT OF VIEW BOTH OF INTE®NAL
DEVELOPMENT AND OF THE INTERNATIOMNAL SITUATION, THAT THERE HAD
TO BE ACCELERATION OF SOCIAL AND ECONQMIC DEVELOPMENT,

D) THE THEME OF SERIOUS AND PROFOUND DEMOCRATISATION OF SOVIET
SOCIETY HAD RIGHTLY BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE POLITRURO'S
REPORT. ''WE NEED DEMOCRACY LIKE AIR. IF WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND
THAT AND NOT ONLY UNDERSTAND |T BUT TAKE REALLY SEPR|I0QUS STE

TO BROADEN IT AND TO DRAW THE WORKERS ON A BROAD SCALE TO TH
PROCESS OF RESTRUCTURING, THEN OUR POLICY WILL FAIL AND
RESTRUCTURING WILL COME TO A HALT'?',

ne
o

GORBACHEV EXPRESSED SATISFACTION THAT THIS IMPORTANT FEATURE
OF PARTY POLICY RECEIVED FULL SUPPORT FROM THE PLENUM,

E) GLASNOST!', CRITICISM AND SELF CRITICISM, CONTROL BY THE
MASSES WERE THE GUARANTEES OF THE HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT 0OF SOVIET
SOCIETY., THEY WERE THE MEANS FOR PRESERVING THE PARTY FROM
MISTAKES IN POLICY. ''THE PRICE OF SUCH MISTAKES IS XNOWN T9

ALL OF Us''. Rﬁg*rum d [ £)
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ORDER TO SOLVE ENORMOUS TASKS.eeslF
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REMINDED TH 51X MONTHS AGO | ADVISED THEM TO START
COMNDITIONS OF GREATER CEMOCRACY. LET US ALL
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SUPPORT GLASNOST' AND [NFORM THE PEOPLE ®™NT
SIBLY AND MOT GIVE WAY TO SENSATIOMAL ISM.
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|) GOR3ACHEV SA|ID T cC “E MEMBERS HAD EXPRESSED
SUPPORT FOR THE |DEA ¢ PARTY COMFERENCE, WHICH THE POLITRURD HAD
SUBMITTED AT THE PLENMUM, H e HAT THOSE WHO DID NOT TAKE
ART IN THE DEBATE ALSO SUPPORTED THE |DE! FORTHCOMING PLENUM
A PROPOSAL WOULD BE ! ORWARD ABO : IG AND ARRANGEMENTS
NISING THE

THIS UNEXPECTED POSTS DOES NOT AFF THE CONCLUSIONS OF MY
TELNO 116. A NOTASLE FEATURE GORBACHEY'S FINAL SPEECH WAS HI|S
REMARKABLY STRONG | : DEMOCRATISATION AND GLASNOST'. ALTHOUGH
HE REFT : ULL SUPPORT'' OF PLENUM FOR THIS ©0LICY
HE APPEAR O BE RESPONDING TO APPREHMENSIOMS IN THE PARTY, 'WHICH
VOICED AT THE MEETING, WHEN HE |INSISTED
WITH DEMAGOSUES AND EMPHASISED THE NEED
ONSIBLE AND TO AVOID SENSATIONALISM,
ANOTHER HEME OF THE SPEECH WAS i \P , IMPLICITLY
ALMOST OVER THE HEADS OF THE PARTY, FOR THE .
PARTICIPATION OF THE PE( IN THE PRICESS Of UCTURING. (1T 1S
WORTH NOTING THAT AMONG THE DOCUMENTS CIGCULATED FOR PRI0R STUDY
BY THE CENTRA MBERS WAS A ''REVIEW OF LETTERS FROM
WORKERS ABOUT RESTRUCTURING AND CADRE POLICY''). THE TONE OF
GORBACHEV'S CONCLUDING REMARKS WAS AGAIN VERY CONFIDENT,

NATURALLY ENOUGH, THIS SHORT CONCLUDING SPEECH CARRIED A MHCH MOSE
._.‘Z,
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